
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

August 31, 2015 

Dear 10
th

 Grader Parent/Guardian,              

 

Shaker Heights High School, along with Shaker Middle School and Woodbury, are now officially 

International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme (MYP) schools!  This means that the Shaker Heights 

City School District is now one of just eight districts in the country to have implemented the IB program in all 

grades preK-12 for every child in the district. The MYP is an exciting framework for student learning that 

enhances how we engage in the curriculum rather than replacing it. Much like the Primary Years Programme 

(PYP), the MYP encourages student-centered lessons, a focus on concept-based learning and inquiry, and 

strategies to teach students to apply their thinking in diverse circumstances in the classroom and the World.  

 

One way in which the MYP encourages genuine growth of student learning is through a capstone project for 

10
th

 graders: the Personal Project. As this is our first year as a fully-authorized MYP district, all 10
th

 graders 

are now expected to complete an independent inquiry into a topic of their choice. The topic should be 

meaningful and challenging to the student while not taking over their already busy lives. A few examples from 

Shaker’s previous pilot program include: 1) creating a YouTube series, 2) shadowing a doctor, 3) performing in 

a play, 4) building a computer, 5) writing a short-story, 6) organizing a fundraiser, and 7) starting a new club. 

The range of topics has been inspiring, a trend that Shaker will undoubtedly continue.  

 

Personal Project Details: 

The Personal Project is an individual project completed in the 10
th

 grade year.  It consists of three main 

components: a product, a process journal, and a written or oral explanation of the product. Students have the 

opportunity to choose their topic and enjoy learning about it, much like Exhibition in the 4
th

 grade year and 

Senior Project in the 12
th

. For the Personal Project, every student is paired with a faculty member who coaches 

them through the completion of their inquiry.  

 

Through this project, students: 

 Demonstrate the personal abilities and skills required to produce and present an extended piece of work 

 Engage in personal inquiry, action and reflection on specific topics and issues 

 Reflect on learning and share knowledge, views, and opinions with others 

To provide you with a more specific timeline and additional details regarding the Personal Project, we invite 

you to the Large Auditorium on Thursday, September 10, at 6:15pm just prior to Open House. Students who 

previously completed projects will be available for questions as well. We look forward to working with your 

student on this exciting adventure! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

John M. Moore      Sara M. Chengelis 

MYP Coordinator, High School    Assistant Principal/Personal Project Support 


