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 A Souper Impact

With the help of some of Cleveland’s culinary super-
stars, Woodbury students learned first-hand about the 
power of a big idea at the school’s first ever Souper 
Bowl. The blockbuster event combined art, cuisine, and 
social justice to make a big impact for local families in 
need, drawing 800-plus attendees and raising more than 
$6,000.  
 Under the direction of Woodbury art teachers Dean-
na Clemente-Milne and Robert Bognar, every student 
in the school created, painted, and glazed a uniquely 
designed soup bowl. The bowls were then filled with 
delicious soups donated by renowned local restaurateurs 
and sold for a suggested donation of $5 per bowl. Staff 
and community members also got into the action, help-
ing to create a total of 1,000 bowls for sale – a big goal 
for a first-time fundraiser. 
 Clemente-Milne was inspired to create the event af-
ter she learned of a hunger awareness project involving 
papier-mâché bowls. “I wanted to take it to the next 
level and have our students make something ceramic,” 
she says. The school’s two kilns were kept busy around 
the clock for weeks in anticipation of the event, with 
beautiful bowls filling every available space in the build-
ing. “I couldn’t wait to open the kiln each day and see 
what amazing surprises were waiting in there,” said Cle-
mente-Milne. 
 More than 20 area restaurants generously donated 
soup and bread for the event, providing flavors from 
around the world, including Pearl of the Orient, Sergio’s 
Sarava, Los Habaneros, Fire, and Zanzibar. Chefs in resi-
dence included Shaker parents Matthew Anderson, chef 
of Umami; Andrea Landow, of Stress Less Gourmet; and 
Jonathon Sawyer, of Greenhouse Tavern and Noodlecat, 
as well as Shaker grad John Pistone of J. Pistone Market 
and Gathering Place. Nationally known food writer Mi-
chael Ruhlman, a former Shaker student, greeted guests 
as they arrived, even signing a few autographs for fans.
 Proceeds from the event were donated to four local 
organizations: The Hunger Network in Shaker Heights; 
Family Promise, which provides interim housing and 
assistance for homeless families; Family Connections 
Play and Learn program; and the Get Ready program 
at Carol Nursery School, which provides a ramp-up for 
children who have not had school experience prior to 
kindergarten. Students were encouraged to vote their 
conscience by placing a ticket in the designated jar for 
the charity of their choice. 
 “I firmly believe in integrating social justice with art,” 
says Clemente-Milne. “It fits so perfectly with our In-
ternational Baccalaureate curriculum, as it involves em-
pathy and creative problem solving. And we have such a 
great local food scene, I wanted to tap into that as well.”

A Woodbury student (top photo) adds a design to a ceramic soup bowl. 
Middle: Souper Bowl attendees browse the selection of handmade com-
munity bowls. Bottom: Proceeds from the Souper Bowl were donated to 
local charites. Students voted for their charity of choice by placing a 
ticket in a jar.
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facebook.com/ForShakerSchools

The Shaker Schools Foundation invites 
all Shaker graduates and their families 
to a Regional Reunion on September 
1 at Shaker Heights High School. The 
event features a cookout on the front 
lawn from 11:30 am to 1 pm, self-guid-
ed tours of the High School from 12:30 
to 2:00 pm, and an opening ceremony 
for the new track and field, followed by 
the Shaker-JFK football game at 1 pm. 
Raider fans are also invited to come 
cheer on the women’s field hockey team 
at 6:30 pm on Friday, August 31, and 
the women’s soccer team at 5 pm on 
Saturday. 
 There’s still time to register! Lunch 
reservations are $10.50 for adults and 
$6 for children up to age 12. Tickets 

for the football game will be on sale at 
the cookout and at the gate. No reser-
vations are required for the self-guided 
tours. For questions, or to make lunch 
reservations, call 216-295-4329 or visit 
shaker.org/foundation. The deadline for 
lunch reservations is August 29.
 This special event is part of a week-
end-long “Come Back to Shaker” cel-
ebration, in honor of the centennial 
of the Shaker Schools and the City of 
Shaker Heights, as well as the 30th an-
niversary of the Shaker Schools Foun-
dation. The City of Shaker Heights will 
host a number of family-friendly events 
throughout Labor Day weekend; visit 
shakeronline.com for more informa-
tion.

SHHS Regional Reunion: September 1

After 66 years of competing in the Lake 
Erie League, Shaker left the conference 
on a high note, winning league champi-
onships in 12 varsity sports. In recogni-
tion of its stellar final year, Shaker was 
awarded the LEL Principals’ Cup. Start-
ing this fall, the Raiders will compete in 
the Northeast Ohio Conference. 
 Shaker’s LEL champions in 2011-12 
included the men’s and women’s tennis 
teams, men’s and women’s cross coun-
try teams, men’s and women’s swim 
teams, women’s golf team, women’s 
track team, men’s baseball team, men’s 
soccer team (an All-Ohio Academic 
team and district runner-up), women’s 
soccer team (also an All-Ohio Academic 

team), and men’s basketball team, who 
were undefeated at home and made it 
to district semifinals. In addition, the 
women’s basketball team finished sec-
ond in the district.
 In non-LEL sports, the women’s 
lacrosse team went two rounds in the 
postseason playoffs, field hockey was 
district runner-up, ice hockey made it 
to the state qualifying semifinals, rugby 
progressed to the state quarterfinals, 
women’s crew had two crews in the 
semifinals at the Midwest Scholastic 
Rowing Championships, and the fledg-
ling men’s rowing team had one crew 
reach the semifinals at the Midwest 
Championships.

Raider Roundup

Get those pencils sharpened and back-
packs ready: The first day of the 2012-
13 school year is around the corner, 
on Monday, August 27. To provide a 
solid start to the year, the first week of 
school will be a full week for students in 
grades 1-12. 
 Kindergarten students ease into 
school with an orientation by appoint-
ment on August 27 or 28, followed by 
half-days on August 29, 30, and 31. 
Full-day kindergarten classes begin on 
September 4. Information regarding the 
kindergarten orientation and phase-in 
process will be mailed home before the 
start of the school year. 
 New in town? The Shaker schools 
provide a number of activities to wel-
come new families and help them be-
come familiar with their student’s new 
school. A complete listing of new fam-
ily orientation activities is published in 
the online calendar at shaker.org and 
in the printed PTO/District calendar, 
which will be sent home in August to 
all families with children enrolled in the 
schools.

Get Ready for School
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The year was 1933, and the new Shaker 
Heights High School building had just 
opened when Anna Lupica learned she 
wouldn’t complete her education.
 With the nation in the grip of the 
Great Depression, Anna’s father need-
ed her help to run the family business, 
a butcher shop in Cleveland’s Central 
neighborhood. Like many young people 
of the era, Anna dropped out of school 
to help support the family, then married 
and raised a family of her own, but al-
ways regretted not finishing high school.
 On June 6, Anna Lupica – now 
known as Ann Colagiovanni – finally got 
her Shaker diploma at age 97. Saying she 
had earned “credit for life experience,” 
Superintendent of Schools Mark Free-
man presented Colagiovanni with an 
honorary diploma in a special ceremony 
arranged by her daughter, Emilia Vin-
ci. Just a day later, Vinci’s son Thomas 
graduated with the class of 2012. 
 Dressed in a cap and gown and sur-
rounded by family members and friends, 
Colagiovanni tearfully accepted the cer-
tificate. With a TV camera rolling, she 
recalled the Depression years.
 “One dress was all I had, and I was 
glad to have that. I washed that dress at 
night and ironed it in the morning to go 
to school,” she recounted.
 Although her father needed her help 
during those trying years, he always 
hoped she would complete school.
 Said Shaker’s oldest graduate, “He’d 
be the happiest man on earth to know 
his daughter finally got a diploma.”

Anna Lupica, 97, 
Receives Diploma

 It is Shaker’s 95th graduating class. The first consisted of one graduate, 
 Beatrice Wall.

 There are 58 Advanced Placement Scholars so far (more will be announced 
 in the fall). 

 Students have won more than $3 million in scholarships. 
 1 National Achievement Scholarship winner and 3 National Achievement 

 Semifinalists.
 4 National Merit Scholarship winners, 10 National Merit Semifinalists, and 

 22 National Merit Commended Scholars.
 3 National Hispanic Scholars, a school record. 
 A Gates Millennium Scholar, a Coca-Cola Scholar, and an A.B. Duke Scholar.
 The class has Shaker’s first graduating cohort of International Baccalaureate 

 Diploma candidates. 
 Students have been admitted to more than 130 colleges, including all the Ivies, 

 state-supported schools in Ohio, flagship universities in Michigan, Wisconsin, 
 and North Carolina, and other highly selective private colleges and universities.

 Average SAT composite score: 1853 on a 2400-point scale, compared with a
 national average of 1500.

 Students have more than 13,500 collective hours of community service.
 The oldest diploma recipient: Anna Lupica, age 97 (see related story).

Twelve Facts About the Class of ’12  

Superintendent of Schools Mark Freeman 
presents Anna Lupica, now known as Ann 
Colagiovanni, with an honorary diploma.




