
 

 
 

May 22, 2018 
Dear Students, 
     ¡Bienvenidos a la clase de Español V IB/AP/Honors/Core!  I am looking forward to 
having an exciting year with you in Spanish and am busy planning rigorous and fun 
activities for our class.  Spanish V  is an intense, fun and demanding course of study and I 
want you to be the best student that you can be next year and that starts now.  As you 
know, languages are a subject that you learn best over time and with uninhibited practice 
and interaction with the language.  Therefore, I have some recommendations and 
requirements that will best prepare you for a strong year next year.  
     Over the summer and throughout the entire summer I want you to focus on our four 
very important skills, speaking, reading, writing and listening.  I want you to do 3 
activities in June, 3 activities in July and three more in August in each of the skill areas. 
This way you will expose yourself to Spanish over time which is the best way to learn.  I 
recommend that you don’t limit yourself to only the three activities per month but that 
you expose yourself to Spanish as much as you possibly can.  I recommend that you 
listen to Spanish music, watch movies, read in Spanish, write in Spanish  and talk in 
Spanish to whomever will listen. (That might only be your dog.  So be it.)  
 
You are required to do the following: 

I. READ in SPANISH- Choose 3 different things to read, then write a summary, in 

English,  of what you read.  Some examples are books (children’s books, comic 

books, etc.), magazine articles, newspaper articles, blogs, etc.   Find something 

that you are interested in.  Look online and visit the local library.  The downtown 

Cleveland Public library is amazing and could be a fun outing for a day.  You 

should visit it if you never have before.   Of course the internet has a wealth of 

interesting and varied material.  Check out the news in other countries, read 

some blogs about something interesting to you, follow pop-culture by reading a 

popular magazine from a Latin country, etc. Each different thing you read should 

be no less than 300 words.  Remember the more you read the better prepared 

YOU will be. Summarize what you read in English and include the bibliography 

information or link for each different thing you read. 

 



II. WRITE in SPANISH- Write a one page journal entry each month  in Spanish 

(20-25 well-developed sentences). Write one in June, one in July and one in 

August.  I know you are all capable of writing three pages on August 21st, the 

night before school starts, but that defeats the purpose.  Please write EACH 

month.  You choose the topic.  Feel free to write more!! 

 

III. LISTEN in SPANISH- Listen to as much Spanish as you possibly can and write a 

paragraph in English, reporting on what you listened to each month. You are 

required to listen to one thing a month and report back, but keep track of 

everything that you listen to. This is actually the most important skill and the 

easiest to do outside of class.  Fill your ipod with Spanish music, turn on the TV 

and watch in Spanish,  watch your favorite movie in Spanish.  Of course the 

internet has a wealth of interesting and varied material.  Check out the news in 

other countries, listen to the weather report, get into one of the “telenovelas”. 

You might find something new you like.  Have fun with it!  

 

IV. SPEAK in SPANISH  - Use WeSpeke-  check it out online.  You are required to 

have 3 contacts on Wespeke.  It is a cool, new program run by the IB Program 

where you can talk with other IB native speakers around the world.  If you are 

not into IB do the other activity listed on the recommended activities . 

 

If you have different ideas on how to read, write, listen or speak in Spanish, go 

for it  

 

Finally, please keep track of all that you do on the checklist and on the chart 
included (the chart included has space for the extra listening, writing and reading 
that you are doing. Please include the “proof”  as described on the next page.  You 
must fulfill the minimum requirements for your first Summative grade of the year 
but I will be interested in knowing all that you are doing this summer so please keep 
track as you go, you can earn bonus points for the extra. 
 
See you in August, 
Sra. Kimberly Ponce de León 
Ponce_k@shaker.org 
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Hola futuros estudiantes de español! 

To stay fresh and to not lose any ground in your second language it’s important to 

maintain exposure to it, even if it’s just casual.  These are  highly recommended sites 

and links that you might choose to try so that you are ready to go when we get back.  A 

little bit will go a long way! 

 

Some of these options are more casual/light than others, so depending on your motivation, choose the ones that you will 

enjoy doing. 

Language Apps: 

● Duolinguo app-  Works on vocab and grammar/structures with this free 

app. 

● Memrise- Build your vocabulary with this free app! 

● www.conjuguemos.com  Brush up on your conjugations/grammar/vocab 

with these drills. 

^Not an app 

Watch a Video Series: 

● http://www.mitele.es/programas-tv/  Get wrapped up in a series/program 

of your choice from Spain.  30 min + 

● “Extra”-  Search “Extra en español” in youtube and you will find a student 

friendly series to watch. 

● http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/  “Mi Vida Loca” is 

an interactive series great for novice learners! 

● http://learner.org/series/destinos/  Watch “Destinos”- a tried and true 

series for students. 

Listen to Music: 

● www.pandora.com - Search an artist you like and listen to similar music in 

Spanish.  Some recommendations (Maná, Prince Royce, Camila, Marc 

Anthony, Café Tacuba, Enrique Iglesias) 

● www.lyricstraining.com    Test your listening skills by filling in the missing 

words while being exposed to popular music in Spanish. 

Read/Learn Culture and Current Events: 

● http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/  

● http://www.peopleenespanol.com/noticias  

● http://voces.huffingtonpost.com/ 

Connect with natives: 

● www.interpals.com  Find an internet penpal! 

● www.wespeke.com  Partake in language exchanges with someone your age 

who share  common interests.  You speak 10 min in Spanish, then 10 

http://www.conjuguemos.com/
http://www.mitele.es/programas-tv/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/spanish/mividaloca/
http://learner.org/series/destinos/
http://www.pandora.com/
http://www.lyricstraining.com/
http://cnnespanol.cnn.com/
http://www.peopleenespanol.com/noticias
http://voces.huffingtonpost.com/
http://www.interpals.com/
http://www.wespeke.com/


minutes in English.  This program has a lot of built in support for language 

learners.  It even suggests topics to talk about! 

Listen to a podcast: 

● www.notesinspanish.com  Listen to a podcast suitable to your level. 

● www.spanishobsessed.com/audio/  Another podcast with for leveled 

abilities. 

Me llamo:___________________________________________ 

                            (nombre en inglés y español por favor) 

Grade:  

● Each activity should represent around 30 minutes or more of interacting with 

the language. 

● To receive credit you must turn in this sheet with all your proof attached in 

an organized fashion. 

● Also attach the journal entries. 

Listed below are some thoughts on how to minimally prove that you did the 

activities: 

Language Apps: Print out a screen shot of your results and what levels you 

have attained. 

Video Series: Write a brief summary in English of each episode watched. 

Music: Lyrics training only:  Make an account and provide proof of 

your results.  

Read Turn in a journal that documents the articles you read with a 

summary of each  

Natives:                         Print out the exchanged emails.  

Print screen shots of language exchanges with basic 

information of the person and how long you chatted. 

Podcast: Document which podcasts you listened to with a summary. 

In this packet I have a total of  ____(#) activities, all of which represent 30 

minutes or more of being engaged with Spanish. At least 3 should be reading with 

a summary attached, 3 should be a written journal entry with the entries attached 

and at least three should be listening listed below with proof attached.  You only 

have to prove the three for credit the other activities can just be listed.  Keep track 

and see how much exposure you have gained over the summer.  

Provide a brief description of what activities you completed.  (e.g.  1. Podcast- 30 

min. 2. Wespeke 30 min) 

1. 9. 

2. 10. 

3. 11. 

4. 12. 

5. 13. 

6. 14. 

7. 15. 

8. 16. 
 

http://www.notesinspanish.com/
http://www.spanishobsessed.com/audio/


 

Actividades del Verano 
(junio- leer is required, the extra leers are for bonus points) 
Actividad Fecha Título “Source” 

(internet site, 
book, magazine, tv 

channel, etc.  

Completed 
task 

junio- leer     
Leer     
leer     
leer     

junio- escribir     
escribir     
escribir     

junio- escuchar     
Escuchar     
Escuchar     

junio-hablar     
julio- leer     

Leer     
leer     
leer     

julio- escribir     
escribir     
escribir     

julio- escuchar     
Escuchar     
Escuchar     

julio- hablar     



agosto- leer     
Leer     
leer     
leer     

agosto- escribir     
escribir     
escribir     

agosto- escuchar     
escuchar     
escuchar     

agosto-hablar     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 


