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Our Mission
The District will nurture, educate, and 

graduate students who are civic-minded  
and prepared to make ethical decisions;  

who are confident, competent communicators, 
skillful in problem solving, capable of  
creative thinking; who have a career 

motivation and a knowledge of our global  
and multicultural society.

Our Vision
Shaker is the first-choice school district  

for all students.

Our Aspirations
Excellence

Equity

Exploration 



The program is housed and supported in two school 
buildings — Mercer Elementary and Onaway 
Elementary — and serves the entire District.

Early Childhood Education 
Curriculum
The program follows the guidelines, framework, 
and philosophy of the International Baccalaureate 
Primary Years Programme (IBPYP) as well as the 
Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards.

Community Partners
The District has sought additional support and 
funding to help students in the Shaker First Class 
Program develop their social/emotional skills 
as well as their early literacy skills. Some of the 
organizations we have formed partnerships with are: 
Family Connections, Hannah Perkins and Shaker’s 
Inclusion PreK Program.  

REQUIREMENTS
Enrollment requirements  
for the two-year program are:
• Child must be age 3 by September 30 

following the start of the program
• Child must be toilet-trained
• Families must commit to the program  

for the two-year duration
• Participation in family field trips,  

where families and students attend local 
outings together

Families who are selected through the enrollment 
process must provide a non-refundable down 
payment of $500 to secure one of the 32 spots  
(16 per building). 

Tuition is $8,000 per school year for a five-day, 
full-day program from 9:15 a.m. – 3:25 p.m. 
Need-based scholarships will be available through 
private donors and foundations.

Family Field Trips  
and Experiences
Children will explore their world with the support 
of parents and siblings during field trips and 
opportunies outside the classroom. Outings to 
University Circle museums, nature centers and 
other local organizations coordinate with units of 
inquiry and the appropriate developmental level of 
the children. 

The Shaker Heights PreK teachers will also 
provide two events yearly to help parents learn 
about the inquiry process in PreK and general best 
practices for children ages 3 to 5. 

Cultural Competency  
and Relationship Building
The program’s experiences and supports help 
students and their families understand the rich 
diversity in our community at an earlier age. When 
the students from the program enter kindergarten, 
they will benefit from the relationships they’ve 
cultivated with children and families whose 
backgrounds and life experiences are different.

PROGRAM  
COMPONENTS


