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Alums in the News

Rachel Morgenstern-Clarren, ‘03, has 
been awarded a Fulbright Fellowship 
to Rio de Janiero, Brazil, for the 2013-
2014 academic year, where she will 
spend the grant period compiling, 
translating, and editing an anthology 
of contemporary Brazilian poetry. 
Morgenstern-Clarren, who earned a 
BA in English and Creative Writing 
from the University of Michigan-Ann 
Arbor, is currently working towards 
her MFA degree in Poetry and Literary 
Translation at Columbia University. 
She blogs at wordswithoutborders.org. 
She is the daughter of Hadley and Patti 
Morgenstern-Clarren,’70.

Alexandria Nichols, ’90, is the new 
director of recreation for the City 
of Shaker Heights (see City News). 
Nichols most recently served as district 
executive and Geauga Branch executive 
director for the YMCA of Greater 
Cleveland. Prior to that, she served as 
recreation director in the City of Avon 
Lake. Nichols holds a BS in parks and 
recreation resources from Michigan 
State University and an MS in public 
administration from Cleveland State 
University.

Fernway & Onaway
Hoist the IB Flag

Fernway and Onaway elementary 
schools have joined the ranks of Inter-
national Baccalaureate World Schools, 
following a comprehensive site inspec-
tion by representatives of the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Organization. 
With this designation, all five Shaker 
K-4 schools are now authorized to fly 
the International Baccalaureate flag. 

 
The schools were required to demon-
strate that they have collaboratively 
developed and are consistently 
teaching the globally focused inter-
disciplinary units, using inquiry and 
problem solving strategies as instruc-
tional approaches, and meeting rigorous 
requirements for student assessment.  
 
The High School was authorized as 
an International Baccalaureate World 
School in 2010 for the elective Diploma 
Program (grades 11 and 12) and gradu-
ated its first cohort of Diploma candi-
dates in the spring of 2012. Woodbury, 
the Middle School, and the High School 
(grades 9 and 10) cleared the first 
hurdle in the authorization process last 
spring by earning Candidate status.

Huntington National Bank is making a 
significant and meaningful investment 
in the Shaker Schools by entering into 
a special agreement with the District 
and the Shaker Schools Foundation to 
provide educational funding over a five-
year period. 

Beginning this year, and over the 
subsequent four years, Huntington has 
agreed to be a major contributor to the 
District; to support A Night for the Red & 
White as a Corporate Sponsor Benefactor 
of the Shaker Schools Foundation; to 
match qualifying contributions to the 

Shaker Schools Foundation; and to 
serve as the District’s and the Founda-
tion’s primary bank.

Supporters of the Shaker Schools 
can now double their contribution to 
the Shaker Schools Foundation if they 
qualify for matching funds from the 
bank. For more information, contact 
Sue Starrett in the Foundation office at 
216-295-4329 or starrett_s@shaker.org.

Huntington Bank Invests in the Shaker Schools

A Fabulous Night 
for the Red & White

This year’s Night for the Red & White 
raised more than $130,000 with 800 
tickets sold and robust support from an 
array of corporate sponsors. The event 
was held at the newly renovated land-
mark Tudor Arms Hotel on Carnegie 
Avenue in Cleveland, where revelers 
enjoyed dinner, dancing, student 
performances, and a silent auction.  
   Now in its 21st year, the annual 
benefit has raised more than $2 million 
for the educational enrichment of all 
Shaker students. Since 1992, proceeds 
have helped to enhance opportuni-
ties in the arts, technology, health, 
and fitness. Each year, the celebra-
tion brings together several hundred 
parents, faculty members, graduates, 
and community leaders.

Save the date for next year’s event, 
to be held again at the Tudor Arms 
Hotel, on Saturday, March 8, 2014. 
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facebook.com/ForShakerSchools.

The Shaker Heights Board of Education 
has selected Gregory C. Hutchings, 
Jr., as the next Superintendent of the 
Shaker Schools. He will succeed Mark 
Freeman, who announced in September 
that he would retire this summer after 
25 years of service in the role.

Hutchings currently serves as 
Director of PreK-12 Initiatives for the 
Alexandria (Va.) City Public Schools, 
a district serving a diverse population 
of approximately 13,000 students. In 
this capacity, which is similar to the 
position of assistant superintendent 
in other school districts, Hutchings 
made instructional decisions for all 
middle school grade levels; guided 
his district’s middle schools and high 
school through candidacy for the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Middle Years 
Program; oversaw the implementation 
of a new prekindergarten curriculum, a 
new middle school honors curriculum, 
and a new talented and gifted program; 
and revamped the adult education 
program. Hutchings also led several 
initiatives to advance achievement for 
all students.

“Dr. Hutchings is a dynamic educa-
tion leader whose focus on instruc-
tional quality was described to us 
as ‘seeding success for every child’ 
and underscores his career to date,” 
said Board President Annette Tucker 
Sutherland. 

“In addition, Dr. Hutchings’ previous 
positions have provided increasing 
levels of management responsibilities 
related to all the other aspects of a 
superintendency. His colleagues praise 
him as ‘intellectual, accessible, and 
well-respected by teachers, administra-
tors, parents and students.’ They say he 
‘makes things happen.’ ”

With the help of a search consul-
tant and after substantial commu-
nity input, the Board undertook an 
intensive national search process to 

find the candidate best positioned 
to lead the Shaker Schools into their 
second century of excellence in public 
education.

While in Alexandria, Hutchings 
demonstrated an ability to effectively 
manage budgets and direct resources 
to best achieve student outcomes, to 
use data to measure district perfor-
mance and guide change efforts, and 
to communicate with transparency. He 
aligned all of the programs under his 
leadership with the district’s strategic 
plan, which resulted in a streamlined 
portfolio of programs that reduced 
district costs and increased student 
achievement.

Hutchings holds a B.S. in interdis-
ciplinary studies from Old Dominion 
University and a master’s in educa-
tional leadership from George Mason 
University. He obtained his doctorate in 
educational policy, planning and lead-
ership from the College of William and 
Mary in 2010, successfully defending his 
dissertation on the effective teaching 
practices and teacher efficacy beliefs 
of International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Program teachers. Hutchings has 
presented at conferences of the Inter-
national Baccalaureate Organization 
and the Minority Student Achievement 
Network.

Hutchings has also held leadersip 
roles in the public schools of Manassas, 
Va., and Nashville, Tenn., including 
positions as a middle school science 
teacher, high school assistant prin-
cipal, and middle school principal. In 
2009, he was named Tennessee Middle 
School Principal of the Year for leading 
changes that resulted in significant 
gains in student achievement at West 
End Middle School in Nashville and 
making it the top middle school in 
Nashville. Among many other honors, 
he was a fellow at the National Institute 
of Urban Leaders at Harvard University.

Hutchings and his wife Cheryl, a 
certified public accountant, have two 
children, ages 3 and 7, who will attend 
the Shaker schools.

“It is truly an honor and privilege 
to be selected as the next superinten-
dent of schools for the Shaker Heights 
School District,” Hutchings said. “I look 
forward to serving the Shaker Heights 
community and working collabora-
tively with the Board of Education and 
all stakeholders.”

The next Shaker Schools Superintendent, 
Gregory C. Hutchings,  Jr., addressed a 
public meeting in March. 
PhoTo courTeSy: Andrew Boyle,
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