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THE SHAKER SCHOOLS UPDATE

For the latest news and info 
about the Shaker schools, visit 

shaker.org.

To receive regular e-news updates, 
subscribe at shaker.org/news.

Find us on Facebook at 
facebook.com/ForShakerSchools.

Follow us on Twitter. 
@ShakerSchools

What started as a small plot of flowers 
and vegetables in the High School court-
yard has blossomed into a lush and 
fragrant outdoor classroom for students 
of all ages and abilities.

Art and photography students 
draw upon the garden’s beauty for 
inspiration. Students with disabilities 
can plant, water, and enjoy all the 
garden has to offer, thanks to raised 
planting beds. Onaway schoolchildren 
planted potatoes last spring with High 
School science students and built bean 
trellises with members of the Student 
Group on Race Relations. Pre-vocational 

A Bounty of Learning 

participants use the garden to learn 
about nutrition and food preparation.

In keeping with the High School’s 
International Baccalaureate program, 
the garden has a global theme. Each 
quadrant has a different agricultural 
focus: European, African, Asian, and 
sustainable. North American plants, 
including blueberries, asters, and core-
opsis, surround a seating area in the 
center of the garden. 

Students use lavender, lilacs, and 
roses from the European quadrant 
to make sachets, soaps, cut flower 
arrangements, and wreaths. They 

fashion reed cane from the African 
section into baskets and wind chimes. 
The Asian quadrant’s Japanese maple, 
Gingko tree, azaleas, and holly serve as 
specimens for sketching and painting. 

The sustainable quadrant yields 
a flavorful harvest of corn, tomatoes, 
peppers, strawberries, carrots, beets, 
rutabaga and even pumpkins – thanks to 
German teacher Keith Szalay, who comes 
from a family of farmers and shared his 
knowledge with the students. 

Community volunteers also give their  
time to the garden. Those who weeded 
and watered over the summer were 
rewarded with the fruits and vegetables of 
their labor.

Another example of involvement 
is the contributions made by alums Ian 
Lippke-Calger (‘11) and Jonah Weinstein 
(‘12) as part of their Eagle Scout proj-
ects. Ian crafted wooden benches, while 
Jonah built a wooden storage crate.

High School special education 
teacher Stacey Steggert, who coordi-
nates the garden, would love to see 
even more gardeners come roll up their 
sleeves and get dirty. “Ideally, I would like 
to get as many students and community 
members involved as possible,” she 
says. (Interested in helping out? Email 
her at steggert_s@shaker.org.)

In other lessons learned from the 
garden, students doing a nutrition and 
budgeting unit discovered that they 
would actually come out ahead by 
growing their own tomatoes, cucum-
bers, and potatoes compared to buying 
them at a grocery store. And you can’t 
beat the freshness and the flavor.
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Alumni in the News
Stephen Hopcraft, ’88, was named 
executive chef of STK steakhouse at the 
Cosmopolitan hotel and casino in Las 
Vegas. Hopcraft is known to many as a 
contestant from season seven of Bravo 
TV’s “Top Chef” as well as the Food 
Network’s “Chef vs. the City.” He credits 
his mother, Beverly Hopcraft, a former 
Onaway special education teacher, with 
developing his passion for inventive 
cooking. After graduating from Shaker 
Heights High School, he honed his 
cooking skills at the California Culinary 
Academy in San Francisco. He then 
garnered an internship with legendary 
Chicago chef Charlie Trotter. He also 
worked for 10 years with Las Vegas 
chef Michael Mina, including stints at 
Arcadia, StripSteak, and most recently 
as executive chef of SeaBlue at the 
MGM Grand hotel and casino. 

Jonathan Leiken, ’90, was elected 
president of the Cleveland Metro-
politan Bar Association in 2013 and 
is the youngest president to serve 
the organization. A partner at Jones 
Day, Leiken was a federal prosecutor 
in Manhattan before moving back 
to Shaker Heights with his wife and 
Shaker High classmate, Erika Friedman 
Leiken. Their three children attend the 
Shaker schools. He holds a B.A. from 
Brandeis University and a J.D. from the 
University of Pennsylvania. Leiken is 
co-founder of Brain Gain Cleveland, a 
movement to help grow the popula-
tion and economy of Northeast Ohio. 
Leiken relives his days on the stage at 
the High School by performing with his 
band, Rule 11 and the Sanctions. He is 
the son of Ellen and Earl Leiken, who is 
mayor of Shaker Heights and a former 
Shaker school board president.

Save the Date for A
Night for the Red & White

Plan to join your friends and neighbors 
on Saturday, March 8, 2014 to celebrate 
A Night for the Red & White, to be held 
again at the elegant Tudor Arms Hotel at 
University Circle. The festivities begin at 
7 pm and include dinner, dancing, silent 
auction, and student performances.  

Each year, 
the celebration 
brings together 
several hundred 
parents, faculty 
members, gradu-
ates, and commu-

nity leaders. Proceeds from the event are 
used to enhance opportunities in the 
arts, technology, health, and fitness at 
the Shaker Schools.

THE SHAKER SCHOOLS UPDATE

If you haven’t been in the Shaker schools 
lately, come see what you’re missing! The 
Shaker Schools roll out the red carpet to 
all community members on October 14 
for Tour Your Schools Day – when you’ll 
have a chance to check out the fine arts 
offerings, sample world languages and 
cultures, and see the International Bacca-
laureate program in action. 

Tours will be offered from 9:30 am 
to noon and from 1 to 2:30 pm at all five 
of the K-4 buildings, Woodbury School, 
Shaker Heights Middle School, and Shaker 
Heights High School. 

No appointment is necessary; all 
visitors will be asked to sign in at the main 
office of the schools they visit. Volunteers, 
students, and staff members are eager to 
welcome visitors and to show them around.

Principals have set aside special 
times to meet with prospective residents 
and parents who are considering the 
Shaker schools. They are as follows:

K-4 schools: 10:30 am
Woodbury:  9:30 am
Middle School: 1 pm
High School: 11 am

On October 14, Come Tour Your Schools
Can’t make it that day? Residents, 

prospective residents, and parents who 
are considering the Shaker Schools can 
request a tour online at shaker.org/tours, 
or by calling the school’s main office.


