
PTO Council Meeting - February 8, 2016
SHHS Lower Cafeteria

I. Call to Order - 7:05 PM 

II. Approval of Minutes - minutes from last meeting (1/11/16) posted, nominating committee 
attachment missing, will be reposted with attachment. Minutes approved with no changes. 

III. President’s Report
   A. Calendar Committee - Missy 
   - discussing the calendar year 2017/2018 and 2018/2019
   - to give their report to the School Board at their May meeting
   - using google docs to share info
   - there will be a survey going out to parents and teachers with questions on 4 issues: 
     1. Kindergarten start day
     2. Maximizing consecutive uninterrupted weeks/months of learning 
     3. Time off before Thanksgiving
     4. Teachers - # of professional days prior to school starting in August 
   - at the end of the survey there will be a space for further comments and ?’s 
   - there are subcommittees that are looking at questions of:
     1. Changing the HS start time to later
     2. Changing HS mid-term exams to before the December Holiday break, instead of January 
   - Dr. Hutchings added that the district web site contains the minutes from all the calendar 
committee meetings, the calendar committee roster and all the research articles which the 
committee has to review and report on 
   - changes made to the calendar can have ripple effects, it is important to look at future  
implications of any decisions, i.e. changing HS exams to December may mean starting the 
school year earlier in August to make the semester long enough, etc… 

   B. Communications Summit - Candith 
    - PTO Council Presidents, Candith & Missy, hosting Communications Summit on March 3rd 
    - current building PTO presidents and 1st VP’s, current and incoming VP’s of Communication, 
current and incoming newsletter & webmaster for each unit PTO have been invited  
    - topics of discussion to include:
      1. Districts switch to Google
      2. Redesign of the district website
      3. Best practices for newsletters, school communications, etc…
      4. Changing to paperless communication 
      5. Social media uses in communication 
   - Susan Vodrey announced that at the next Brown Bag Lunch with Dr. Hutchings, Feb. 16th, 
Unit PTO presidents have been asked to give feedback, both pros and cons, on the new 
website design
   - Dr. Hutchings added that the new web site is still “under construction”, every web page and 
link is being individually reviewed; is looking forward to the feedback they will receive at the 
brown bag lunch 
   - Jeff Isaacs from the Shaker School Board announced that the focus of their March 22nd 
meeting is communications. This meeting to be held in the HS small auditorium and that all are 
welcome to attend. 



   C. New Family Welcome/Transition - Missy
    - Ruffing mom approached PTO Council with her concerns over lack of orientation for 
students transferring to Shaker High School from private schools in the area and students new 
to the Shaker School system 
   - discussion ensued which determined that each school has their own individual welcoming 
procedure. Should this be made more consistent between schools in the district?
   - suggestions from the discussion:
   1. Use HOST families/students to welcome new comers  
   2. Add to the job description of Outreach PTO position “New Families/New Students” - make 
sure that families new to the district have an orientation which includes information needed 
before the start of the school year 
   3. Work with Keith Langford, Coordinator of Family and Community Engagement (FACE), to 
standardize policies for new families  
   4. Work with each school’s secretaries on tours, getting needed materials out to families, etc…
   5. Focus on getting new families to sign-up to receive the school’s newsletters. Families must  
OPT IN to receive these and this is paramount to families having access to needed information. 
   6. Coordinate with the guidance departments of each school for transfer of important 
information to these families, i.e. invites to already scheduled orientations that all students 
attend for school transitions (Woodbury to Middle, Middle to HS) 
   7. Use social media and Shaker Heights City publishings to advertise information to families 
outside of our school system 

IV. Superintendent’s Report - Dr. Gregory Hutchings
   1. Calendar committee and new web site already discussed
   2. ESSA - Every Student Succeeds Act
     - Federal act which gives more autonomy to State and Local governments on school policy 
     - a group will be presenting to State in March on the state school report cards, these are 
based on one assessment from one day, does not give the whole picture, will propose to look 
more at:
     a.  School progression 
     b.  Non-traditional services that schools offer - social services, arts programs, internships, IB 
projects, extra-curricular activities offered, national and international travel programs 
     c.  Using tests scores form SAT, ACT, AP and IB in assessments 
     - coordinating with 1st ring superintendent's on this presentation (superintendents from the 
1st ring of suburbs around Cleveland) 
   3. Dr. Hutching’s 3rd State of the Schools address will be held February 29th
     - discuss progress over the past year, initiatives for the 2016-2017 yr., Q & A session 
     - SHTA retirees will be special guests at this year’s address 
   4. African American Male Teacher Initiative
     - Shaker Hts. is partnering with Howard University’s Graduate School of Education on a 
recruitment strategy for AA male teachers 
     - 2% of the teacher population in the US are AA males, in Shaker this percentage is 3% 
     - Dr. Hutchings traveled to DC to meet with the Dean of Howard University to work out details 
     - program slotted to start Fall 2017
     - will offer 6 slots: 2 in K thru 4, 2 at Woodbury, 2 MS and HS
     - 6 year commitment: 1st yr. fellowship as a long term sub, IB training, skillful teacher training 
and instructional rounds training, then followed by a 5 yr. teaching contract 
     - the selection process is still being considered  
     - discussing with city possible initiatives to attract future teachers 



   5. HS Principal Search 
     - interviews start February 16th; it has been narrowed down to 5 interviewees 
     - after initial interviews, it will then be narrowed down to 2 interviewees + Mr. Reed (current 
HS interim principal, who was exempted from the 1st round of interviewing) 
     - then 2 finalist will be picked to undergo the final round (tour Shaker, town hall forum with 
parents, etc…)  
     - a 3 year contract will be offered to the final candidate 
   6. SELF, Summer Exploration, Learning and Fun 
     - new summer enrichment camps offered by Shaker Schools  
     - will be using Shaker School buildings
     - will be a fee 
     - transportation offered K thru to 8 
     - have partnered with Great Lakes Science Center, AVI, CWRU, University Circle Inc., Equity 
in Engineering, Shaker Rec and others 
     - most offerings will be for K thru 8
     - a few HS offerings: accelerated courses, ACT prep, credit recovery, life guard training 
program

V. SHTA Report - Matt Zucca, not present 
   - It was suggested that if he is not able to attend these meetings, he could invite a sub from 
SHTA to give the report. 

VI. FACE - Keith Langford, unable to attend meeting 
   - sent flyer to announce Heinen’s Grocery Tour and Health & Wellness Sessions, Thursday, 
2/18, from 9:30-10:30 AM or 4-5 PM and Saturday, 2/20, from 10-11 AM 

VII. Unit PTO Reports
  A. High School - Susan Vodrey 
   - approx. 200 turned out on MLK to pack personal care kits, which were donated to Hands On 
NEO Homeless Stand Down, along with 300 pairs of socks; Beth Pollack, from Bellefaire, was 
there to speak about teen homelessness in Shaker  
  - On January 22, Junior Achievement of Greater Cleveland and PTO co-sponsored “Secrets of 
Success”. 10th and 11th graders met with professionals to discuss career paths, interview tips, 
communication, critical thinkings skills and other topics. Feedback from those who attended was 
good. 
  - There was great turnout for the Feb. 5th for Principal/Parent Coffee 
  - monthly staff appreciation continues, this month was a fortune cookie, “We are so fortunate to 
have you on the SHHS staff”
  - Wednesday, Feb. 17th, at 7 PM hosting a “Don’t Drive Distracted”, an interactive presentation 
by Impact Teen Drivers. Parents and their teens encouraged to attend. 
  - next HS PTO meeting is March 7th

  B. Middle School - Maria Pelletier 
   - 2nd principal coffee was held
   - DC fundraisers have nade $5800 to date: Dewey’s Pizza made $550
   - 20 students have requested $ for DC trip, cost of trip per student is $475
   - Father Son Shindig to be held Sunday, 2/21, from 2 to 4 PM 
   - Hosting Harvest for Hunger soup lunch 3/15 and 3/16 



  C. Woodbury School - Heather Weingart
   - Woodbury World Records Fundraiser - starts 2/26, ends 3/11 
   - 4th grade mixers held: Girls Feb. 2nd, boys Feb. 9th
   - spirit wear sales close Feb. 16th
   - 2nd Annual Cocktail Party fundraiser, Feb. 20th
   - working with student council on bell placement  
   - “Creating Change" event, sign-up to glaze plates is ongoing, final restaurant night event to 
be held April 28th, all $ from event to go to charity  
 
  D. Onaway - Nicky Turco
   - Math Mania Night was successful
   - Bottle House fundraiser with auction Feb. 26th
   - Hunger initiative program now year round 
   - Girls chess club started 
   - Little Theatre performances March 11, 12, 13
   - 9 students have signed up for St. Baldric’s Onaway team   

  E. Mercer - Jen Bordeaux
   - Winter Carnival was held Feb. 5th 
   - Mercer Skates Feb. 28th
   - Chess club started 
   - Play practices have started 
   - fundraiser money used to build tree house reading space in the library, designed by a parent
   - Family Exchange program: currently families are on their own planning 2 events that they do 
together with their family, end of year event for this planned in May 

  F. Lomond - Katie Lownes 
   - 40 to 50 participated in volunteer appreciation event held at Pizzazz; The Little Gym offered 
free child care
   - held Literacy night 
   - Family Fitness Night is Feb. 25th
   - PTO meeting 2/17 will host a presenter on mindfulness  
   - After school Sistema Orchestra program (for violin) has started, runs 3 days/week 

  G. Fernway - Peggy O’Donnell
   - their read-a-thin fundraiser kicked off with a PJ day and wrapped up with dressing as your 
favorite book character, over $8000 raised 
   - cocktail party fundraiser made about $2800
   - pancake breakfast had lower turnout than normal 
   - started new Shaker Makers club, run by Andrea Boyd and Julie Coffman, a 1 day/week after 
school program with activities geared towards bridging cultures 
   - Lego club starting up

  H. Boulevard - Traci Carpenter 
   - Snapology (Lego) club has started  
   - chess club started 
   - Ice skating party Feb. 21st 
   - their book fair begins in early March
   - March 16th PTO hosts “Around the World - Sharing Our Culture” 



VIII. VP Financial Management - Elizabeth Roeder
  A. Pi Day - Simply Delicious Pies in Shaker on Lee Rd. will donated $1 to PTO Council for 
every 8 and 10 inch pie purchased between March 14th (Pi Day) and March 20th 
    - bring in flyer to get discount
    - suggestion made to announce this to the math departments in each school
  B. Pay-For-It Fundraiser - a PTO Council $5 donation suggestion will automatically pop up 
when fees are payed on Pay-For-It
    - $100 made thru this already 

IX. VP Outreach - Carina Reimers
   - not present 

X. VP Parent Ed and Advocacy - Sarah Divakarla & Roxanne Jaber
   - 30 large bags of clothing were donated to the Homeless Stand Down in January 
   - Lisa Damour, psychologist and author, will be presenting on March 23rd at 7 PM, on teenage 
transitions. 119 people have already pre-registered (considering changing venue to HS large 
auditorium), presentation will be videotaped 
   - planning a meeting with Keith Langford to coordinate other events 

XI. Nomination Vote - Tracy Peebles/ Jeff Isaacs 
   - see slate attachment form PTO Council January meeting
   - motion to approve slate, motion seconded, slate approved 

XII. Red and White - Tracy Peebles 
   - ticket sales have been good so far, NO ticket sales at door 
   - encourage friends to come
   - new this yr. “Text to Bid”
   - co-chairs are Hallie Stewart and Sarah Morgan 

Meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM.
Respectfully submitted, Maria Hunter

  
  

   

    



 
   

  


