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THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME 
IN THE SHAKER HEIGHTS CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
Shaker Heights is the first school district in Greater Cleveland, and one of eight in North America, to adopt 
the highly regarded International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme at all grade levels. 
 
International Baccalaureate is characterized by a global focus and emphasis on creative problem solving, 
hands-on projects, inquiry-based learning, and community service. In 2010, Shaker Heights High School 
earned authorization to offer the elective International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP). All Shaker 
PreK-4 schools have been authorized as International Baccalaureate World Schools since 2013, offering the 
Primary Years Programme (PYP) to all students. Then, in spring 2015, Woodbury Upper Elementary, 
Shaker Heights Middle School and Shaker Heights High School formed a Middle Years Programme 
(MYP) partnership, each becoming authorized IB World Schools.  
 
The Primary Years Programme (PYP) and the Middle Years Programme (MYP) are for all students in 
every class grades preK-10, with the IB philosophy continuing in grade 11 and 12 courses. The Diploma 
Programme will continue to be offered to juniors and seniors who wish to pursue it. (Details about the 
Diploma Programme may be found in the IB Diploma Programme section on page 17.) 

 
INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 

MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME - GRADES 5-10 
 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE MIDDLE YEARS PROGRAMME 
 

The Middle Years Programme (MYP) spans grades 5-10, linking student experiences across Woodbury 
Elementary, the Middle School and the High School. The MYP provides a framework for integrating state 
and national content standards in a way that is authentic and real-world relevant, engaging students through 
inquiry and other learner-centered approaches. In this way, curriculum and content remain at the core of 
teaching and learning, yet serve the greater purpose for the development of attributes and skills fulfilling 
Shaker’s Mission.    
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Implementing the MYP has also provided an enhanced opportunity for teachers to work together more than 
ever before, crafting units of study that share key concepts, important questions and learner-centered 
experiences across courses. When teachers collaborate in such a manner, creativity and ingenuity are 
invigorated, ensuring that all of our students are engaged in learning that develops their content knowledge 
as well as the attitudes and skills necessary for success in the 21st century.  
 
All of these rich learning and living experiences are exemplified in students’ service, action and final 
personal project. Throughout the program, students are expected to use their growing knowledge to effect 
positive change, culminating in a deep exploration of their passion in 10th grade (The Personal Project). At 
the intersection of learning and action, great things happen! 
 
What Does MYP Look Like? 

One of the most common questions about the MYP is “what does it look like?” MYP comes alive through 
student-centered approaches to teaching and learning in which students are engaged in deep thinking, 
discussion and action. Provocative inquiry questions push students to consider the big concepts of their 
studies and assess their progress by allowing them to construct meaningful answers in a variety of ways. 
Samples of student work are displayed throughout the room, showing learner growth, as well as personal 
connections with and dedication to learning. The physical space allows for student collaboration and 
teachers to mingle, making powerful connections among all participants while generating a hive of thinking 
and learning that is both active and exciting. Also through the MYP, teachers seek to be transparent in their 
goals and foundations for learning, posting key concepts, focal points and lesson objectives for students to 
see and connect. When students know what they are to learn and are active participants in learning’s 
construction, meaningful connections are made and lifelong learners are born. 
 
Personal Projects 

During the 10th-grade year, all students are expected to complete a Personal Project. The project is a 
product, event or experience that captures and reflects the learning and development that the student has 
experienced over the course of his/her entire education. Much like the Exhibition in the Primary Years 
Programme (grade 4) and Senior Project (grade 12), the Personal Project provides an opportunity for 
students to explore their passions, capabilities and future trajectory.  
 
Students who successfully complete the Personal Project will have it appear on their transcript, providing 
evidence of their dedication to lifelong learning and action. Students will also be recognized in an award 
ceremony and participate in a “community night” open house in which all of Shaker Heights is welcomed 
to learn more about the great things our students are doing.  
 
 

POLICIES 

The MYP asks the School District to be very clear on our expectations of students, teachers and the 
community. Working towards this transparency, we have established four policies so that all stakeholders 
have a common understanding of our thoughts and expectations for our learning community. Through the 
framework and guidance of the MYP, the District has crafted policies based on Academic Honesty, 
Assessment, Special Education Needs and Language. These policies were drafted with input from the 
District leadership team and faculty and will be annually updated.  
 
Academic Honesty Policy 

This policy is designed to promote the Shaker Heights City School District’s high standards of scholarship 
and create a safe learning environment that enhances the ideals of the International Baccalaureate Middle 
Years Programme (MYP). All students of the Shaker Heights Schools are dedicated to the pursuit of 
knowledge, committed to learning, and understand that cheating in any form makes true scholarship and 
learning impossible. The faculty of Shaker Heights High School is committed to teaching students to 
become ethical users of information and ideas. This agreement represents the Shaker Heights community’s 
dedication to: 
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1. Maintaining personal integrity by internalizing and living the Honesty Policy. 
2. Maintaining the integrity of the learning community by helping others live by the Honesty Policy. 

 
A successful Honesty Policy depends on the mutual confidence and trust among students, teachers, parents 
and administrative staff. The responsibilities of each party include the following: 

Student Responsibilities: Students are expected to submit authentic, original work that follows the 
instructions and deadlines set by the teacher. Students who are having difficulty are expected to seek help 
and ask questions of appropriate sources, such as their teacher, a librarian, etc. Students are to follow the 
style (MLA, APA, etc.) as directed by their teacher, including citing sources correctly and accurately. 

Teacher Responsibilities: Teachers are to provide detailed assignment instructions as well as rubrics 
and guidelines for the completion of a project or paper, and they will offer clarity regarding the acceptable 
amount of help from peers or other adults. Teachers are responsible for assisting students who are having 
difficulty locating, evaluating and citing information and for assisting students in managing deadlines, 
formatting and composing. They may also conference with students as needed. 

Parent Responsibilities: Parental support in the development of children’s ethical development is 
crucial to students’ long-term success. Parents should encourage their children to take advantage of the 
extra resources available, including study circles, the tutoring center and teacher conferences. To encourage 
early intervention, parents should contact the teacher whenever they suspect that their child is experiencing 
difficulty in a class. If a child is caught cheating or plagiarizing, parents should keep in mind that this is a 
learning experience and should help the child accept the consequences of his or her actions. 
 
The MYP offers a quality education that not only ensures knowledge and problem-solving skills, but also 
cultivates the virtues of principle, honor and perseverance. Of these virtues, honor is of great importance 
for it is personal integrity that will influence and finally determine many of our actions and beliefs. To 
support the development of such values, the MYP Honesty Policy has been established, maintaining the 
tradition of excellence for which Shaker Heights Schools are known and respected. The Honesty Policy 
was written to clarify expectations for students and emphasize their importance. 
 
By signing the Honesty Policy, students of the MYP shall be honor-bound to upholding the following 
beliefs: 

● All members of the Shaker Heights Community have valuable ideas and should present them with 
their own voice and writing, not those of others 

● It is okay to say “no” when asked to help another student cheat 
● Cheating and plagiarism prevents students from showing what they know, hindering further 

success 
o Examples of cheating include: 

▪ Copying from another’s test  
▪ Using unauthorized study aids in place of reading an assigned text 
▪ Allowing another to copy one’s own work 
▪ Taking another’s information from online, in text or in person, and presenting it 

as his/her own 
▪ Using a cheat sheet or “crib” sheet 

o Plagiarism is defined as: 
▪ Submitting another’s ideas or words, in whole or in part, whether intentionally 

or not, from a print or nonprint source, and representing those ideas or words as 
one’s own. 
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▪ Paraphrasing another’s ideas or words without crediting the source. 
▪ Deliberately and/or consistently submitting papers or projects without proper 

documentation and/or citations. 
 
Any individual violation of the Honesty Policy compromises each member of the community; therefore, the 
entire community has a deep-rooted investment in the honesty of every person in the Shaker Heights City 
School District. Students are duty-bound to take action to stop any violation of the Honesty Policy, 
including speaking directly to the offender and/or speaking privately to a teacher. Not taking action implies 
that the student-witness approves of the inappropriate behavior. Living in a manner that is consistent with 
this Policy will produce an atmosphere of trust, freedom and integrity that distinguishes Shaker Heights 
High School and its IB Program as a school of academic excellence and strong values. 

 
References: 

● Discovery College MYP Programme.  (2012). Academic Honesty Policy and Procedures. Retrieved from 
http://www.discovery.edu.hk/cms/index.php/en/information/policies-and-procedures/learning-and-teaching/myp-
programme-policies/myp-academic-honesty 

● International Baccalaureate. (2009). Academic Honesty. Retrieved from 
http://occ.ibo.org/ibis/documents/general/specific_interest/malpractice/g_0_malpr_sup_0907_1_e.pdf 

● Shaker Heights High School. (2013). The International Baccalaureate DP Honor Code.  
 
 
Assessment Policy: Philosophy & Purpose 

The Shaker Heights Middle Years Programme (MYP) believes that assessment is an ongoing approach to 
evaluate individual student progress in a learning continuum. Assessments are intended to be meaningful, 
relevant and purposefully designed to reflect students’ current level of content knowledge and 21st Century 
Skills. Teachers use assessment to guide progress in the classroom and communicate achievement to both 
students and parents, maintaining open-communication and transparency with grading practices. Students 
are expected to be active participants in the assessment practice of the Shaker Heights MYP, enhancing 
their knowledge and skills by reflecting upon meaningful, clear feedback from their educators.  
 
The development of our above goals and the details of assessment discussed below was a combined effort 
between the MYP coordinators and staff of Woodbury, the Middle School and the High School. The MYP 
coordinators drafted the original assessment policy based on MYP’s From Principles into Practice, and 
then sought feedback from the District’s MYP leadership team. After refinement, teachers from each 
school provided their thoughts and insight into the continued development of the policy, an annual process 
to reflect our growing experience and knowledge. Most recently, our assessment practices have undergone 
rapid development as informed by the best practices of Rick Wormelli, Lynn Erickson, Carol Dweck, and 
the overall philosophy of MYP. We have combined our professional training, years of experience, and 
these various experts’ wisdom to create the current assessment policy.  
 
Essentially, the Shaker Heights MYP believes in two major categories of assessment; the assessment for 
learning and the assessment of learning. Both of these aspects of assessment can be performed using 
criteria-related approaches, meaning that students are evaluated against pre-determined criteria provided by 
the MYP and clarified by the teacher. The criteria-related approach allows assessments to reflect a 
student’s knowledge and skills as a whole, creating a “best fit” score that reflects where the child is in their 
educational journey at that time. The types of assessment and MYP criteria are discussed in detail in the 
following pages.  
 
Assessment for Learning 

Teachers and students must each use assessments to improve and enhance the learning process. In this 
regard, pre-assessments and formative assessments are those made for a student’s learning, the instructional 
stepping stones on the way to a student’s mastery of content knowledge and skills. These assessments for 
learning provide clear feedback on a student’s areas of success and where extra attention is necessary. 
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Teachers will utilize two broad categories of assessment for learning to guide their teaching and students’ 
growth: 
 
Pre-Assessments: These experiences occur prior to the teaching of a unit or lesson and are intended to 
illuminate what students already know on the topic. Results of pre-assessment are used during lesson 
design and planning so that teachers can capitalize on students’ prior knowledge and be responsive to their 
previous experiences. Pre-assessments may be formal, such as pre-quizzes on content, or informal, such as 
KWL charts, pre-writes or brainstorming discussions. 
 
Formative Assessments: This type of assessment occurs on a daily basis and spans a wide array of 
assessments, from formal quizzes and homework to teacher observation and discussion. The goal of 
formative assessments is to provide a genuine reflection on how each student is progressing so that a 
teacher may make critical choices in the direction of the class or differentiate for individuals. Some 
formative assessments may be graded and others may not; regardless, formative assessment shows how a 
student is doing on a day-to-day basis. 
 
Assessments for learning seek to enhance and support the learning experience for each student by: 

● Having clear instructions and expectations, aided by exemplars and rubrics 
● Varying in nature and medium 
● Supporting students to grow in reflection and ownership of their learning experience 
● Informing teachers of student progress so that they may modify unit planning as warranted 
● Stimulating problem-solving, inquiry and other higher-order thinking skills 
● Providing real-world and relevant connections with content 
● Providing prompt and specific feedback on how students can achieve greater levels of mastery 
● Allowing for students to master missed content and display new knowledge 

 
Assessment of Learning 

Culminating at the end of each unit is a summative assessment. In a summative assessment, students are 
given an opportunity to display what it is that they have experienced and learned in the unit. The format of 
this assessment may be a test, project, essay or some other assignment that allows students to show the 
maximum extent of their achievement. Many summative assessments are designed to allow a student to 
apply what they have learned in unfamiliar and authentic situations, conveying not only their mastery of 
content knowledge but also their ability to apply it. 
 
MYP Units include at least one summative assessment that will be graded with criterion-specific MYP 
rubrics. These rubrics help teachers to assess concepts and skills necessary to be successful in each of the 
subject areas while clearly communicating to students the expectations of an assignment. The MYP rubrics 
are modified to the appropriate grade of the MYP to ensure that students clearly understand what is 
expected of them and how they will be graded. To ensure that all students in the same course in the MYP 
are having a relatively equitable experience, teachers collaborate with one another in the interpretation and 
specification of rubrics, aligning expectations and opportunity for student success. 
 
MYP Assessment Criteria  

Assessments are evaluated against the MYP’s assessment criteria for each subject. These criteria clearly 
describe the expectations for learners in each year of the MYP, ultimately helping the partnership to 
develop common understanding of assessment practices across grades 5-10. This sequential scaffolding 
also helps students to consistently grow and develop over the course of the program. This deliberate use of 
the criteria means that all teachers have a better vision of what skills and knowledge students are coming 
with, targeted areas for growth, and clearly defined final expectations for our Year 5 graduates. Each 
building in the partnership is focused on the assessment criteria that MYP provides, with 5th- and 6th-grade 
teachers using the prescribed criteria for Year 1, 7th- and 8th-grade teachers using the criteria for Year 3, and 
9th- and 10th-grade teachers using those for Year 5. 
 
To ensure that each teacher understands the expectations set forth in the MYP criteria, subject-groups 
practice and exercise the collaborative scoring of assessments using MYP rubrics. This process includes 
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teachers working together to analyze examples of student work, scoring them and comparing results. 
Individual teachers justify their score with specific evidence from the work sample, and then share out their 
analysis with colleagues to seek common interpretation and application of the rubric. Nuanced differences 
between scores are then discussed between teachers, seeking a clear understanding of what the rubric is 
truly asking for, how it relates to the assessment and how the student achieved against the criteria. This is 
also an opportune time to reflect on how well the assignment is aligned with the criteria and rubric; it is 
essential that any assessment that is being evaluated with an MYP rubric allows students to reach the 
highest possible achievement level.  
 
Ultimately, teachers use their professional judgment to determine achievement levels for all MYP 
assessments. This professional judgment has been informed by MYP training, collaborative scoring and 
their own personal experience. In Shaker Heights, we believe in teachers’ professional judgment, trusting 
them to provide true reflections of student achievement through the use of the MYP rubrics.  
 
Communication of Student Progress 

One goal of our assessment strategy is to continue the development of our communication of student 
growth to parental stakeholders. For this reason, the recording and reporting of students’ achievement level 
on assessments is essential. Teachers are expected to record MYP criteria-related scores and communicate 
their meaning to students and parents. Clear communication of the scores to all stakeholders provides a 
deeper understanding of students overall areas of mastery, growth and necessary development. In other 
words, it tells us a lot more than just a letter or percentage!  
 

It is sometimes necessary for MYP scores to be “translated” into 
percentages in order to be reported. It is important to note that 
percentages for MYP criteria scores are not calculated based on a 
student’s score divided by 8, rather collaboratively translated based on 
the professional judgment of individual departments. In essence, this 
means that an achievement level of 4 (out of a possible 8) is not 
equivalent to a 50%, but the value that the department has determined is 
appropriate for that assignment (e.g., a 4 may be a 75%). This example is 
helpful to illustrate the challenge and rigor of achieving even a 4 on many 
MYP rubrics, providing a clear and common set of objectives for all of 
our students to achieve. This also exemplifies the importance of 
departments working collaboratively to define our interpretation of MYP 
criteria and rubrics. One example of a translation chart for an assignment 
is shown at right:  

 
Future Directions 

We will continue to develop our assessment policy and practices as we further grow as an MYP District. 
First and foremost, a plan for determining final achievement scores for students is necessary. Final 
achievement scores provide useful data on a student’s progress towards mastery of each MYP objective by 
showing a child’s overall achievement level at the end of the year. This final achievement level is based on 
scores from previous summative assessments, a student’s trend data, and the professional judgment of the 
teacher. In order to most reliably reflect the final achievement level, each objective must be assessed at 
least twice a year in each subject area. This requirement will inform the continued development of MYP 
units and the variations in our summative assessment tasks.   
 
We’re also working with teachers and our current technology to enhance ways of communicating to 
students and parents the meaning and parameters of MYP scores. Part of this includes what “happens” to an 
MYP score, namely whether feedback is the direct value from the MYP Rubric (i.e., 0-8) or a score that has 
been translated into the more “traditional” system of letters and percentages (e.g., A, 95%). As we continue 
to develop the program, a priority will be to educate the broader community on how the MYP criteria are 
being used to provide feedback on student achievement, and that each unit in every subject in every year 
will be assessed using at least one MYP rubric.  
 

Achievement 
Level 

% Score used  
in Grade 
Book 

0 45 

1 60 

2 65 

3 70 

4 75 

5 80 

6 85 

7 95 

8 100 



 
 

| International Baccalaureate Programme | 
 

 

 
 

10 

In the future, teachers, students and parents will have a richer understanding of the holistic capabilities of 
students in such areas as analyzing in Language & Literature, communicating in Individuals and Societies, 
thinking creatively in Arts and investigating patterns in Math. Our plan to achieve this level of utility in our 
assessments is articulated below.  
 
Year Assessment-Related Goals 

2013-2014 ● Two units written and assessed 
● Begin stakeholder education on MYP assessment practices and philosophy 

2014-2015 
● Addition of third unit using a previously unused criteria 
● Further stakeholder education on MYP assessment practices and philosophy Professional 

Development on Collaborative Scoring of Assessments 

2015-2016 
● Addition of at least fourth unit using previously unused criteria 
● Further stakeholder education on MYP assessment practices and philosophy Professional 

Development on Collaborative Scoring of Assessments 

2016-2017 

● Implementation of additional units to meet assessment criteria and State/District curriculum 
guidelines 

● Professional Development on determining final achievement scores  
● Final Achievement Scores calculated for each criteria possible 

2017-2018 
● The majority of units of study written and taught in MYP framework 
● Each assessment criteria used at least twice 
● Final Achievement Scores calculated and reported with final report cards 

2018-2019 
● All units of study written and taught in MYP framework 
● Each assessment criteria used consistently 
● Final Achievement Scores calculated and reported with final report cards 

 
 
More Information 

For more information, please contact your student’s school counselor or IB Middle Years Programme 
Coordinator. 
 
General information about the International Baccalaureate Programme can be found at www.shaker.org and 
www.ibo.org. 
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Example of a Criterion-Related MYP Rubric for Physical Education 

Criterion C: Applying and performing  Physical Education: Volleyball Unit 

At the end of Year Five, students should be able to:  

i. demonstrate and apply a range of skills and techniques effectively  
ii. demonstrate and apply a range of strategies and movement concepts  
iii. analyze and apply information to perform effectively 

 

Achievement  
Level Level Descriptor Task-Specific Checklist 

0 The student does not reach a standard described by 
any of the descriptors below.  PLAY NOT ATTEMPTED (at this time) 

1–2 

The student:  
i. demonstrates and applies skills and techniques 
with limited success  
ii. demonstrates and applies strategies and 
movement concepts with limited success  
iii. recalls information to perform.  

LIMITED 
___ Bump    ___ Set    ___ Underhand Serve 
___  Limited strategies & movement 
___ Recognizes feedback from game 
(teammates, opponents, position and instructor) 

3–4 

The student:  
i. demonstrates and applies skills and techniques  
ii. demonstrates and applies strategies and 
movement concepts  
iii. identifies and applies information to perform. 

BASIC 
___ Bump    ___ Set    ___ Underhand Serve 
___  Basic strategies & movement 
___ Identifies feedback from the game 
(teammates, opponents, position and instructor) 

5–6 

The student:  
i. demonstrates and applies a range of skills and 
techniques  
ii. demonstrates and applies a range of strategies 
and movement concepts  
iii. analyses and applies information to perform.  

PROFICIENT 
___ Dig      ___ Spike  ___ Overhand Serve 
___  Proficient strategies & movement 
___ Tries to respond to feedback from the game 
(teammates, opponents, position and instructor) 

7–8 

The student:  
i. demonstrates and applies a range of complex 
skills and techniques  
ii. demonstrates and applies a range of complex 
strategies and movement concepts  
iii. analyses and applies information to perform 
effectively. 

ADVANCED 
___ Dig      ___ Spike  ___ Overhand Serve 
___ Advanced strategies & movement 
___ Analyzes and Applies feedback from the 
game to enhance performance (teammates, 
opponents, position and instructor) 

 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION NEEDS POLICY 
 
The Shaker Heights City School District believes that all students can learn and that the MYP provides a 
framework to ensure this philosophy. As stated specifically in the Middle Years Programme’s guidebook, 
From Principles to Practice,  
 
“The MYP is intended to be an inclusive programme that can cater for all students. The central place of 
approaches to learning (ATL) helps teachers and students respond in a flexible way to varied learning 
needs, including the needs of those who are learning in a language other than their mother tongue, or 
special educational needs of all kinds.” (p. 5) 
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The Diploma Programme continues this stance of inclusivity by making explicit the opportunity for all students 
through open-enrollment into the program, even in cases where students need additional accommodations in 
order to be successful. To guarantee this degree of inclusivity, teachers work to learn about their students and 
examine where each student is along the continuum of learning. By developing IB-aligned lessons, materials and 
learning objectives that will best help each individual grow, teachers are able to maximize growth in all students, 
ranging from our highest achievers to those who face challenges on their way to success. This level of 
individualized attention allows for the inclusion of nearly all students in mainstream classes, oftentimes 
supported by intervention specialists that co-plan and co-teach with subject-area teachers.  
 
Through the collaboration of subject-area teachers and intervention specialists in the MYP, students with 
special needs are at the core of all lesson plans, ensuring that each lesson is designed with access for all 
students in mind. This might include individualized scaffolding, additional time on assignments, break-out 
groups for differentiated lessons, and/or other supports while retaining the expectation for all students to be 
successful on the learning objectives. In classrooms without dedicated intervention specialists, as is 
common in the DP, communication and consultation between classroom teachers and students’ intervention 
specialists is maintained with Present Level of Student Performance (PLOP) forms, Observation Forms and 
annual IEP meetings.   
	
The Shaker Heights City School District accepts all students who live within the City of Shaker Heights 
and is committed to providing a world-class education for each young person within its diverse population. 
One way that Shaker Heights does this is by providing a rich array of course offerings from which students 
may choose, varying in depth as well as topic. School counselors work with students to find the right fit, 
but Shaker also encourages students to challenge themselves by choosing courses that will stimulate their 
learning and development. An example of how we might promote rigor for our students is through the 
elective IB Diploma Programme (DP), an challenging set of courses which is shown to enhance college-
readiness and prolonged success by great margins, including for those who may struggle with economic 
barriers or other environmental factors. 
 
Our low student-to-teacher ratio allows school counselors to really know our students and understand the 
coursework that may benefit them best. School counselors make personalized recommendations for courses 
and programs based on a student’s previous coursework, their knowledge about attitudes, attributes, and 
learning dispositions of the students, and an understanding of the appropriate stretch and challenge a course 
may offer. Ultimately, however, each child and his/her family are able to choose which set of courses they 
find most appropriate through the Shaker Heights City School District’s commitment to open-enrollment, 
ensuring that each child finds themselves in the course that will serve them best. We believe we offer each 
child an education that is highly tailored to their needs, life-goals and passions and promote access as such. 
 
This balanced philosophy of family advocacy and school counselor involvement is inclusive of our students 
with special education needs as well. Students with special needs are provided with an individualized 
education plan (IEP) that has been developed by a multidisciplinary team with the input of classroom 
teachers, parents, school counselors and administration. These plans include life-goals as well as intended 
areas of growth, such as reading comprehension, organization or potential vocational options. The 
development of IEPs is a good opportunity for the stakeholders in a child’s education to come together and 
ensure that each student has access to an education that best fits his or her needs. While certain students 
with disabilities receive specially designed instruction and support via the IEP, 504 Plans provide for an 
alternate support system, which also ensures equal access to a quality education, despite any impairment or 
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disability a child may display. Teams adhere to these plans so that each child has the best opportunity to 
experience a quality public education with his or her peers. 
 
Sometimes an IEP or a 504 results in a prescribed series of specially designed instruction and supports. These 
supports may include accommodations, specific interventions which level the playing field and allow a student 
with a special need the opportunity to overcome obstacles and achieve academic success. Accommodations are 
tailored to each student, but some common examples include extended time for completing assessments, the 
chunking of assessments to allow breaks between sections, and small-group testing. These accommodations are 
accounted for in both the standardized tests that may be given during a student’s time in the MYP as well as the 
internal and external assessments of the DP. All accommodation requests for the DP external assessments are 
submitted to the IB well in advance under one (or more) of the “inclusive assessment arrangements” as described 
in the Handbook of procedures for the Diploma Programme.  

While inclusion in the MYP and DP is our aspiration, sometimes a student may be best served under the 
guidance of a teacher in a resource room. In these courses, curriculum is modified and made appropriate for 
the students learning in this environment. There are currently resource room classes that include all core 
curriculum requirements for the State of Ohio (Language & Literature, Individuals & Societies, Math and 
Science) and beyond. Despite these modified environments, the MYP philosophy is evident in these 
courses, focusing on the role of the Learner Profile and Approaches to Learning skills in the holistic 
development of each student. 10th graders in the resource room, under the care of their teachers, participate 
in the Personal Project as well.  

For more information on the Shaker Heights City School District’s Special Education Needs programming, 
such as special education testing and qualifications, public notices, health services and more, refer to the 
“Pupil Services” button under the “Parents & Students” tab on Shaker.org. 
 
 

LANGUAGE POLICY 
 
The Shaker Heights City School District recognizes that language skills are one of the most valuable ways 
in which humans interact, collaborate and communicate their learning and knowledge: this is reflected 
within the School’s mission statement of developing students “who are confident, competent 
communicators… .” To this end, Shaker Heights values the development of language skills in all students 
in all classrooms, developing not only the content knowledge of a discipline but the language skills 
necessary to effectively communicate in that discipline as well.  
 
This commitment to the development of language in all disciplines is reflected in the expectation that all 
students are: 

● taught language skills by all staff and have opportunities to read, write, view, investigate,  
inquire and present across the curriculum 

● taught literacy skills in context 
● exposed to a broad range of literature reflecting a variety of cultures and perspectives 
● encouraged to share and develop their work in a social context 
● encouraged to maintain and value their mother-tongue and to value the mother-tongue  

of other students 
● given ample opportunity to become proficient in more than one language 

 
While Shaker believes, as supported by the Ohio Learning standards, that all teachers are literacy teachers 
in their discipline, Language & Literature (English Language Arts) courses at Shaker display a wide range 
of exemplary literary choices and skill sets rooted in the MYP objectives. Students have enrichment 
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choices in Language & Literature at the onset of our MYP program in the fifth grade, and the diversity of 
course level and content only grows from there: by 10th grade, students have choice between a great range 
of depth, or even a Language & Literature and Individuals & Societies (Social Studies) interdisciplinary 
course called American Experience. 
 
Students who need extra support in developing Language & Literature skills may also engage in additional 
coursework at all levels of the MYP. At Woodbury (grades 5-6), students may choose to have additional reading 
support before, during and/or after school. Additionally, some students experience the Repeated Reading 
Program in which a host of parent volunteers work on reading fluency with students in three-minute breaks 
during Humanities class. Students at the Middle School (grades 7-8) who need additional support may take a 
reading class. The High School maintains the dedication of a daily period of reading and to scaffold the student 
to language and literary success. The courses at the Middle School and High School may be taken in addition to 
a Language Acquisition (World Language) or in its place as students work to master their mother tongue. 
 
Language Acquisition offerings are equally diverse, allowing students to choose French, Spanish, Latin, 
German or Mandarin Chinese in sixth grade and experiencing that language all the way to their 10th-grade 
year or beyond. Special attention is paid to vertically aligning Language Acquisition courses across the 
continuum of grades 6-10, ensuring strong transitions from course to course and building to building. Some 
courses, such as French I, Spanish I and Latin I, are offered at both the Middle School and High School; the 
vertical alignment allows students to have similar experiences in these courses no matter when they display 
the readiness to begin them. Varying levels of difficulty to these courses are introduced in the ninth grade, 
allowing students to self-select the difficulty and depth with which they wish to engage in a second 
language. In addition to the four previously listed Language Acquisition offerings, High School students 
may take Greek as a potential third language. 
 
While English is the language of instruction for nearly all courses in Shaker Heights, significant mother-
tongue support is given to students who are English-language learners (ELL). Students who qualify for 
ELL support engage in ELL courses with Teachers of English to Speakers of other Languages (TESOL) 
educators. During ELL time, students are given help with reading, translating and completing core 
curriculum class work. In this way, students have continuous and concurrent English support in an 
immersion environment, helping them to learn English in context and remain successful in other content 
areas. ELL courses are constructed through an “additive” approach in which English skills are intended to 
increase success within the district, rather than replace mother-tongue skills. The MYP also intends to help 
our ELL students maintain connections with their home culture while sharing it with their peers in Shaker, 
supported by teachers that develop curriculum with international values and global contexts. 
 
To assess the needs of students, Shaker uses required Ohio assessments and district assessments to determine 
the level of support each student needs. In 2013-2014, Shaker identified (at least) the following languages 
from around the World that are spoken by our students: Spanish, Marshallese, Mandarin, Ibo, Arabic, 
Tagolog, Portuguese, Swahili, Dutch, Chinese and French. When English proficiency has been reached (as 
determined by the LAS and OTELA), the student “graduates” from the ELL course and enters a period of 
monitoring for success without formal intervention. If, after the year of monitoring, the student, parent(s) and 
teachers feel as though the student is capable of maintaining success in his/her coursework, they are 
considered fluent English speakers and may use their ELL period for electives or other coursework of desire.  
 
References: 

● Discovery College MYP Programme – Language Policy. 
http://www.discovery.edu.hk/cms/index.php/en/information/policies-and-procedures/learning-and-teaching/language-
policy
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International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme 
 

WELCOME TO THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE PROGRAMME 
 
Shaker Heights High School graduated the first cohort of IB Diploma students in May 2012 and will begin 
its eighth year as an IB World School in the fall of 2017. Students in 11th and 12th grade can choose to 
enroll in the IB Diploma Programme, consider earning the Shaker IB Medallion, or take individual IB 
Diploma courses. All of these options offer a range of dynamic and challenging educational opportunities 
for students to consider. 
 
RATIONALE 
The pursuit of the IB Diploma is a mark of distinction for secondary students around the world. The 
educational experience, with a broad range of subjects to accommodate diverse student interests, is 
designed to provide a well-rounded, advanced academic course of study that emphasizes the development 
of the total individual. The objective of the IB Diploma Programme is to provide students with the tools of 
analysis, critical reflection, problem solving and communication essential to effective adaptation to the 
unanticipated challenges they will face in the 21st century. 
 
Successful completion of the IB Diploma requires a commitment to a rigorous, comprehensive and 
integrated liberal arts program of study designed to meet the needs of the college-bound and highly 
motivated student. Coursework and examinations completed in the junior and senior years can earn students 
credit at colleges and universities around the world, and are an advantage in the college admissions process. 
Note that some IB courses are offered concurrently with the Advanced Placement program where both IB 
and AP students will be in the same classroom for instruction and take the respective end of course 
assessments.  
 
Students can also consider earning the Shaker IB Medallion, which is an internal acknowledgment of the 
completion of at least three IB courses and the IB Creativity, Activity and Service (CAS) requirement. 
Students are always encouraged to consider enrollment in individual IB Diploma courses that may be of 
interest. 
 
 

IB DIPLOMA PROGRAMME DESIGN 
 
The Diploma Programme is a rigorous pre-university course of study designed for students in the 16 to 19 
age range. 
 
THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
The broad-based two-year course of study is presented through six academic areas enclosing a central core. 
It encourages the concurrent study of a broad range of academic areas. Students study two modern 
languages (or a modern language and a classical language); a humanities or social science subject; an 
experimental science; mathematics; and one of the creative arts. It is this comprehensive range of subjects 
that makes the Diploma Programme a demanding course of study designed to prepare students effectively 
for university entrance. In each of the academic areas, students have flexibility in making their choices, 
which means they can select subjects that particularly interest them and that they may wish to study further 
at university. 
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CORE ELEMENTS OF THE DIPLOMA PROGRAMME 
All Diploma Programme students participate in the three requirements that make up the essential core. 
Reflection on all these activities is a principle that lies at the heart of the thinking behind the Diploma 
Programme.  
 

1. The Theory of Knowledge (TOK) course encourages students to think about the nature of 
knowledge, to reflect on the process of learning in all the subjects they study as part of their 
Diploma Programme course, and to make connections across the academic areas.  

2. The Extended Essay, a substantial piece of independent research and writing of up to 4,000 
words, enables students to investigate a topic of special interest that they have chosen 
themselves.  

3. Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS) involves students in experiential learning through a 
range of artistic, sporting, physical, and community service activities. 

 
IB DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS 
During 11th and 12th grade, IB Diploma candidates are required to complete coursework in all six areas of 
study (English, a second world language, history, science, mathematics and the fine arts). Students also 
need to target the completion of at least three (and not more than four) Higher Level (HL) courses and three 
Standard Level (SL) courses. Students are encouraged to consider HL options in subject areas of strength, 
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and the SL options for subjects of challenge. HL subjects are studied in greater depth and breadth than SL 
subjects. At each level, emphasis will be placed on the development of skills in critical thinking and 
analysis. 
 
The achievement of the IB Diploma will mandate the completion of an Extended Essay (an individually 
designed scholarly research paper), the Theory of Knowledge (TOK I and II) courses, and the completion 
of Creativity, Action, and Service (CAS). 
 
IB ASSESSMENTS 
IB students are evaluated according to both internal (initially evaluated by the classroom instructor) and 
external (written exams taken at the end of the course that are marked by IB examiners) assessments. All 
assessments are criterion-based. Student scores for each course range from 1 (lowest) to 7 (highest). 
Students must achieve a minimum score of 24 points through their performance on six IB exams (3 HL, 3 
SL) in order to earn the IB Diploma. Students can be awarded up to three additional points for their 
combined results in Theory of Knowledge and the Extended Essay. Students are also subject to minimum 
levels of performance across all subjects, and the successful completion of the CAS requirement.  
 
HONOR CODE 
All IB Diploma Candidates will be expected to abide by the IB Honor Code.  (see next page) 
 
 
FEES 
Families will be responsible for the costs associated with the IB examinations. Currently, International 
Baccalaureate charges a $120 fee for each HL or SL exam. Thus, families of Diploma students can expect a 
minimum financial cost of $720. Test fees are billed in August of the academic year in which a particular 
test is completed. Students taking individual IB Diploma courses will be assessed an examination fee for 
each IB subject. 
 
ENROLLMENT 
As with all other course options, Shaker Heights High School has an open enrollment policy and 
encourages students to “pursue the highest level of instruction matching their motivation, interest and 
previous learning.” Pursuit of the IB Diploma is an admirable endeavor and we hope you may find this a 
compelling option among the many rich choices available to Shaker students. You are encouraged to reflect 
on your potential interest in the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme with the help of your 
family, school counselor, teachers and IB Diploma Coordinator.  
 
INDIVIDUAL IB DIPLOMA COURSES 
Students not pursuing the IB Diploma can enroll in one or more IB Diploma courses on an individual basis 
(with the exception of Theory of Knowledge) in order to earn an IB Certificate and potentially qualify for 
college credit. Students will be required to complete the IB assessments and pay the test fees.  
 
MORE INFORMATION 
For more information, please contact your student’s school counselor or IB Diploma Programme 
Coordinator. 
 
General information about the International Baccalaureate Programme can be found at www.shaker.org and 
www.ibo.org.   
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The primary purpose of this agreement is to promote the high standards of scholarship and create a safe learning 
environment that enhances the ideals of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Programme.  It is assumed that all 
Shaker Heights High School students are dedicated to the pursuit of knowledge, committed to learning, and 
understand that cheating in any form makes true scholarship impossible.  This contract is an agreement by which 
teachers grant privileges and opportunities of citizenship, and each person within the community accepts two 
fundamental responsibilities: 
 

§ To maintain personal integrity by internalizing and living the Code 
§ To maintain the integrity of the learning community by helping others live by the Code 

 
The successful functioning of the Honor Code depends on mutual confidence and trust among students, parents, 
teachers, and administrative staff.  Unless each is assured that the other will uphold the contract, the Code will 
fail and the learning environment will be diminished.  The significance of this should not be underestimated.  
The certification a person receives from completing a course or requirements for an International Baccalaureate 
Diploma, or any diploma, is without value if a person obtained it dishonestly.   
 
The International Baccalaureate offers a quality education that not only ensures knowledge, but also cultivates 
the virtues of honor, courtesy, and perseverance.  Of these virtues, honor is of great importance, for it is personal 
integrity that will influence and finally determine many of our actions and beliefs.  To support the development 
of such values, the IB Diploma Programme Honor Code has been established, maintaining the tradition of 
excellence for which Shaker Heights High School is known and respected.  We wrote the Honor Code in order to 
clarify expectations for students and especially to preserve the integrity of our IB Diploma Programme and what 
it represents. 
 
The IB Diploma Programme is difficult, and while group study is both accepted and encouraged in many 
circumstances, ethical conduct is expected at all times.  IB Diploma Candidates shall be honor-bound to refrain 
from cheating of every kind, including, but not limited to, the following:  
 

§ Copying from another’s examination paper or allowing another to copy from one’s own work 
§ Collaboration on in-class or take-home exams or assessments that has not been permitted by the 

instructor 
§ Plagiarism 
§ Using the work of another person as representation of one’s own work 
§ Using unauthorized materials during assessment including, but not limited to, phones or other 

technologies, and cheat or “crib” sheets 
§ For World Language students: whereas it is acceptable to use online dictionaries to assist in language 

creation for single words and/or short phrases, it is not deemed acceptable to use online translators as a 
representation of one's own work. 

§ Giving or receiving aid on an academic assignment under circumstances in which a reasonable person 
should know that such aid is not permitted 

 
Any individual violation of the Honor Code compromises every member of the community. Therefore, the community 
has a deep-rooted investment in the honesty of every person at Shaker Heights High School. Students are duty-bound 
to take action to stop any violation of the Honor Code. If a student knows that the honor code has been or is being 
breached by a peer, s/he should strongly consider taking the following actions: speaking directly to the offender to 
encourage a self-report or speaking privately to a teacher or to the IB coordinator. Inaction implies that the student-
witness condones the inappropriate behavior. In the same way, if a student who violates the honor code comes forward 
on his/her own before the violation is discovered, this action will be taken into consideration and consequences may be 
modified or eliminated. Self-reporting a violation or speaking to a classmate who has violated the Honor Code fosters 
an understanding that learning from our errors and correcting them is also honorable. Living in a manner that is 
consistent with this code will produce an atmosphere of trust, freedom, and integrity that distinguishes Shaker Heights 
High School and its IB Diploma Programme.  

International Baccalaureate Programme 
Shaker Heights High School 

Honor Code 



 
 

| International Baccalaureate Programme | 
 

 

 
 

19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
* Any student beginning first year Language in ninth grade can only achieve the Standard Level (SL) by year 4. 
 
** In place of a Fine Arts requirement, students may select an IB Elective option with a second course from 

Groups 2, 3 or 4. 
# Students taking Physics I IB in the junior year should be concurrently enrolled in Math Functions H or 11 

Advanced Math; students enrolled in Math SL I are recommended to wait until senior year for Physics. 
 
@ Environmental Systems and Societies is a ‘transdisciplinary’ subject designed to combine the techniques and 

knowledge associated with Group 4 (the experimental sciences) with those associated with Group 3 
(individuals and societies). By choosing to study a ‘transdisciplinary’ course such as this as part of their 
diploma, students are able to satisfy the requirements for either Groups 3 or 4 of the hexagon. 

 
SHHS Requirements (other than core subjects): 1.0 credit Fine/Practical Arts, 1.0 credit Physical Education, 0.5 credit 
Health, 3.5 credits Electives.  
 

 
 
 
 

 
Shaker Heights High School 
International Baccalaureate 
Diploma Programme 
   
Sample Four-Year Plan 

 
 

SUBJECT 
AREA GRADE 9 GRADE 10 

GRADE 11 
TOK, CAS begins 
Extended Essay 

GRADE 12 
TOK, CAS 

Extended Essay 

Group 1 
Language A 

9 Language and 
Literature H 

10  Language and 
Literature H 
10 Am Exp Eng H 

English A : Literature I HL English A: Literature II HL 
 

Group 2 
Language B* 

Spanish II  
 
Latin II  
French II  
Chinese Mandarin I  
German I  

Spanish III H 
 
Latin III H 
French III H 
Chinese Mandarin II  
German II  

Spanish B IV SL/HL 
Spanish Ab Initio I IB SL 
Latin IV SL/HL 
French B IV SL/HL 
Chinese B - Mandarin III SL 
German B III SL 
German Ab Initio I SL 

Spanish B V SL/HL 
Spanish Ab Initio II SL 
Latin V SL/HL 
French B V SL/HL 
Chinese B - Mandarin IV SL 
German B IV SL 
German Ab Initio  II SL 

Group 3 
Individuals & 
Societies 

 
Global Studies 

 
US History AP 
Am Exp History H 
10 Indiv. & Soc. H 
US History H 

History Europe I HL 
History Asia and Oceania I HL  
History SL 
Economics I HL 
Economics I SL 
Environ. Sys and Soc  SL @ 

History Europe II HL 
History Asia and Oceania II HL 
History SL 
Economics II HL 
Economics I SL 
Environ. Sys and Soc  SL @ 

Group 4 
Science  

Physical Science H 
Foundations Phy Sci  

Biology AP 
Biology H 

Chemistry I SL or HL 
Physics SL # 
Environ. Sys and Soc  SL @ 

Chemistry II HL or SL  
Physics SL 
Environ. Sys and Soc SL @ 

Group 5 
Mathematics 

Geometry H 
9 Honors Math 

Algebra II H 
10 Advanced Math 

Mathematics I SL 
Mathematics II HL 

Mathematics II SL  
Mathematics III HL & BC Calculus IB/AP 
(concurrent enrollment) 

Group 6  
Fine Arts 
OR  
IB Elective** 

Art Exploration 
 
 
Orchestra 
Band 
Choir 

Drawing 
Graphics 1 
 
Orchestra 
Band 
Choir 

Visual Arts I  HL: Oil Painting 
IB 
Visual Arts I  HL:  Illustration 
and Digital Design II IB  
 
 
Orchestra 
Band 
Choir 

Visual Arts II HL: Art Portfolio IB HL 
(dbl period) 
Visual Arts II HL: Digital Multimedia HL 
 
O/B/C & Music IB SL (concurrent) 
O/B/C & Music IB SL (concurrent) 
O/B/C & Music IB SL (concurrent) 

Group 7  
SHHS & IB 
Requirements 

PE I/PE II 
 

Health/Elective 
 TOK I/GOV 

TOK II 
(Typically evening course - Semester I 
Only) 
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE  

INNER CORE REQUIREMENTS: 
TOK, CAS, AND EXTENDED ESSAY 

 
THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE I/GOV  1 UNIT 
 Advanced Grade 11   

TOK I/GOV is a core requirement for all IB Diploma Candidates. For the IB Diploma Candidate, TOK 
I/GOV represents the beginning of an important journey of self-awareness and reflection, presenting each 
student the opportunity to contemplate the degree to which their understanding of the world is shaped by 
the dominant paradigm of a given culture and time.  
 
TOK I/GOV will offer consideration of key epistemological questions related to TOK integrated with a 
study of the evolution of political philosophy in both Western and non-Western societies. TOK I/GOV is 
dedicated to understanding the factors that shape our perceptions of reality, values, and political ideology 
and belief systems. We will focus on a number of formal elements of American Government in particular 
during the first semester, enhancing your understanding of the operations and responsibilities in our own 
democratic republic. The study of public policy, politics, and governmental institutions will occur in ‘real 
time’ as we trace the emergence of both national and international events in recognition of our 
interdependence and globalization. Comparisons of political institutions and practices across countries and 
consideration of universal political, social and economic questions will be a regular practice. Students will 
complete Shaker’s government service requirement, develop an appreciation of the fundamentals of the 
U.S. Constitution and the operations of political system, and participate in Model Congress. Questions 
concerning the justification of the authority of the state and the nature of a just society will also be 
investigated.  
 
TOK I/GOV operates primarily as a seminar-style class with high expectations for student involvement and 
initiative. The TOK I/GOV experience presents students a unique avenue through which they can better 
understand the foundations of their own belief system and increase awareness of the values and motives of 
others. Students are encouraged to become conscious of how they define their own reality, value the 
inherent complexity of knowledge, and appreciate the many important dimensions that knowledge claims 
play in policy making and in a global society.  
 
This inquiry will begin with an examination of the four basic “ways of knowing”: perception, reason, 
language and emotion. Questions and issues within the traditional academic fields of mathematics, natural 
sciences, human sciences, religion, history, political science, the arts and ethics will be used as tools for this 
investigation. TOK I/GOV will encourage students to engage in comparative analyses and pursue synthesis 
as they consider interdisciplinary connections.  
 
Course requirements include the keeping of a journal, frequent group presentations, short papers and the 
submission of a formal TOK essay. Students will also complete a formal TOK group presentation that will 
be assessed as the Internal Assessment. 
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THEORY OF KNOWLEDGE II  ½ UNIT 
 Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 
Semester I of senior year    TOK I 

The TOK II course is offered during semester I of a Diploma Candidate’s senior year, once weekly, 
typically in the evening. Themes from TOK I will be reconstituted through guided readings and discussions 
with an emphasis on a variety of contemporary topics—social policy issues, medical ethics, global financial 
crisis, questions of conflict and genocide, environmental concerns and responsibilities—and then related to 
TOK themes. Regular efforts will be made to bring in relevant guest speakers and host panels of leaders in 
their given fields. The objective is to inform and engage TOK students in discussion, debate and ultimately 
enliven the understanding of complex and meaningful topics.  
 
Course requirements include participation in presentations, Socratic seminars, the keeping of a journal and 
the completion of the formal TOK paper that is externally assessed by IB. 

 
 

CREATIVITY, ACTIVITY, AND SERVICE (CAS) 
 
Creativity, activity and service (CAS) is at the heart of the Diploma Programme and is an essential element 
of every student’s Diploma Programme experience. It encompasses a range of activities alongside each 
student’s academic studies throughout the Diploma Programme.  
 
The three strands of CAS, which are often interwoven within particular activities, are characterized as 
follows: 
 

1. Creativity: arts, and other experiences, that involve creative thinking. 
 

2. Activity: physical exertion contributing to a healthy lifestyle, complementing academic work 
elsewhere in the Diploma Programme. 
 

3. Service: an unpaid and voluntary exchange that has a learning benefit for the student. The 
rights, dignity and autonomy of all those involved are respected. 

 
For the IB student, CAS encourages a greater awareness of oneself as a member of a community, and the 
shared responsibilities toward others and the environment. IB students in CAS will enhance their personal 
and interpersonal development through experiential learning. CAS also provides an important 
counterbalance to the academic pressures of the rest of the Diploma Programme. 
  
A good CAS program should be both challenging and enjoyable, a personal journey of self discovery. Each 
individual student has a different starting point and therefore different goals and needs. However, for many, 
the CAS activities include experiences that are both profound and life-changing. 
 
An IB CAS experience should involve (see diagram): 

•  real, purposeful activities, with significant outcomes. 
•  personal challenge—tasks must extend you and be achievable in scope. 
•  thoughtful consideration, such as planning, reviewing progress, reporting. 
•  reflection on outcomes and personal learning. 
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All proposed CAS activities need to meet these four criteria. CAS students will be active participants in 
both individual and sustained, collaborative projects. Regular meetings with the CAS Coordinator, record-
keeping, and reporting are required.  

The CAS component should continue on a regular basis for as long as possible throughout the two-year 
Diploma Programme experience. 

EXTENDED ESSAY 

The extended essay is an in-depth study of a focused topic chosen from the list of approved Diploma 
Programme subjects—normally one of the student’s six chosen subjects for the IB Diploma. It is intended 
to promote high-level research and writing skills, intellectual discovery and creativity.  

The Extended Essay provides students with an opportunity to engage in personal research in a topic of their 
own choice, under the guidance of a supervisor (a teacher in the school). This leads to a major piece of 
formally presented, structured writing, in which ideas and findings are communicated in a reasoned and 
coherent manner, appropriate to the subject chosen.  

It is recommended that completion of the written essay is followed by a short, concluding interview, or viva 
voce, with the supervisor. The extended essay is assessed against common criteria, interpreted in ways 
appropriate to each subject. 

The extended essay is: 

§ compulsory for all Diploma Programme students.
§ externally assessed and, in combination with the grade for Theory of Knowledge, contributes up to

three points to the total score for the IB Diploma.
§ a piece of independent research/investigation on a topic chosen by the student in cooperation with

a supervisor in the school.
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§ chosen from the list of approved Diploma Programme subjects, published in the Vade Mecum.
§ presented as a formal piece of scholarship containing no more than 4,000 words.
§ the result of approximately 40 hours of work by the student.
§ concluded with a short interview, or viva voce, with the supervising teacher (recommended).

In the Diploma Programme, the extended essay is the prime example of a piece of work where the student 
has the opportunity to show knowledge, understanding and enthusiasm about a topic of his or her choice. 

In those countries where it is the norm for interviews to be required prior to acceptance for employment or 
for a place at university, the extended essay has often proved to be a valuable stimulus for discussion. 

(Extracted from the IBO Extended Essay Program Guide, 2009) 

THE SHAKER EXTENDED ESSAY (EE) TIMELINE 

Support for the Extended Essay process will come from the Extended Essay Coordinator as well as a 
subject-specific faculty supervisor. Students will have opportunities to receive guidance on crafting 
research questions, the research process itself, and in organizing their papers. 

Continual progress on the Extended Essay is expected and monitored in order to space out the burden and 
ensure successful completion of the project. The first Extended Essay deadlines for Shaker students 
commence in the fall of the junior year with a mandatory EE meeting to review the EE timeline and 
expectations. By the late fall students will be expected to develop a “working topic” with research questions 
and acquire the support of a faculty supervisor. Most of the research should be completed during Semester 
II of the junior year. Clarifications of the thesis and outline will be expected during this period and a partial 
draft will be submitted prior to summer break.  

A formal draft of the paper will be due in early September of the senior year. This submission (with all 
sources and citations completed, properly formatted) to the faculty supervisor is a formal review. A final 
draft of the paper is due in January of senior year. Conferencing with both the EE Coordinator and your 
faculty supervisor about issues or questions that may arise is expected to occur throughout the experience. 



GRADES 6-12 COURSE PATHWAYS
(FLIPBOOK TIP: Click on the course below to go directly its description.)

To assist in course planning, course pathway charts are provided.  The course pathways may differ slightly for 
each students, however these charts provide a typical sequence.  Course level decisions should be made with 
great care and with the advice with parents, teachers and counselors.  For additional information about specific 
courses, see the course description section of this guide.

6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th  
Grade

10th  
Grade

11th  
Grade

12th  
Grade

Art 6 Art 7 Art 8

IB/PORTFOLIO PATHWAY

Art Exploration Core
(Grades 9-12)

The Nature of  
Drawing Honors
(Grades 10-12)

Visual Arts HL/Oil 
Painting Honors/IB

(1st Year)

Visual Arts HL/
Portfolio Workshop 

Advanced/IB
(2nd Year)

Illustration & Digital 
Design I Core

(Grades 10-12)

Visual Arts HL/
Illustration & Digital 
Design II Honors/IB

(1st Year)

Visual Arts HL/ 
Digital Multimedia 

Honors/IB
(2nd Year)

Art Exploration Core
(Grades 9-12)

Illustration & Digital 
Design I Core

(Grades 10-12)

Visual Arts HL  
Honors or Advanced

(Grades 11-12)

Independent Digital 
Multimedia Honors

(Grade 12)

Digital Imaging I 
Advanced (KAP)
(Grades 11-12)

Creative Digital 
Photography I  

Core**
(Grades 10-12)

Creative Digital
Photography II**

Honors
(Grades 11-12)

Photography I 
Advanced (KAP)
(Grades 11-12)

Mixed Media Core*
(Grades 9-12)

Ceramics I Core
(Grades 10-12)

Ceramics II Honors
(Grades 11-12)

Independent  
Sculpture Studio 

Honors
(Grades 11-12)

Jewelry/Metals I  
Core

 (Grades 10-12)

Jewelry/Metals II 
Honors

(Grades 11-12)

Independent Study 
Jewelry/Metals  

Honors
(Grade 12)

Gristmill Core
(Grades 10-12)

Gristmill Core
(Grades 10-12)

Gristmill Core
(Grades 10-12)

*Mixed Media is a semester course.
** Need Art Exploration or recommendation from the Art faculty.

Art Courses



Individuals & Societies Courses

6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

Required Individuals and Societies Courses

Individuals 
& Societies 

6

Individuals 
& Societies 

7

Individuals 
& Societies 

8

Global 
Studies 
Team

10 Indiv. & Soc. 
Team

11 American Government  
& Financial Literacy 

Team**
American Government

Global 
Studies

10 Indiv. & Soc.^

Electives AP United States  
Government and PoliticsAmerican Exp.^

AP U.S. History

Elective Individuals and Societies Courses

Asian Studies^

African American History*^

AP Macro Economics*

AP Micro Economics*

AP Modern European History/IB History Europe I HL

AP World History/IB History Asia and Oceania I HL

Comparative Economics Honors

Financial Literacy*

History of Popular American Music*^

Human Rights & Conflict *^

IB Economics I HL
IB Economics II HL/

Contemporary Economics 
(Advanced)

IB Economics SL

IB History SL 

IB History Europe I HL IB History Europe II HL

IB History Europe I HL/IB 
History Asia and Oceania 

I HL Seminar 

IB History Europe II/IB 
History Asia and Oceania 

II HL Seminar

Early African History/Contemporary African History 
Advanced (KAP)

Sociology*^

Personal & Professional Skills 

Jobs for Ohio Grads (JOG) 

AP Psychology

IB Psychology SL

Psychology*^

Criminology*^

^Honors Option      *Semester Course      **Required for 11th Grade Team students ONLY
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Language Acquisition Courses

6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

Literacy 
Learning 

Exploratory 
Language 

Acquisition 7

Exploratory 
Language 

Acquisition 8

Chinese 
Mandarin I Core

Chinese 
Mandarin II Core

Chinese 
Mandarin III 
Core/Honors/

Chinese B, 
Mandarin III SL

Chinese IV Core/
Honors/Chinese 
B, Mandarin IV 

SL

French I Core French II Core
French III Core/

Honors/ 
French B, III SL

French IV 
Core/Honors/

Advanced/ 
French B, IV SL

German I Core German II Core
German III Core/
Honors/German 

B, SL III

German IV Core/
Honors/AP/

German B, IV SL

Greek I Core Greek II Core Greek III Core /
Honors

Greek IV Core/
Honors

Latin I Core Latin II Core
Latin III Core/

Honors/ 
Latin III SL

Latin IV Core/
Honors/AP/Latin 

IV SL

Spanish I Core Spanish II Core
Spanish III Core/
Honors/Spanish 

B, III SL

Spanish IV 
Core/Honors 
Advanced/

Spanish B, IV SL

Chinese 
Mandarin 6

Chinese 
Mandarin 7

Chinese 
Mandarin 8

Chinese 
Mandarin II Core

Chinese 
Mandarin III 
Core/Honors

Chinese 
Mandarin IV 
Core/Honors/

Chinese B, 
Mandarin IV SL

Chinese 
Mandarin V 

Core/Honors/
Chinese B, 

Mandarin V SL

French 6 French 7 French 8 French II Core French III Core/
Honors

French IV 
Core/Honors/

Advanced/French 
B IV SL/HL

French V Core/
Honors/AP/
French B V 

SL/HL

German 6 German 7 German 8 German II Core German III Core/
Honors

German IV Core/
Honors/German 

B, IV SL

German V Core/
Honors/AP 

(coming in 2020)

German I 
(ab initio) 

German II 
(ab initio) 

Latin 6 Latin 7 Latin 8 Latin II Core Latin III Core/
Honors

Latin IV Core/
Honors/AP/Latin 

IV SL/HL

Latin V Core/
Honors/

Advanced/ 
Latin V SL/HL

Spanish 6 Spanish 7 Spanish 8 Spanish II Core Spanish III Core/
Honors

Spanish IV 
Core/Honors/

Advanced/
Spanish B, IV 

SL/HL

Spanish V 
Core/Honors/

Advanced/
Spanish B, V HL

Spanish I 
(ab initio) 

Spanish II 
(ab initio) 

All first year courses can be started at any grade at the High School.
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Language and Literature Courses

6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

6 Language  
& 

Literature#

7 Language 
& 

Literature^

8 Language 
and 

Literature^

9 Language and 
Literature  Life

10 Language 
and Literature 

Life
11 English Life 12 English Life

9 Language and  
Literature Team

10 Language 
and Literature 

Team
11 English Team

Yearlong courses 
or 2 semester-long 

electives

9 Language and 
Literature^

10 Language 
and Literature^ 11 English^

12 English

Anatomy Of Writing^

Literature and Human 
Expression ^

Creative Writing*^

+Film As Art*^

Fiction Writing*^

Social Issues In 
Contemporary Lit.*^

Poetry Writing*^

+Dramatic Literature &
Writing^

College Composition I 
& II (CCP)

12 English Lit. AP

12 English Comp. AP

11 English ADV/ 
English A: Literature 

HL
IB A-1 English HL

10 Amer. 
Experience^

12th Grade: One yearlong or two semester courses are required.

Enrichment Electives**

Journalism I*^ Journalism I*^ Journalism I*^ Journalism I*^

Journalism II*^ Journalism II*^ Journalism II*^ Journalism II*^

News 
Production H

News Production 
Honors

News Production 
Honors

Shakerite Shakerite Shakerite 

Asian Studies^ Asian Studies^ Asian Studies^

Writing Center Honors

# Enriched Option      * Semester Course      ^Honors Option 
+Film As Art and Dramatic Literature & Writing may be taken for Language and Literature or Theatre credit.

**These do not satisfy the 12th-grade Language and Literature reqirement.
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Mathematic Courses

6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

Pre-Algebra 1 Algebra 1 9 Honors Math 
H

10 Honors 
Math H

11 Advanced 
Math

D

BC Calculus 
AP

College Algebra 
& College 

Trigonometry 
Adv. (CCP)Statistics AP

Enriched 
Math 6 Pre-Algebra Algebra I 9 Honors Math 

H
10 Honors 

Math H
11 Advanced 

Math D

BC Calculus 
AP

Statistics AP 

Enriched 
Math 6 Pre-Algebra Algebra I 9 Honors Math

H

10 Honors 
Math

H

Mathematics 
IB 1 HL

Mathematics 
IB 2 and 3 HL

Enriched 
Math 6 Pre-Algebra Algebra I Geometry

H
Algebra II

H
Precalculus

H

AB Calculus 
AP

Statistics  AP

College Algebra 
& College 

Trigonometry 
Adv. (CCP)

Intro to 
Calculus H

Math 6 Pre-Algebra Algebra I Geometry
H

Algebra II
H

Mathematics 
IB 1 SL 

Mathematics 
IB 2 SL

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8 Algebra I
H

Geometry
H

Algebra II
H

Precalculus H

Statistics  AP

Math 6 Math 7 Math 8 Algebra I Geometry Algebra II

Precalculus

Statistics 

Financial 
Algebra

Mathematics courses are sequential and must be taken in the proper order. All of the four-year programs listed are in the proper 
order. Variations of the programs listed can be arranged to meet individual needs of students; however, students must adhere to 
the math department’s course change policy.
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6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th-12th Grade
Most HS courses can be taken in any year – 

please see course descriptions

Vocal Music

Music Chorus 7 Chorus 8

A Capella Choir *

Soprano/Alto Choir

Tenor/Bass Choir

Vocal Ensemble

Chanticleers *

Band

Band 6

Symphonic Winds 7 Symphonic Winds 8

Marching Band or Raiderettes  
*(all HS band members participate in  

Marching Band Semester 1, then are placed 
in a band listed below for Semester 2)

Concert Bands

Concert Winds 7 Concert Winds 8 Symphonic Band*

Concert Band 7 Concert Band 8 Wind Ensemble *

Jazz Ensemble 7 Jazz Ensemble 8

Jazz Ensemble *

Jazz Combo *

Jazz Band

Orchestra

Orchestra 6 Orchestra 7 Orchestra 8
String Orchestra 

Chamber  Orchestra *

Electives

Music Composition & Technology

AP Music Theory

IB Music

For grades 7 – 12, students may be placed in the appropriate music course according to their skill. 
Depending on the level/ensemble, audition may be necessary.

Music Courses

* By audition
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6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

Typical Honors/AP/IB Sequences

Science 6 Integrated 
Science 7

Integrated 
Science 8

Physical 
Science H Biology H/AP

Chemistry H/AP Physics H/AP

IB Chemistry I 
SL/HL

IB Chemistry II 
SL/HL

Enviro. Science 
H/AP Elective

and/or Electives

Typical Core Sequence

Science 6 Integrated 
Science 7

Integrated 
Science 8

Physical 
Science Core

Biology Core 
or Honors

Chemistry or 
Elective

Physics 
Foundations

Physics 
Conceptual or 

Elective

Typical General Sequences

Science 6 Integrated 
Science 7

Integrated 
Science 8

Physical 
Science 

Integrated

Biology 
Integrated

Biology II & III 
Integrated Elective

Physical 
Science Life Biology Life Environmental 

Science Life

Electives

Design 6 Design 7 Design 8

Design Core

Intro. To 
Computer 
Science

Computer Science AP/Prep for IB

Computer Science SL

AP Physics: 
Mechanics

Engineering Applications Honors

Environmental Science Core, Honors, AP

IB Environmental Systems & Socieities SL

IB Physics SL

Astronomy, Planets Core or Honors

Astronomy, Stars Core or Honors

Geology Core or Honors

Oceanography Core or Honors

Science Courses
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Theatre Arts Courses

6th 
Grade

7th 
Grade

8th 
Grade

9th 
Grade

10th 
Grade

11th 
Grade

12th 
Grade

Music/Art Music/Art Music/Art

Theatre Exploration Core

Acting I*^

Acting II*^

Jr. Ensemble 
Core or 

Jr Ensemble 
PE*

Honors Ensemble Honors or 
Sr. Ensemble Honors

Theatre Mgmt*^

Stagecraft/Design

Film as Art*^

Dram Lit & Writing*^

* Semester Course      ^Honors Option
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SHAKER HEIGHTS MIDDLE SCHOOL 

USING THE PROGRAM PLANNING GUIDE 

The Program Planning Guide contains all the essential information needed for students to plan their 
educational program. Prior to making course selections, both students and parents should read the Guide 
carefully. 

The courses selected each spring will determine the student’s schedule of classes for the next school year. 
Spring selections will result in individual class schedules that will be given to students in August.  

OPEN ENROLLMENT 

The Shaker Heights City School District has an open enrollment policy for all students interested 
in participating in any given course. Students are encouraged to pursue the highest level  

of instruction matching their motivation, interest, and previous learning. 

COURSE LEVEL DECISIONS 

Decisions regarding course levels should be made with great care and with the advice of parents, teachers, 
and counselors. Our collective goal is to consider your student’s current levels of academic performance, as 
well as work habits, motivation, organization, discipline and drive. To facilitate this process, Middle School 
counselors and department chairs are available to provide information about each course, the content 
covered, and the academic prerequisites necessary for success. The Program Planning Guide will also be 
useful in examining the scope and sequence of courses. 

Students’ academic performance and grades will be monitored very closely during the first report card 
grading period. Middle School staff members will work with students and families to provide assistance 
and support including, but not limited to, counseling students regarding the nature of the challenges and 
possible strategies to address them, and directing students to supports available at Shaker Middle School. 
Students who are not experiencing success may be moved to a different course at the end of the quarter or 
the semester. This reassignment will be at the discretion of the school principal. 

Please note: 

To assist students with their academic success, Shaker Heights Middle School provides the following 
supports: 

§ Raider Time: Student support that takes place Tuesday through Friday after school from 2:55-3:45 p.m.
§ Homework Tutoring Center: Individual and small group tutoring is offered free of charge to students

two times per week from 4-5:45 p.m., beginning at the end of September.

YOU AND YOUR COUNSELOR 

The School Counseling Department offers a variety of services to students, parents, faculty, and 
administration. Students are assigned to one of these counselors based on their last names. For the academic 
year, the student-to-counselor assignments are as follows:  

Last Name Counselor Phone Email Address 
A – G    Kristina Longino 295-4108 longino_k@shaker.org 
H – P    Chamaine Abrams 295-4275 abrams_c@shaker.org 
Q – Z Kelly Anderson 295-4103 anderson_k@shaker.org 
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Counseling services at Shaker Middle School are designed to meet the educational, social and emotional 
needs of students at each grade level. The counselor acts as a resource person, a coordinator between 
teachers, parents and students, and an advisor to the student. Each student is assigned to a counselor upon 
entering the Middle School and remains with that counselor for both 7th and 8th grade, allowing them to 
establish a relationship. The counselors seek to understand the expectations and concerns of both students 
and parents and work together closely to make the Middle School experience rewarding for each student. 
 
How does a student see a counselor? 

• Self-referral: walk in to make an appointment or submit a Google Student Meeting Request 
Form online or with the main office secretary 

• Administrator, teacher or support staff referral 
• Peer referral  
• Parent/guardian referral: please contact your counselor with any questions or concerns. 

 
 

MATH & LANGUAGE ACQUISITION COURSES OFFERED 
FOR HIGH SCHOOL CREDIT 

 
Recent Ohio legislation offers middle school students the opportunity to earn high school credit for high 
school level coursework taught by staff with appropriate credentials. This is a wonderful opportunity for 
Shaker Heights Middle School students to be challenged and positioned for more rigorous coursework in 
the future.  
 
The following middle school courses qualify for high school credit: 9 Honors Math, Algebra I, and 8th 
Grade Latin, French, Spanish, German and Mandarin.  
 
To earn high school credit, a student must successfully complete the coursework with a minimum grade of 
C, including passage of the related high school examination or its equivalent administered at the middle 
school. 
 
Upon successful completion of the course(s), the student will earn credit toward high school graduation 
requirements. All credits earned in this fashion will be reflected on the student’s high school transcript. 
 
If you have further questions or concerns regarding this new option, please feel free to contact your 
student’s school counselor.   
 
 

COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS 
 
College Credit Plus (in HB 487) will replace the Post-Secondary Educational Options (PSEO) and all 
alternative dual enrollment programs. This program allows students the opportunity to gain high school and 
college credit by taking classes at a local college or university with which the Shaker Heights City School 
District has a formal College Credit Plus agreement. Shaker Heights City School District will enter into 
agreements with local institutions of higher learning that will allow students to complete a 15- or 30-credit 
pathway toward college credit. Students must be enrolled in both high school and college, and will earn 
transcripted high school and college credit upon course completion.   
 
Students earn college credit for free, a tremendous cost savings toward a college education.  College Credit 
Plus offers a selection of courses and areas of study not normally available to high school students. Through 
Transfer Assurance Guarantees, students may confirm that coursework taken through College Credit Plus 
may transfer to any Ohio public institution. See your school counselor for more information and visit the 
College Credit Plus web page on the District’s website at www.shaker.org/ccp.aspx.  
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COURSES OFFERED 

 
 Seventh Grade Eighth Grade 

DESIGN Design 7 Design 8 

ART Art 7 Art 8 

INDIVIDUALS Individuals & Societies 7  Individuals & Societies 8   
& SOCIETIES 

LANGUAGE Language & Literature 7   Language & Literature 8   
& LITERATURE Language & Literature 7 Honors Language & Literature 8 Honors  

LANGUAGE  Novice Spanish 7 Novice Spanish 8 
ACQUISITION French 7   French 8   
 German 7 German 8 
 Latin 7   Latin 8 
 Spanish 7   Spanish 8 
 Mandarin 7   Mandarin 8      

MATHEMATICS Math 7   Math 8   
 Pre-Algebra   Algebra 1 
 Algebra 1   9 Honors Math   

MUSIC Chorus 7 Chorus 8 
 Orchestra Orchestra 
 Symphonic Winds Symphonic Winds 
 Concert Winds Concert Winds 
 Concert Band Concert Band 
 Jazz Ensemble Jazz Ensemble 

READING Reading Workshop Reading Workshop 

SCIENCES Integrated Sciences 7 Integrated Sciences 8   
  Integrated Sciences 7 Honors
 Integrated Sciences 8 Honors 

SPECIAL If your child has learning differences and you have questions regarding the  
EDUCATION courses, please contact the Special Education Department at Shaker Middle  
  School. 
 

 
All students are automatically assigned to Individuals & Societies, Health/Physical Education, and a Design 
course. 
 
Students who did not pass the reading section of the AIR state assessment and/or are below grade level on 
the MAP benchmark assessment may be assigned to a reading class to meet the state requirement for 
intervention. These students will not take Language Acquisition at this time. 
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LANGUAGE & LITERATURE in the MYP (ENGLISH) 
 
AIMS 
 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of MYP language and literature are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ use language as a vehicle for thought, creativity, reflection, learning, self-expression, analysis and 
social interaction 

§ develop the skills involved in listening, speaking, reading, writing, viewing and presenting in a 
variety of contexts 

§ develop critical, creative and personal approaches to studying and analyzing literary and non-
literary texts 

§ engage with text from different historical periods and a variety of cultures 

§ explore and analyze aspects of personal, host and other cultures through literary and non-literary texts 

§ explore language through a variety of media and modes 

§ develop a lifelong interest in reading 

§ apply linguistic and literary concepts and skills in a variety of authentic contexts 
 

Language and Literature instruction aligns to the Ohio State Standards for English Language Arts & Literacy. 
 
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 7  
Achievement focus: examination of literature with primary focus on non-fiction and fiction; projects 
involving written and oral presentation; continuing study of grammar reinforcing language communication 
and application to writing development; formal study of vocabulary; introduction and development of the 
expository paragraph; writing for a variety of purposes; library research skills; reading independently up to 
100 pages per week of non-textbook literature. 
 
Skills and Attitudes Leading to Student Success:  

§ Enjoys reading, writing, and working with language 
§ Understands the writing process 
§ Has mastered basic paragraph structure 
§ Exhibits average reading comprehension and understanding 
§ Is able to read and understand reading assignments of up to 10 pages per night, depending on 

the work studied 
§ Has some understanding of proper grammar, usage, and mechanics  
§ Practices critical thinking skills (application, analysis and synthesis) 
§ Has competent organizational skills 
§ Is able to handle assigned homework and submit on time 
§ Contributes to class discussions  
§ Engages in collaborative small group discussions and work sessions   

 
 
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 7 Honors 
Achievement focus: careful examination of literature, including non-fiction and fiction, drama, and poetry; 
projects involving critical analysis of and research in selected topics (written and oral presentations); 
continuing study of grammar reinforcing language communication and application to writing development; 
formal study of vocabulary; introduction and development of the expository paragraph; exploration of the 
multi-paragraph essay; writing for a variety of purposes; library research skills; reading independently up to 
200 pages per week of non-textbook literature. 
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Skills and Attitudes Leading To Student Success: 
§ Enjoys reading, writing, and working with language 
§ Understands the writing process 
§ Demonstrates above average vocabulary in writing and speaking 
§ Demonstrates mastery in writing a coherent, well-crafted paragraph 
§ Demonstrates a reading comprehension level that is at least two levels above grade level 
§ Exhibits critical reading skills (application, analysis, and synthesis) 
§ Is able to read and comprehend reading assignments of up to 25 pages per night depending on 

the work studied 
§ Has above average organizational skills 
§ Is able to handle regularly assigned homework and submit on time 
§ Contributes to class discussions 
§ Engages in collaborative small group discussions and work sessions    
 

 
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 8 
Achievement focus: examination of literature, including non-fiction and fiction, drama, and poetry; 
projects involving written and oral presentation; continuing study of grammar, usage, and mechanics 
reinforcing language communication and application to writing development; formal study of vocabulary; 
successful development and completion of a showcase writing portfolio, including a narrative, a literary 
analysis, a persuasive research essay, a creative piece, and a reflection; reading independently.  
 
Skills and Attitudes Leading to Student Success: 

§ Enjoys reading, writing, and working with language 
§ Understands the writing process 
§ Exhibits mastery of a unified, coherent expository paragraph 
§ Has average reading comprehension and understanding 
§ Is able to read and understand reading assignments of 10-20 pages per night, depending on the 

work studied 
§ Has some understanding of proper grammar, usage, and mechanics 
§ Has competent organizational skills 
§ Assumes ownership of regularly assigned homework 
§ Is able to contribute appropriately and meaningfully to the discussion of literature  
§ Is able to engage in collaborative small group discussions and work sessions   

 
LANGUAGE & LITERATURE 8 Honors  
Achievement focus: careful examination of literature, including non-fiction and fiction, drama, and poetry 
stressing critical thinking; projects involving written and oral presentations; continuing study of grammar, 
usage, and mechanics reinforcing language communication and application to writing development; study of 
vocabulary; successful development and completion of a showcase writing portfolio, including a narrative, a 
literary analysis, a persuasive research essay, a creative piece, and a reflection; reading independently. 
 
Skills and Attitudes Leading To Student Success: 

§ Enjoys reading, writing, and working with language 
§ Understands the writing process 
§ Demonstrates mature use of vocabulary in writing and speaking 
§ Demonstrates mastery of the well-developed expository paragraph 
§ Reads independently one or more levels above grade level 
§ Exhibits critical reading skills (inference, interpretation, and implication)  
§ Reads and comprehends challenging literature 
§ Is able to read and comprehend reading assignments of 25-30 pages per night, depending on 

the work studied 
§ Demonstrates proficiency in mechanics, usage, and grammar 
§ Has above average organizational skills 
§ Is able to engage in collaborative small group discussions and work sessions   
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READING and MATH WORKSHOP CLASSES 
Philosophy: The demanding world of the 21st century requires everyone to have basic literacy,computation 
and communication skills in order to gain knowledge, to become lifelong learners and to collaborate 
effectively with others. In our intervention workshop classes, students receive support in developing 
foundational literacy and mathematics skills in order to achieve success in school and beyond the 
classroom. The ultimate goal of these classes is to produce global citizens who are self-confident and self-
motivated members of society who understand that communication skills are vital to their own success and 
the success of others. 
 
Criteria for Placement in Reading and Math Workshop Classes 
We offer an intervention program because reading and math is vital for success across subject and content 
areas. Students are enrolled in a workshop class when they are identified as significantly below grade level in 
reading and/or math. We consider the following criteria when recommending placement in a workshop class. 
 

§ Student did not pass the reading and/or math section of the state assessment 
§ Student who has consistently scored below the 50th percentile on MAP on both the reading 

and math assessments (district benchmark) 
§ Recommendation by student’s Language & Literature and Math teachers 

 
Reading and Math Goals 
Reading instruction focuses on strategies that will help students acquire specific fluency, comprehension 
and vocabulary skills.  Math instruction focuses on strategies that will help students acquire basic fact 
fluency skills, mental math strategies and connection to Math 7 or Math 8 courses.  
 
Foundational Reading Strategies & Skills: 

§ Previewing a Text 
§ Making Predictions 
§ Questioning the Author 
§ Finding Information 
§ Identifying the Main Idea 
§ Connecting to the Text 

 
Foundational Math Strategies & Skills 

§ Number sense 
§ Number and pattern relationships 
§ Operation sense and computation 
§ Fractions, decimals and percents 
§ Proportional reasoning (Math 7 connection) 
§ Algebra (Math 8 connection) 

 
 
 

INDIVIDUALS & SOCIETIES in the MYP (HUMANITIES) 
 
AIMS 
 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of MYP Individuals & Societies are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ appreciate human and environmental commonalities and diversity 

§ understand the interactions and interdependence of individuals, societies and the environment 

§ understand how both environmental and human systems operate and evolve 
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§ identify and develop concern for the well-being of human communities and the natural environment 

§ act as responsible citizens of local and global communities 

§ develop inquiry skills that lead toward conceptual understandings of the relationships between 
individuals, societies and the environments in which they live 

 
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 7 
World Studies from 750 B.C. to A.D. 1600: Ancient Greece to the First Global Age 
The seventh grade year is an integrated study of world history, beginning with ancient Greece and 
continuing through global exploration. The All four humanities social studies strands (history, geography, 
government, and economics) are used to show illustrate how past historic events are shaped by geographic, 
social, cultural, economic, and political factors. Students develop their understanding of how historic events 
and ideas and events from the past have shaped left an impact on the world we live in today. Global 
interconnectedness is at the heart of this course. 
 
INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 8 
U.S. Studies from 1492 to 1877: Exploration through Reconstruction 
The historical focus continues in the eighth grade with the study of European exploration and the early 
years of the United States. This study incorporates all four social studies strands into a chronologic view of 
the development of the United States. Students examine how historic events are shaped by geographic, 
social, cultural, economic, and political factors.  
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS in the MYP 
 
AIMS 
 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of MYP mathematics are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ enjoy mathematics, develop curiosity and begin to appreciate its elegance and power 

§ develop an understanding of the principles and nature of mathematics 

§ communicate clearly and confidently in a variety of contexts 

§ develop logical, critical and creative thinking 

§ develop confidence, perseverance, and independence in mathematical thinking and problem-solving 

§ develop powers of generalization and abstraction 

§ apply and transfer skills to a wide range of real life situations, other areas of knowledge and future 
developments 

§ appreciate how developments in technology and mathematics have influenced each other 

§ appreciate the moral, social and ethical implications arising from the work of mathematicians and the 
applications of mathematics 

§ appreciate the international dimension in mathematics through an awareness of the universality of 
mathematics and its multicultural and historical perspectives 

§ appreciate the contribution of mathematics to other areas of knowledge 

§ develop the knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary to pursue further studies in mathematics 

§ develop the ability to reflect critically upon their own work and the work of others. 
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To help us understand this, the Common Core for Mathematics has developed a list of 8 Standards for 
Mathematical Practice that represents a balance of procedural and conceptual understanding: 
 

1. Make sense of problems and persevere in solving them 
2. Reason abstractly and quantitatively 
3. Construct viable arguments and critique the reasoning of others 
4. Model with mathematics 
5. Use appropriate tools strategically. 
6. Attend to precision 
7. Look for and make use of structure 
8. Look for and express regularity in repeated reasoning 

 
Level and Course Changes for Mathematics 
 
Students may change level in a mathematics course (e.g. Pre-Algebra to Math 7) no later than the end of the 
first quarter by teacher recommendation, consent from the parent/guardian, and approval by the principal or 
designee. 
 
To move up a grade level in a mathematics course, students must demonstrate mastery of the current 
curriculum by passing first and second semester exams with a score of at least 80%. Both exams must be 
completed a week prior to the end of the first quarter (e.g. a student enrolled in Pre-Algebra who wishes to 
take Algebra I must demonstrate mastery of Pre-Algebra curriculum by passing the first and second 
semester final exams with a score of at least an 80%). 
 
MATH 7 
The primary goals of the course are consistent with the 7th grade Ohio State Standards in Mathematics. 
Topics include an in-depth study of: ratio and proportional relationships, application of previous 
understanding of operations with fractions and integers, equivalence of expressions, solving multi-step 
equations, geometric concepts with the focus on applications involving surface area and volume, describing 
the relationship between figures, statistics and probability. Real-world applications will be used to develop 
a deep understanding of each topic. 
 
PRE-ALGEBRA  
Students enrolled in this course are expected to demonstrate proficiency in the 7th and 8th grade Common 
Core State Standards in Mathematics in one year. Along with topics in Math 7, students will study: 
expressions involving radicals and integer exponents, creating models and making comparisons of 
relationships linear and nonlinear, solving and analyzing pairs of linear equations, congruence and 
similarity and solving problems involving volume of cylinders, cones and spheres. Higher level real-world 
applications will be used to develop a deep understanding of each topic.   
 
MATH 8 
The primary goals of the course are consistent with the 8th grade Ohio State Standards in Mathematics. 
Topics include an in-depth study of: expressions involving radicals and integer exponents, creating models 
and making comparisons of linear and nonlinear functional relationships, solving and analyzing pairs of 
linear equations, statistical analysis using line of best fit, application of Pythagorean Theorem, congruence 
and similarity within transformations and solving problems involving volume of cylinders, cones and 
spheres. Real-world applications will be used to develop a deep understanding of each topic. Students 
completing this course with an A or B may be recommended for the Honors level courses at the High 
School. 
 
ALGEBRA I  
This course is designed for students who have demonstrated the ability to independently solve problems 
with complexity and apply mathematical skills to new situations in Pre-Algebra.  Students who earn an A, 
B or C each semester and earn at least a 70% on the end-of-year semester exam will be awarded Algebra I 
high school credit.  Topics include a study of: equivalency of expressions and different forms of equations, 
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arithmetic operations, relationships and solving equations with polynomials, simplifying rational 
expressions, creating, comparing and solving functions to model linear, exponential and quadratic 
relationships, solving systems of equations and inequalities, statistical analysis using two data sets.   
 
 

MUSIC in the MYP 
 
AIMS 
 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of MYP music are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ Create and present music 

§ Develop skills specific to the discipline 

§ Engage in a process of creative exploration and (self-) discovery 

§ Make purposeful connections between investigation and practice 

§ Understand the relationship between art and its contexts 

§ Respond to and reflect on music 

§ Deepen their understanding of the world. 
 
Through music and the arts, people explore the emotional nature of human life. By learning to perceive 
music with more sophistication, people learn to respond with more depth to the wide range of human 
emotion that gives life significance and meaning. 
 
In performing ensembles, this “education of feeling” is accomplished by helping students create high-
quality performances of music in many styles. As students become discriminating performers and listeners, 
they respond more fully and deeply to music’s expressive power. 
 
7th GRADE CHOIR 
The seventh grade choir is a vocal singing ensemble for all students who have an interest in singing in a 
group setting. Culminating performances are a meaningful and mandatory component of this ensemble. No 
audition is necessary, but an interest in singing and musical work ethic are required. This choir is a yearlong 
commitment, and rehearsals occur during the school day.   
 
8th GRADE CHOIR  
The eighth grade choir is a vocal singing ensemble available for students who audition and who are 
preparing for high school level singing literature. This group is reserved for students who have adequate 
music reading skills and proficient singing technique. Sight reading skills will be developed, and 
performances outside of the normal school setting such as large group contest occur on a regular basis.   
 
7th & 8th GRADE ORCHESTRA 
The Shaker Heights Middle School orchestra provides exciting musical experiences for students who play 
violin, viola, cello, string bass, piano, or harp. Daily class rehearsals involve learning about instrument 
mechanics, sound production, tuning, scales in various keys, fingering, and numerous concepts including 
ensemble techniques in the basic musical elements of rhythm, harmony, melody, and style. Preparation for 
performances in assemblies, school concerts, and community settings fosters group skills in listening, 
awareness, cooperation, and responsibility. Additional opportunities to work in small ensembles of duets, 
trios, and quartets assist in the development of critical listening skills, creativity of expression, and 
continued musical growth.  
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7th & 8th GRADE SYMPHONIC WINDS 
The 7th and 8th Grade Symphonic Winds consist of students in their third and fourth years of instruction. 
Membership is by band director recommendation. It is highly recommended that the symphonic students 
study privately on their instruments so that they can master the advanced literature performed with the 
group. These ensembles are designed to have ideal instrumentation and balance. These bands routinely 
perform music from the Ohio Music Education Association’s Middle School class A through High School 
class B level. The Symphonic Winds perform music from a variety of styles and time periods. The 
Symphonic Winds perform in scheduled evening concerts for the public in the fall, winter, and spring. 
Students in these groups are encouraged to participate in the Shaker Chamber Music Festival and OMEA 
sponsored Honors band.  
 
7th & 8th GRADE CONCERT WINDS 
The 7th and 8th Grade Concert Winds consist of students in their third and fourth years of instruction. 
Membership in these groups is determined by band director recommendation. These ensembles are 
designed to develop and nurture the student’s emerging musical skills. The Concert Winds also provide an 
opportunity for students to transfer instruments for the purpose of improving the balance and 
instrumentation of the band. This band routinely performs music from the Ohio Music Education 
Association’s Middle School A through High School class C level. It is highly recommended that students 
in this band study privately on their instruments due to the challenging nature of the literature performed 
with the group. The 7th and 8th Grade Concert Winds perform music from a variety of styles and time 
periods. The bands perform in scheduled concerts for the public in the fall, winter, and spring.  
 
7th & 8th GRADE CONCERT BANDS 
The 7th Grade and 8th Grade Concert Bands are composed of students in their second, third, and fourth years 
of instruction. Membership in these bands is determined by instrumentation and each student’s individual 
contribution. The Concert Bands place an emphasis on the fundamentals of musicianship and band 
performance, with opportunities to transfer instruments to improve the balance and instrumentation of the 
band. The Concert Bands perform music from a variety of styles and time periods as well as literature from 
the Ohio Music Education Associations’ Middle School class B and C levels. The bands perform scheduled 
concerts for the public in the fall, winter and spring. 
 
7th & 8th GRADE JAZZ ENSEMBLES 
The 7th and 8th Grade Jazz Ensembles rehearse a minimum of 90 minutes per week. These classes provide 
students with the opportunity to study and perform music within the jazz idiom, including swing, blues, 
rock, ballads, shuffles, waltzes, funk, and fusion styles. All students will develop the fundamentals of the 
art of improvisation and will have the opportunity to solo within the jazz group. Performances can include 
jazz festivals, middle school assemblies, elementary school field trips, jazz clinics, and the Shaker band 
department’s “Evening of Jazz.” Membership is open to students enrolled in the middle school bands who 
play a standard jazz instrument (Alto, Tenor, or Baritone Saxophone; Trumpet, Trombone, Euphonium, 
Tuba, Piano, Drums, Electric Guitar, and Bass Guitar). 
 
 

SCIENCES in the MYP 
 
AIMS 
 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of MYP sciences are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ understand and appreciate science and its implications 

§ consider science as a human endeavor with benefits and limitations 

§ cultivate analytical, inquiring and flexible minds that pose questions, solve problems, construct 
explanations and judge arguments 
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§ develop skills to design and perform investigations, evaluate evidence and reach conclusions 

§ build an awareness of the need to effectively collaborate and communicate 

§ apply language skills and knowledge in a variety of real-life contexts 

§ develop sensitivity toward the living and non-living environments 

§ reflect on learning experiences and make informed choices 

§ are able to interpret charts and analyze data 

§ are able to apply mathematical principles in a scientific setting 

§ are able to measure length, mass, volume (metric understanding) 

§ demonstrate ability to work independently and cooperatively in a laboratory setting 

§ complete regularly assigned homework and class work 
 
INTEGRATED SCIENCES 7 
In the Integrated Sciences 7 classes, students will explore topics using the scientific method and scientific 
equipment in a laboratory setting, which includes studies of ecology, physical science, and chemistry. 
 
Students will develop the following skills and attitudes to be successful in this course: reading ability, 
writing laboratory reports, applying mathematics to examine data and organizational skills to follow 
directions and complete assignments. Students will also continue to learn how to work with scientific 
equipment independently and cooperatively in a laboratory setting. 
 
HONORS INTEGRATED SCIENCES 7 
In the Advanced Integrated Sciences 7 classes, students will explore topics using the scientific method and 
scientific equipment in a laboratory setting, which includes studies of ecology, physical science, and chemistry. 
 
Students who generally find success at this level of study have an interest in science, read above grade 
level, have good writing skills, can comfortably apply mathematical principles in a scientific setting and 
have the ability to interpret charts, graphs and data. Students should be able to budget time effectively to 
handle the demands of homework assignments and are expected to work independently and cooperatively 
in a laboratory setting. 
 
INTEGRATED SCIENCES 8 
In Integrated Sciences 8 classes, students will explore earth science, physical science, genetics, and 
scientific measurement. 
 
Students will continue to develop their reading ability and will learn how to write more advanced laboratory 
reports. Students are expected to apply mathematical operations such as adding, subtracting, multiplying 
and dividing, to examine scientific data. To be successful in the course, students should be reading at grade 
level. Students are expected to complete homework assignments and to write laboratory investigations that 
involve using scientific concepts. 
 
HONORS INTEGRATED SCIENCES 8 
Advanced Integrated Sciences 8 explores a wide range of topics that are related to physical science, 
evolution, and scientific measurement. 
 
Students who are generally successful in this course have a reading level well above grade level, can use 
higher mathematics in problem solving as it applies to science, can interpret data, and apply what they have 
learned to new situations. Students must be able to work both under the direction of the teacher and 
independently in an exploratory setting. Students will be expected to use scientific inquiry in problem-
solving investigations. Advanced Sciences students should have an interest in science and should be 
reading independently outside of school. 
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Students Planning To Take Advanced Integrated Sciences Classes 
Students who are enrolled in Advanced Integrated Science Classes are expected to meet the following 
criteria: 

§ Read above grade level 
§ Demonstrate above average vocabulary and writing skills 
§ Are able to interpret charts and analyze data 
§ Are able to apply mathematical principles in a scientific setting 
§ Are able to measure length, mass, volume (metric understanding) 
§ Demonstrate self-motivation for independent projects and study 
§ Demonstrate ability to work independently and cooperatively in a laboratory setting 
§ Complete regularly assigned homework and class work 

 
 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION in the MYP 
 
AIMS 
 
An overarching aim of teaching and learning languages is to enable students to become critical and 
competent communicators. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of the teaching and learning of MYP Language Acquisition are to: 

• gain proficiency in an additional language while supporting maintenance of their mother tongue and 
cultural heritage 

• develop a respect for, and understanding of, diverse linguistic and cultural heritages 

• develop the student’s communication skills necessary for further language learning, and for study, 
work and leisure in a range of authentic contexts and for a variety of audiences and purposes 

• enable the student to develop multi-literacy skills through the use of a range of learning tools, such as 
multimedia, in the various modes of communication 

• enable the student to develop an appreciation of a variety of literary and non-literary texts and to 
develop critical and creative techniques for comprehension and construction of meaning 

• enable the student to recognize and use language as a vehicle of thought, reflection, self-expression 
and learning in other subjects, and as a tool for enhancing literacy 

• enable the student to understand the nature of language and the process of language learning, which 
involves the integration of linguistic, cultural and social components 

• offer insight into the cultural characteristics of the communities where the language is spoken 

• encourage an awareness and understanding of the perspectives of people from one’s own and other 
cultures, leading to involvement and action in one’s own and other communities 

• foster curiosity, inquiry and a lifelong interest in, and enjoyment of, language learning. 
 
Students may elect to study French, German, Latin, Mandarin, or Spanish. It is important to understand that 
these two-year Language Acquisition courses at Shaker Middle School are equivalent to the first level of 
high school study. Students who complete the second semester of eighth grade with a ‘C’ average and pass 
the eighth grade final exam will receive one (1) unit of high school credit and will be equipped to continue 
with the next level of study in ninth grade.  Due to the nature of the Novice Spanish curriculum, students 
enrolled in these courses will not receive high school credit, but may continue their studies at the high 
school. Students who are identified as significantly below grade level in reading will be enrolled in a 
Reading intervention class instead of a Language Acquisition course. 
 
Language Acquisition learning is sequential. Foundation skills, which build toward mastery of vocabulary 
and grammar, are the basis for learning.  
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FRENCH I-A (Grade 7)  
Students will be introduced to the French language and the cultures of the French-speaking world. 
Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture are the necessary components of language learning. These 
skills will be practiced through a variety of age-appropriate activities that focus on using French as a means 
of real-life communication. The vocabulary and grammatical structures introduced in the seventh grade will 
help prepare students for their continued study of French in the eighth grade. 
 
FRENCH I-B (Grade 8) 
In the eighth grade, students continue to develop their language proficiency. Greater emphasis is placed on 
oral and written communication. The vocabulary and grammatical skills emphasized provide the 
opportunity for students to speak and write about themselves and the world around them. Students learn 
about cultural topics such as the French fashion industry and the contributions of France to global culinary 
culture, as well as pursuing a year-long portfolio project about a French-speaking place of their choosing. 
Students who successfully complete this course will advance to High School French II. 
 
GERMAN I-A (Grade 7) 
This highly contextualized course is designed to get students to use their language. Multiple modes of 
communication (reading, writing, listening and speaking) will be developed in culturally rich units that 
leverage current trends in video, music and print resources. Vocabulary and grammar will be taught through 
global themes such as identities and relationships, personal and cultural expression, and globalization. 
Students will be highly encouraged to use their language in class and to explore German culture in our 
community. The foundation created in German I-A will prepare students for continued study in German I-B 
and beyond. 
 
GERMAN I-B (Grade 8) 
This course continues to build upon students’ foundational skills in German. Students will interpret and 
respond to a variety of authentic sources. More independent and reflective written tasks will allow students 
to make connections to what they interpret. Vocabulary and grammar will continue to be taught through 
global themes such as aesthetics, communications and media, and globalization. Students who successfully 
complete this course will advance to High School German II. 
 
LATIN I-A (Grade 7) 
Latin encompasses a three-pronged approach to the study of the language. First, students will work on 
prefixes and word roots to increase their English vocabulary. Next, students will study basic Latin 
vocabulary and grammar to prepare for further study at the eighth grade level. Finally, students will have 
many opportunities to learn about Roman mythology, culture, and civilization. The curriculum strands are 
developed through a wide variety of activities, games, dialogues, and projects, which engage Middle School 
students in active learning. 
 
LATIN I-B (Grade 8) 
The continuation of Latin at the Middle School provides students with an opportunity to increase their Latin 
and English vocabularies and transfer their basic language skills to English or to the study of another 
language. Students continue to work on increasingly complex Latin grammar and vocabulary, translation, 
word derivation, and reading skills. Students will also study, in greater depth, the mythology and history of 
the Romans and Greeks so that they will be able to understand classical civilizations as well as their 
influence on our government, philosophy, literature, and arts.  
 
MANDARIN I-A (Grade 7) 
Chinese culture is over 5,000 years old. Learning the Chinese language will give students a better 
understanding of the Chinese cultures, through the grammar and how the words are derived, such as why 
the number 8 is a lucky number in Mandarin and 4 is not. Since China has maintained one of the fastest-
growing economies in the world for over 20 years, studying Chinese can further a student’s potential in an 
era of global communication, international trade and multicultural exchange. 
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Students will continue their exposure to Chinese culture with greater emphasis on the development of 
reading, writing and oral communications skills. These skills will be practiced through a variety of age-
appropriate activities using phonetic “pinyin” and “simplified” Chinese characters. The initial stage of 
Chinese language learning requires imitation and repetition, which students will practice in the context of 
class activities and projects. The vocabulary and grammatical structures introduced in the seventh grade 
will help prepare students to continue their study of Chinese in the eighth grade. 
 
MANDARIN I-B (Grade 8) 
In the eighth grade, students continue to develop their language proficiency. Greater emphasis is placed on 
oral and written communication. The vocabulary and grammatical skills emphasized will provide the 
opportunity for students to speak about themselves and the world around them. 
 
SPANISH I-A (Grade 7) 
Seventh grade students will continue to study the Spanish language and the Spanish-speaking world at a 
rigorous pace in this high school level course. Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture are the 
necessary components of language learning. These skills will be practiced through a variety of age-
appropriate activities that focus on using Spanish as a means of real-life communication. The vocabulary 
and grammatical structures introduced in the seventh grade will help prepare students for their continued 
study of Spanish. Students who successfully complete this course will advance to Spanish I-B. 
 
SPANISH I-B (Grade 8) 
In the eighth grade, students will continue to develop reading, writing, listening and speaking proficiency. Students 
learn vocabulary and grammar at a rigorous pace in this high school level course. This provides opportunities for 
students to speak and write about themselves and the world. Students continue to explore the Spanish-speaking 
cultures. Students who successfully complete this course will advance to High School Spanish II. 
 
NOVICE SPANISH 7 
Seventh grade students will explore the Spanish language and the Spanish-speaking world.  Listening, 
speaking, reading, writing, and culture will be practiced through a variety of age-appropriate activities that 
focus on using Spanish as a means of real-life communication. Although students will be expected to 
complete assignments outside of class, much work will be done in class with teacher support. The 
vocabulary and grammatical structures introduced in the seventh grade will help prepare students for 
continued language study. 
 
NOVICE SPANISH 8 
Eighth graders will continue their study of the Spanish language and the Spanish-speaking world.  
Listening, speaking, reading, writing, and culture will be practiced through a variety of age-appropriate 
activities that focus on using Spanish as a means of real-life communication. Students will be expected to 
complete assignments outside of class; however, much work will be done in class with teacher support. The 
vocabulary and grammatical structures studied in the eighth grade will help prepare students for further 
language study. 
 
 
 

PHYSICAL AND HEALTH EDUCATION in the MYP 
 
AIMS 
 
The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience.  
 
The aims of MYP physical and health education are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ use inquiry to explore physical and health education concepts 

§ participate effectively in a variety of contexts 
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§ understand the value of physical activity 

§ achieve and maintain a healthy lifestyle 

§ collaborate and communicate effectively 

§ build positive relationships and demonstrate social responsibility 

§ reflect on their learning experiences 
 
All seventh graders take one quarter of PE and one quarter of health. All eighth graders take one semester 
of PE and no health class during the school year.  
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
The Shaker Heights Physical Education Course of Study is aligned with the following standards developed 
by the National Association of Sport and Physical Education (NASPE): 
 
1. Demonstrates competency in motor skills and movement patterns needed to perform a variety of 

physical activities (Motor Skills). 
2. Demonstrates understanding of movement concepts, principles, strategies, and tactics as they apply 

movement to the learning and performance of physical activities (Performance Concepts). 
3. Participates regularly in physical activities (Active Lifestyles). 
4. Achieves and maintains a health-enhancing level of physical fitness (Physical Fitness). 
5. Exhibits the responsible personal and social behavior of respect for one’s self and others in physical 

activity settings (Personal/Social Skills). 
6. Values physical activity for health, enjoyment, challenge, self-expression, and social interaction 

(Values Physical Activity). 
 
HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAM 
 
The key to a healthy lifestyle is based on one's ability to make informed decisions each day. As adolescents 
gain independence, it is paramount that they have the skills and knowledge necessary to: 
 
1. Access reliable health information from a variety of sources. 
2. Arrive at independent solutions using a valid decision-making model. 
3. Comfortably communicate these decisions in social settings. 
 
The Shaker Heights Health Education Curriculum is aligned to the National Health Education Standards 
and includes topics such as: effective communication and social skills, peer relationships and dating, 
sexuality, peer pressure, dating and abstinence, marriage, pregnancy and childbirth, contraception, stress 
management, depression and suicide prevention, causes of addictive behavior, nutrition and physical 
fitness. 
 
 
 

ARTS in the MYP 
 
AIMS 
 
Students are encouraged to develop their artistic skills to the best of their capacities. The Shaker Heights 
Middle School Art Department provides students with opportunities to imagine, think, and problem solve 
through a variety of mediums based on the Ohio Fine Arts Standards, which are: Perceiving, Knowing, 
Producing, Performing, Responding, and Reflecting. 
 
Learning through the visual arts helps students to explore, shape, and communicate a sense of identity and 
understanding of the world, while providing opportunities to develop self-confidence, resilience, and 
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adaptability. The need for well-rounded students who are able to think “outside the box” makes it 
imperative that the visual arts play an important role in their education.  
 
The goals of the IB/MYP visual arts program are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ Create and present art 

§ Develop skills specific to the discipline 

§ Engage in a process of creating exploration and (self) discovery 

§ Make purposeful connections between investigation and practice 

§ Understand the relationship between art and its contexts 

§ Respond to and reflect on art 

§ Deepen their understanding of the world 
 
Program 

The 7th- and 8th-grade art curriculum is designed for thirty-six weeks of studio work with classes meeting 
daily. The year-long course demands that the curriculum be well balanced and versatile to provide an 
experience to meet the needs of a variety of students. The MYP art program objectives allow for creativity 
and inventiveness through learning experiences and interdisciplinary units.  
 
Visual arts expose students to: drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, fabric design, mixed- media, two-
dimensional and three-dimensional media, ceramics, sculpture, and crafts. Students study art history, art 
criticism, and aesthetics, and develop skills for lifelong learning and appreciation for the visual arts and art 
careers. MYP Process Journals, formerly known as sketchbooks, are also used to aid student growth and 
creativity. Throughout the year-long course, students will be provided with opportunities for service 
learning projects that will utilize their developing visual arts skills and explorations. By participating in 
these visual adventures, students will discover multiple avenues for communication and relations building 
in a supportive and safe environment.  
 
The MYP Assessment for the Visual Arts 7th and 8th year long courses includes: 

§ Criterion A: Knowing and Understanding 
§ Criterion B: Developing skills 
§ Criterion C: Thinking creatively 
§ Criterion D: Responding 

 
 

DESIGN in the MYP 
 
AIMS 

The aims of all MYP subjects state what a teacher may expect to teach and what a student may expect to 
experience and learn. These aims suggest how the student may be changed by the learning experience. 
 
The aims of MYP design are to encourage and enable students to: 

§ enjoy the design process and develop an appreciation of its elegance and power 

§ develop knowledge, understanding and skills from different disciplines to design and create solutions 
to problems using the design cycle 

§ use and apply technology effectively as a means to access, process and communicate information, 
model and create solutions, and to solve problems 

§ develop an appreciation of the impact of design innovations for life, global society and environments 
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§ appreciate past, present and emerging design within cultural, political, social, historical and 
environmental contexts 

§ develop respect for others’ viewpoints and appreciate alternative solutions to problems 
§ act with integrity and honesty, and take responsibility for their own actions developing effective 

working practices. 

All 7th  and 8th-grade students take one semester of Design each year. 
 
In both 7th and 8th grade, Design students will solve problems and complete tasks by using technology and the 
IB Design Cycle, which requires students to investigate a problem, plan a solution, design and create the 
solution and then evaluate the success of that solution.  This will be an engaging, hands-on class, which will 
allow students to apply the problem-solving and collaboration skills that they are gaining throughout the IB 
program to real-world situations.  Every Design class will meet the IB design curriculum standards and will 
incorporate Science, Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM) best practices and community partnerships. 
 
 

LIBRARY 

Philosophy 

The Shaker Middle School Library program fosters independent learning using inquiry as a framework for 
instructional experiences that use a wide range of resources. We believe that students need experiences in 
using information for academic needs and to build the habits of mind that lead them to use and share 
knowledge, as well as to participate ethically and productively as members of our global society.   
 
We believe that reading is the basis for effective use of information and literature in all formats (textual, 
visual, etc.). It is key to lifelong learning and is the basis for reflection and communication. As information 
becomes available in new contexts, students also need to become responsible digital citizens. This 
encompasses using information ethically and using social tools responsibly and safely. The library provides 
equitable access to information sources, technology, and the tools that students use now and in their future.    
 
Program 

The Middle School Library program is a key component of the educational program and supports all 
subject area curricula. The information, technology, and media literacy skills in the library curricula form 
the basis for collaborative efforts with teachers to expand student understanding and abilities. The use of 
library resources is combined with subject area lessons and activities so that the skills required to use 
specific resources are taught at the point where students need to make use of them. In this way, students can 
see the benefit of understanding these tools as they use them in the work they are doing for classes. 
Instructional concepts covered at both the seventh and eighth grade levels include: 

§ Orientation to the library and its resources 
§ Critical evaluation of information and use of online resources, both free and subscription 
§ Use of a research model to guide inquiry, which develops the ability to access, select, 

evaluate, and synthesize information from a wide variety of resources 
§ Strategies for searching for information in various formats (online, print, database, etc.) 
§ Use of technology tools and applications that support learning activities 
§ Guidance in the ethical use of information resources 
§ Creation of media in a variety of formats as indicated by assigned classroom projects 
§ Fostering reading for academic and personal interests through book talks, individual reading 

guidance, and participatory events (contests, book clubs, etc.) 

The Middle School Library program encourages students to use its resources in a variety of ways. Their 
teachers schedule time for classes in the library for research and instruction. Students may use the library 
independently during conference periods, study hall periods, and as needed from a class with teacher 
permission. Students can also participate as library assistants, a service activity that they can join as their 
schedule permits.  



 
 

| Shaker Heights Middle School | 

  

 
 

49 

The Middle School Library program provides a variety of resources for student use: 

§ A large collection of print and visual media  
§ A wide range of online subscription databases providing reference books (encyclopedias, 

dictionaries, etc.), magazines and journals, videos, etc. 
§ Computers, cameras, and other equipment for projects and papers 

 
Many library resources are also available on the virtual Middle School Library at www.shaker.org. A 
number of these information/database resources require access codes provided to students by the library 
staff. These online resources are available at school and at home, providing 24/7/365 access to the library. 
 
 

SPECIAL EDUCATION 
 
Philosophy 

Shaker’s special education program serves students with disabilities through a comprehensive testing 
program and consultation with special education staff, in accordance with guidelines set forth by the Ohio 
Department of Education. 
 
If a student qualifies for special education services, the services will be reviewed with the student and the 
parent by the team of professionals (school psychologist, special education teacher, regular education 
teacher, administrator, and counselor) through the Evaluation Team process. After this consultation, an 
Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is developed and shared with the student and parent, who must sign 
this plan prior to the student receiving special education services. The Ohio State Department of Education 
recognizes the following disabilities through the child find process: Autism, Cognitive Disability (mental 
retardation), Deaf-Blindness, Deafness, Emotional Disturbance, Hearing Impairment, Multiple Disabilities, 
Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Speech or Language 
Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury, and Visual Impairment.  
 
Types of special education assistance at the Middle School are as follows: 
 
REGULAR CLASS/INCLUSION: Collaboration/consultation/co-teaching services focus on special 
educators (Intervention Specialists) and general educators working together to best meet the needs of 
students with disabilities as well as children who may be "at risk." Each school operates Response to 
Intervention Teams to promote data driven instruction, to individualize learning experiences and to 
effectively integrate resources that would positively impact the child's educational program. 
 
RESOURCE ROOM/INTERVENTION CLASSES: The Resource Room serves children whose disabilities 
require intensive programming. The Resource Rooms offer an alternative/modified curriculum in a small group 
setting, which provides personalized options that are not offered in the general education program. These 
placements are considered cross-categorical, meaning students with a variety of disabilities are served in the 
same special class. Classes are taught to special education students by a special education teacher. 
 
SMALL GROUP INSTRUCTION/TUTORING: This service is intended to remediate deficits and to 
enhance performance in the regular classroom. The small group instruction periods do not focus on 
completing homework, but rather work to address skills deficits identified in the student’s IEP. The focus of 
these groups may include academic needs and social/emotional needs. 
 
Programs are tailored to meet individual student needs. Children identified as having significant needs, such 
as Cognitive Disabilities (CD) or Multiple Disabilities (MD), will be provided an integrated study of core 
subjects, mainstreaming experiences to the extent possible and when appropriate, prevocational training, 
and progressive preparation for independent living through functional/life skills curriculum. Each student’s 
program is developed and monitored by special education teachers and staff, as well as the IEP team.   
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SHAKER HEIGHTS HIGH SCHOOL 
 

USING THE ACADEMIC PLANNING GUIDE 
 
The Academic Planning Guide contains all the essential information needed for students to plan their educational 
program. The guide should be read carefully by both students and parents before making course selections. The 
courses selected each spring will determine the student's schedule of classes for the next school year. A 
schedule based on selections made in the spring will be provided to students in the fall. Students will not be 
allowed to change courses; they may adjust levels only. 
 

OPEN ENROLLMENT 
 
The District has an open enrollment policy for all students interested in participating in any given course. 
Students are encouraged to pursue the highest level of instruction matching their motivation, interest, and 
previous learning. Some course descriptions indicate preparatory coursework that is “Recommended” which, 
in our professional experience, best prepares a student for success. However, students may also access their 
choice of courses through permission of the Department Chair or Principal. To satisfy Shaker Heights High 
School and Ohio Graduation requirements, students in 11th and 12th grades will receive priority registration.  

Courses and levels of instruction listed in the Academic Planning Guide will be scheduled based on enrollment. 
 

COURSE LEVEL DECISIONS 
 
Course level decisions should be made with great care and with the advice of parents, teachers, and school 
counselors. When selecting courses, please consider your child’s current levels of academic performance, 
as well as work habits, motivation, organization, discipline and drive.  

Students’ academic performance and grades will be monitored very closely during the first report card 
grading period. High School staff members will work with students and families to provide assistance and 
support including, but not limited to, working with students outside the school day, counseling students 
regarding the nature of the challenges and possible strategies to address them and directing students to the 
supports available at Shaker Heights High School. Students who are not experiencing academic success 
may be moved to a less demanding course at the end of the quarter or the semester. This reassignment will 
be at the discretion of the school principal. 
 
Please note: 
Highly successful students at the High School use a variety of supports proactively to achieve success.  To 
assist students with their academic success, Shaker Heights High School provides the following support: 
§ Conference Period - Teachers are available for support from 3-4 p.m. throughout the week. 
§ Academic Resource Center - Individual and small group tutoring is offered free of charge to students 

on Tuesday-Thursday from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. beginning at the end of September. 
§ Study Circles - Facilitated teacher support for Honors, Advanced, AP and IB courses in Math, Science 

and Social Studies. The meetings take place at the High School weekly in the afternoon. 
§ Small group tutoring - We provide tutoring in English and Math to students weekly, during the school 

day. Most often students are pulled out from their Physical Education course or Study Hall. The 
students are offered this support through their school counselor. 

§ Individual tutoring in Math is offered to students by volunteers from the community. The work is done at 
the High School in the library during the school day and after school. Information on paid, private 
tutoring in all areas and for college test preparation can be provided by the school counselor.  

§ Because the Math and Science curricula are highly structured, closely related and have a significant bearing 
on later course option, students planning to take Honors and AP science courses in the future are advised to 
enroll in Physical Science Honors and either Honors Geometry or 9 Honors Math courses as ninth graders. 
Students planning to take AP or IB math should have completed Algebra I in the eighth grade. 

§ NCAA rules stipulate that only Core, Honors and AP courses approved by NCAA will count toward 
initial eligibility for college athletes. Independent study courses do not count toward NCAA eligibility.   
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Current Graduation Requirements Recommended 
 Credits 

Subject Credits Additional Stipulations & Explanations 
Ohio state 

universities 
More 

selective 
Language  
& Literature 

4 Must include 9th, 10th, 11th, and 12th grade English 4 4 

Mathematics* 4 Mathematics units must include 1 unit of Algebra II or the equivalent of 
Algebra II 

4 4 

Science 3 1 credit in a Physical Science 
1 credit in Biology 

Total of 3 lab sciences 3 4 

Individuals  
& Societies 

3 1 credit in Global Studies 
1 credit in US History 

1/2 credit in American Government 
1/2 credit in a Senior Social Studies course 

3 4 

Physical 
Education 

1 9th graders take two 1/4 credit semesters. 
10th graders take one 1/4 credit semester. 
11-12th graders take one 1/4 credit semester. 
P.E. medical excuses do not reduce total credits for graduation. 

  

Health 1/2 10th graders take one ½ credit semester.   
Fine and 
Practical Arts 

1 Most colleges require one credit in Fine Arts. 
(Fine Arts = Music, Theatre, Art, and Photography) 
Practical Arts meet the Shaker requirement. 
(Practical Arts = Informational Design and Career Prep) 

1 1 

Language 
Acquisition* 

0 Most colleges require at least two years of one language. 
Honors Diplomas require 2 years each of two different languages or 3 

years of one language taken during high school. 
Highly selective colleges prefer four years of one language. 

2 
3 preferred 

4 

Elective 4 From any of the subject areas above, except Physical Education.   
TOTAL 20 1/2 Additional Diploma Requirements: 

Students must earn a cumulative passing score of 18 points using seven 
end-of-course state tests, or earn a remediation-free score on a national 
college admissions test.  State of Ohio will pay one time for all 11th 
grade students to take national exam free of charge. 

  

*Algebra and Language Acquisition credits earned at Shaker Middle School count toward graduation. They are not included in 
GPA. 

 
Readiness Requirements 
Graduates must fulfill at least one option below to show that he or she is ready for college or employment. 

● Ohio’s State Tests: Earn at least 18 points on seven end-of-course state tests. End-of-course tests 
are Algebra I or Integrated Math I; Geometry or Integrated Math II; American Government; 
American History; English I; English II; and Biology. Each test score earns a student up to five 
graduation points. A student must have a minimum of four points in math, four points in English 
and six points across science and social studies. Schools and districts receive grades on the Ohio 
School Report Cards for all students’ scores and participation on state tests.  

● Industry Credential and Workforce Readiness: Earn a minimum of 12 points by receiving a 
State Board of Education-approved, industry-recognized credential or group of credentials in a 
single career field and earn a 13 on WorkKeys, a work-readiness test. The state of Ohio will pay 
one time for a student to take the WorkKeys test. 

● College and Career Readiness Tests: Earn the “remediation-free” scores* on either: 

ACT SAT 
English - 18 or higher  Writing - 430 or higher 
Mathematics - 22 or higher  Mathematics - 520 or higher 
Reading - 22 or higher  Reading - 450 or higher 

State of Ohio will pay one time for all 11th grade students to take national exam free of charge. 

*Ohio’s university presidents set these scores, which are subject to change.
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Comparison of Diplomas with Honors Criteria 
Students need to fulfill all but one of the applicable criteria for the Diploma with Honors 

Subject 
International Baccalaureate 

Diploma with Honors*** 
Academic Diploma  

with Honors 
Career-Technical 

Diploma with Honors 

Language & 
Literature 

4 units, plus the two required 
International Baccalaureate Essays 

4 units 4 units 

Mathematics 4 units, including Algebra I, Geometry, 
Algebra II or the equivalent and another 
higher-level course or a four-year sequence 
of courses that contain equivalent content 

4 units, including Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II or the 
equivalent and another higher-
level course or a four-year 
sequence of courses that contain 
equivalent content 

4 units, including Algebra I, 
Geometry, Algebra II or the equivalent 
and another higher-level course or a 
four-year sequence of courses that 
contain equivalent content 

Science 4 units including Biology, Chemistry and at 
least one additional advanced science**** 

4 units, including Physics and 
Chemistry 

4 units, including two units of 
advanced science**** 

Individuals & 
Societies 

4 units 4 units 4 units 

Language Acquisition 4 units minimum, including at least 2 units 
in each language studied 

3 units (must include no less 
than 2 units for which credit is 
sought), i.e. 3 units of one 
language or 2 units each of two 
languages 

N/A 

Fine Arts 1 unit 1 unit N/A 

Electives N/A N/A 4 units of Career-Technical 
minimum. Program must lead to an 
industry recognized credential, 
apprenticeship, or be part of an 
articulated career pathway that can 
lead to post secondary credit 

Grade Point Average 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 3.5 on a 4.0 scale 

ACT/SAT Score  
[excluding scores 
from the writing 
sections]* 

27 ACT / 1210 SAT 27 ACT / 1210 SAT 27 ACT / 1210 SAT 

Additional 
Assessment 

Must complete criterion-referenced 
assessments in a minimum of six academic 
disciplines, the Extended Essay and the 
CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) 
requirements. 

N/A Achieve proficiency benchmark 
established for appropriate Ohio 
Career-Technical Competency 
Assessment or equivalent 

Diploma with Honors requirements pre-suppose the completion of all high school diploma requirements in the Ohio 
Revised Code including: 

 ½ unit Physical Education** ½ unit in American History 
 ½ unit Health ½ unit in Government 

*Writing section of either standardized test should not be included in the calculation of this score. 
** SB 311 allows school districts to adopt a policy exempting students who participate in interscholastic athletics, 
marching band or cheerleading for two full seasons or two years of JROTC from the physical education requirement. 
*** The International Baccalaureate track to the Honors Diploma requires full completion of all requirements for an IB 
Diploma Programme including the Theory of Knowledge Course in meta-cognition, the Extended Essay project and the 
150 hour Creativity, Action, and Service (Service Learning) requirement. Note: The International Baccalaureate 
Certificate Programme does not qualify for this track to the Diploma with Honors. 
**** Advanced science refers to courses in the Ohio Core that are inquiry based with laboratory experiences and align 
with the 11th/12th grade standards (or above) or with an AP science course, or with the new high school syllabi, or with an 
entry-level college course (clearly preparing students for a college freshman-level science class, such as anatomy, botany, 
or astronomy or contain material above the current OGT level.  
Students must meet state of Ohio Requirements: See page 55
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GRADE PLACEMENT 

Assigned Grade Requirements 

9th (promoted from 8th grade) 

10th 5 Credits 

11th 10 Credits 

12th 15 Credits 
 

Algebra and World Language credits earned at the Middle School count toward graduation.  
They are not included in GPA. 

 
 

HIGH SCHOOL CORE CURRICULUM 
 
The Advisory Commission on Articulation between Secondary Schools and Ohio Colleges appointed by the 
Ohio Board of Regents and the State Board of Education has recommended the following: 
 

§ The Core curriculum should include: 

4 units of English 4 units of Mathematics 
3 units of Social Studies    3 units of Science (4 preferred) 
3 units of World Language  1 unit of Fine and/or Practical Arts 

§ Private and state-assisted four year colleges and universities generally require that students who 
wish to be admitted on an unconditional basis successfully complete the requirements listed above. 

 
 

SUBJECT LOAD AND STANDARDS  
FOR DEFINING THE SCHOOL DAY 

The State of Ohio Department of Education prescribes the minimum official day and minimum subject load 
for students. The Minimum Standards for Ohio Schools outline that: 
 

§ A full-time student needs to be scheduled for at least six hours of classes or other guided-learning 
experience or flexible credit per semester. 

§ Other guided-learning experiences or flexible credit need to be educational; planned by the 
student, parent, and certified school personnel; and approved by the principal. 

 
 

ACCELERATED GRADUATION 
Students planning to graduate after only six semesters of high school must: 

§ Have a plan confirmed two semesters prior to the completion date. 
§ Schedule a conference with both their parent(s) and school counselor. 
§ Have written parent approval submitted to the school counselor. 

 
Students planning to graduate after only seven semesters of high school must: 

§ Have written parent approval by the spring of the 11th grade. 
§ Have a plan started and tentatively approved by the second Monday in May. 
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COMMUNITY SERVICE 
 
An important component of a complete education is developing the awareness, initiative and skill to give to 
others and to contribute to the benefit of one's community. Therefore, while not required for a Shaker 
Heights High School diploma, Shaker Heights High School is committed to providing and supporting a 
variety of service education programs and to recognizing the volunteer efforts of Shaker students. 
 
Many clubs are service oriented. Students are encouraged to make community service a part of the yearly 
experience through these clubs, class projects, senior projects or personal initiative. Volunteer hours are 
required for an IB diploma or Shaker IB Medallion; however, it is recommended for all students. 
 
 

GRADE POINT AVERAGE (GPA) 
§ A student's GPA starts with grades earned in the ninth grade and includes all subsequent work 

taken in high school. Grades earned in the Middle School are not counted in the GPA. Only 
semester grades are used in the calculation of grade point averages. 

§ If a student fails a course and later passes the same course, both marks will be used in computing 
the GPA. Only the passing grade will show on the transcript unless the subject is failed in the 12th 
grade.  

§ Similarly, both marks will be used in computing grade point average of any student re-taking a 
course for grade improvement. Double credit is not given when a course is re-taken for grade 
improvement, and the higher grade appears on the transcript. 

§ GPA is printed on a student's transcript. 

§ Shaker does not rank students. 

 
 

THE MARKING SYSTEM 
§ There are four nine-week marking periods. 

§ Grades are recorded at the end of each marking period. 

§ Marks represent a teacher's professional judgment of a student's scholastic achievement. 

§ Marks are based on cumulative achievement throughout a semester. 

§ Units of credit are awarded upon successful completion of each semester.  

§ A student may need to successfully complete first semester before going on to second semester.  

§ The marking system is as follows: 

 
GRADES  EFFORT 

A - Superior P- Pass in a Pass/Fail Course E - Excellent 

B - Above Average X - Pass on Effort S - Satisfactory 

C - Average IN- Incomplete U - Unsatisfactory 

D - Below Average  # - Medical Excuse 

F - Failure  
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LEVELS OF INSTRUCTION 
 
All course descriptions include a designated level of instruction. 

§ For some courses, students can and may change from one to another level of instruction during the 
school year, but this is not encouraged. 

§ The deadline for changing from one level to another in Semester I and full-year courses is the last 
Friday in September. The deadline for Semester II courses is the last Friday in February. If there is 
a need for a level change outside of this time frame, the change should be endorsed by the teacher 
and department heads. 

§ Below are the levels of instruction: 
 

 Advanced A or D 
  Honors H 
  Core C 
  General Education G 

 
 

WEIGHTING OF MARKS 
 
Each student is evaluated in terms of achievement at the level of instruction designated for or elected within 
each course according to the following formula: 
 

GPA QUALITY POINTS 
 

LETTER MARK AP/D/some IB H/some IB  All Others 
A 5 4.5  4  
B 4 3.5  3  
C 3 2.5  2  
D 2 1.5  1  
F All marks of "F" carry a point value of zero 
P All marks of "P" are not included in GPA 
X All marks of "X" carry a point value of .5 

 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION QUALITY POINTS 

   GRADE QUALITY POINTS 
A  2.0 
B  1.5 
C  1.0 
D  0.5 
F  0.0 

 
Physical Education classes are worth ¼ credit; therefore, PE quality points are half of standard coursework 
quality points, which are based on ½ credit per semester.  
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SCHOLARSHIP ROLL CRITERIA 

● Scholarship rolls are calculated on current grades each quarter and semester. 

● Students receiving any D’s, F’s or U’s are disqualified. 

● Both ½-unit credit classes and ¼-unit credit Physical Education are figured into the tabulation. 

● Three Scholarship Rolls are posted at the end of each nine weeks: 
 
 HONOR ROLL MERIT ROLL RECOGNITION ROLL 

 3.5 - 5.0 GPA  3.0 - 3.49 GPA 2.5 - 2.9 GPA 
 
 
 

PASS-FAIL OPTION 
 
Things to keep in mind: 

● 9th-, 10th-, and 11th-grade students must take a minimum of four full credit courses each semester, 
exclusive of Health and Physical Education, on a graded basis. 

● 12th graders must take a minimum of three full credit courses each semester, exclusive of Physical 
Education, on a graded basis. 

● All required courses for graduation must be taken on a graded basis, with the exception of credits 
earned at the Middle School, and Independent Study PE credits earned at the High School. 

● The deadline for declaring this option for all first semester and year-long classes is one week after 
distribution of first quarter report cards. The pass/fail declaration deadline for all second semester 
classes is one week after distribution of the third quarter report cards. 

● A student taking first semester of a yearlong course on a graded basis must continue on a graded 
basis for second semester. 

● A student taking a year-long course can take the first semester on a Pass/Fail basis and then elect 
to take the second semester on a graded basis. Students wishing to exercise this option must inform 
their school counselor of this change to graded status by the end of the fourth week of the second 
semester. 

● Courses taken on a Pass/Fail basis, and passed, are not figured into a student's GPA, but the course 
and the grade of "P" are noted on the student's transcript. Courses failed are figured into the GPA, 
but the "F" does not appear on the transcript, unless the course is taken in the 12th grade. 

● Students who elect a Pass/Fail option are expected to fulfill all the usual course requirements. 
● Registration forms (blue) are available in the Guidance Office and are to be completed and 

returned to the student's school counselor by the stated deadline. Applications marked "Eligible" 
by school counselors will be sent to teachers for their records. 

 
 

DROPPING COURSES 
 
A student may drop a course no later than one week after the first report card in a semester and only with a 
parent or guardian's written approval. However, each student must maintain a minimum course load earning 
2½ credits per semester.  
 
 

INTER-SCHOLASTIC ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS 
 
For unqualified eligibility for inter-scholastic activities, students must meet two standards. One is 
established by the Ohio High School Athletic Association (OHSAA) and the other is set by the Shaker 
Heights Board of Education. 
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OHSAA Standard: Students must earn 2.5 credits of passing grades each nine-week grading period to be 
eligible during the next nine-week grading period.   
 
Shaker Standard: Students must earn a 2.5 or higher GPA each nine-week grading period and maintain a 
2.5 or higher Cumulative GPA to be eligible during the next nine-week grading period. 
 
Students meeting the OHSAA standard, but not the Shaker standard, may obtain probationary eligibility 
with an approved Academic Improvement Plan. 
 
Students not meeting OHSAA eligibility requirements during the fourth quarter of any school year will be 
ineligible for the entire first quarter the following fall. Summer school work cannot be used to reestablish 
eligibility lost as a result of fourth quarter achievement. 
 

 
ATHLETIC ELIGIBILITY 

 
NCAA rules stipulate that only Core, Honors and Advanced/Advanced Placement/IB courses will count 
toward initial eligibility for college athletes. Not all Shaker Heights High School courses are approved for 
NCAA eligibility. 

● A minimum core course GPA of 2.30 for scholarship and full participation. 
● 10 of the 16 core course requirements must be satisfied prior to the start of the senior 

year. 
● 7 of those 10 core courses must be from the English, Math and Science subsections. 
● Grades earned in the 10 core courses are “locked in” for the purpose of calculating the 

final core course GPA. 
● Any retakes of the first 10 core courses must be completed prior to senior year. 

 
Please consult the NCAA website for the most up-to-date eligibility information:  
www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future 
 

 
SPECIAL EDUCATION 

 
Shaker’s special education program serves students with disabilities through a comprehensive testing 
program and consultation with special education staff, in accordance with guidelines set forth by the Ohio 
Department of Education. 
 
If a student qualifies for special education services, the services will be reviewed with the student and the 
parent by the team of professionals (school psychologist, special education teacher, regular education 
teacher, administrator and school counselor) through the Evaluation Team process. After this consultation, 
an Individualized Education Plan (IEP) is developed and shared with the student and parent, who must sign 
this plan prior to the student receiving special education services. The Ohio State Department of Education 
recognizes the following disabilities through the child find process: Autism, Cognitive Disability (mental 
retardation), Deaf-Blindness, Deafness, Emotional Disturbance, Hearing Impairment, Multiple Disabilities, 
Orthopedic Impairment, Other Health Impairment, Specific Learning Disability, Speech or Language 
Impairment, Traumatic Brain Injury and Visual Impairment. 
 
There are three types of special education assistance: 
 

● Inclusion: An inclusion model is available in Individuals & Societies, Language and Literature, 
Math, and Science. An Intervention Specialist works in conjunction with the regular education 
teacher to provide modifications as specified in the student’s IEP. 
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● Resource Room Classes: Resource Room classes modify the curriculum to meet students’ needs. 
Classes are taught by a special education teacher. 

● Small Group Instruction: This non-credit service provided in the Intervention Lab (I-Lab), which 
is staffed by Intervention Specialists, is intended to enhance performance in the regular classroom. 
The small group instruction periods do not focus on completing homework, but rather work to 
address goals identified in the student’s IEP. 

 
Students identified as needing a Life Skill or Adapted Curriculum are provided an integrated study of core 
subjects, mainstreaming experiences when appropriate, prevocational training, and progressive preparation 
for independent living. Each student’s program is developed and monitored by special education teachers 
and staff, as well as the IEP team. 
 
For more information, please contact the Special Education Department Chairs at the high school. 
 
 

INNOVATIVE CENTER FOR PERSONALIZED LEARNING (THE “IC”) 
 

The IC offers many high-quality alternative and accelerated learning opportunities for students in grades 9-
12 who may benefit from innovative, smaller or non-traditional settings, and expanded options for students 
who wish to take courses that are not offered in the traditional classroom setting, at various sites, on-line, in 
a flexible or independent format. 
 
Learning opportunities offered under the auspices of the IC are: 

● Blended Learning Lab 
● Career Technical Education 
● College Credit Plus (CCP) 
● Irregularly earned credit/flexible credit (Independent Study/Credit Flexibility)  
● Online courses 
● Summer School 
● Tutorial Credit 

 
 

BLENDED LEARNING LAB 
 
The Blended Learning Lab is located on the lower level of the Stephanie Tubbs Jones Community Building, 
3450 Lee Road. The lab provides a flexible learning environment and on-site teacher support.  Considered a 
“virtual hallway” of Shaker Heights High School, students are assigned to attend morning and/or afternoon 
sessions. Additionally, coursework may be completed online at home any time, day or night. 
 
 
 

CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) PROGRAM 
 
Shaker Heights High School is part of the Heights Career Technical Prep Consortium, with Cleveland 
Heights High School, Warrensville Heights High School, Maple Heights High School, and Bedford Heights 
High School, allowing our students to enroll in CTE programs at these schools. Typically, participants 
spend part of their day at Shaker in core education and part of their day in the neighboring High School in 
career education. The Shaker Heights City School District pays all tuition costs for students in these 
programs. Counselors have detailed information about enrollment procedures. Program offerings are listed 
on page 73.  
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COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS (CCP) 
 
Benefits 
College Credit Plus provides more options for you to pursue rigorous academic coursework beyond the 
high school classroom. Under College Credit Plus, you can complete your freshman year of college or 
more, or explore college content that interests you by taking college courses for which you earn both high 
school and college credit. Costs for courses taken through College Credit Plus are paid by the Ohio 
Department of Education and the Shaker Heights City School District. Earning college credits while in high 
school can reduce the time and cost of attending college after high school. 
 
Costs 
CCP students from a public high school who attend a public college are NOT required to pay for college 
course tuition, instructional tools, or supplies. However, if a student fails a CCP course, or withdraws from 
a course after the college’s deadline, the school district will seek repayment of tuition from the family. 
Homeschool students are responsible for providing their own instructional tools ("books"), but not tuition 
or course-required supplies. 
Secondary (high school/district) schools are responsible for providing instructional tools ("books") for their 
CCP students. The postsecondary institution must waive fees for these students and is also responsible for 
providing supplemental supplies required by the course syllabus. However, textbooks MUST be returned to 
the High School when the course semester is finished, or the High School may assess the students a lost 
book fee. 
Students choosing to attend a private college may be charged by that college, depending on where the 
course is delivered, and in accordance with state law. Although the amount charged to CCP students by a 
private institution may vary, students who qualify for the free and reduced lunch program may not have to 
pay costs to attend a private college. Please talk with your school counselor for details.  
 
College Courses Available 
After students are admitted to a college, they may take any courses (on-site or on-line) offered by that 
college that are not remedial or religious, and that apply toward a degree or professional certificate, and that 
the student is college-ready to take. Some courses may be offered on-site at Shaker Heights High School. 
Participation in CCP does not guarantee admission to college after high school. Students should follow the 
regular undergraduate application process for whatever college they plan to attend after high school. 
 

The responsibility for transportation rests with the student. 

30 CREDIT HOURS A YEAR MAXIMUM FOR COLLEGE CREDIT PLUS 

Students may earn up to 30 credit hours per academic year (Summer/Fall/Spring semesters), including both 
high school and CCP courses. In order to determine the number of credit hours a student can take through 
CCP in a year, the secondary school must calculate the number of course credits that are for high school 
credit only and multiply that by 3. That number is then subtracted from the 30 hours. The result is the 
maximum number of college credit hours a student can take in the College Credit Plus program. Students 
must check with their school counselor or College Credit Plus Coordinator to verify how many hours they 
may take through CCP. 

If students would like to take more than the maximum number of credit hours, the student can arrange to 
register and pay for those additional credit hours as a “self-pay” student. Those hours would be outside of 
the College Credit Plus program. 

Students may earn no more than 120 total college credit hours through  CCP. 
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A student may choose to take anywhere from one to all their courses through CCP, as long as the courses 
fulfill their high school graduation requirements and they stay under the 30 credit hour maximum per year. 
 
Credit Transfer Guarantee 
Thanks to Ohio’s Transfer to Degree Guarantee, many entry-level courses earned at an Ohio public college 
are guaranteed to transfer to any other Ohio public college. Credits earned at private colleges, or those that 
you want to transfer to an out-of-state institution, will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis by the 
institution. Additional information is available at the Ohio Department of Education website.  

 
 

FAMILY AND COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT CENTER 
 
The Family Community and Engagement Center acts as a liaison with families, community, business and 
stakeholders to benefit the students of the Shaker Heights City Schools, coordinating and managing the 
school district’s volunteer program, and outreach activities. For more information, please contact our FACE 
Coordinator, Mr. Keith Langford, at 216.295.6268, or via email at langford_k@shaker.org.  
 
 

IRREGULARLY EARNED CREDIT/FLEXIBLE CREDIT 
 
The following are guidelines for the five categories of irregularly earned credit: Independent Study, Online 
Courses, Summer School, Tutorials and Exceptional Circumstances.  
 
Students may use irregularly earned credits (independent study, summer school, online courses, tutorial 
credit, internship, field experience, demonstrated proficiency and the like) to satisfy the state’s minimum 
graduation requirements. All methods of earning credit must meet the approval of the principal or his/her 
designee and state requirements. Credit will be reported on student transcripts in the same way and at the 
time the credit is received. 
 
Independent Study/Credit Flexibility 
In Independent Study (IS) is a way to study a specific subject and receive a grade or pass/fail credit. 
Independent Study can be counted as part of a student’s school day or be taken in addition to the regular 
school schedule. 
 
Students interested in pursuing their idea for an Independent Study course must: 

● Discuss their Independent Study idea with, and receive approval from, the appropriate Department 
Head. 

● Complete a Flexible Credit application form available from the Independent Study Coordinator 
(Eileen Blattner), your school counselor,  or online at 
www.shaker.org/guidancedepartment_hs.aspx. 

● Turn in the completed form, with the appropriate signature, to the Independent Study Coordinator 
by the appropriate deadline. 
 

Independent Study: 
● IS projects for Summer and/or Semester I must be filed with the Independent Study Coordinator 

by May 1, and fully completed by January 15. Credit recovery planning should be completed as 
soon as the student becomes aware of the need. 

● IS projects for Semester II must be filed with the Independent Study Coordinator by December 1, 
and fully completed by May 30. 

● Summer IS projects must be filed with the Independent Study Coordinator by May 1, and fully 
completed by September 15. 
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Outside of School – Independent Study (PE): 
● Seniors must complete all Independent Study Physical Education by the end of first semester of 

their senior year. Seniors who miss this deadline and need PE credit for graduation will be required 
to take Physical Education classes during second semester. 
 

Semester Application Available 
Data Form and  
Pre-Season Essay Due Final Project Due 

Semester One Start of Semester 1 3rd Friday in September End of Semester 1 
Semester Two Start of Semester 2 1st Friday in February End of Semester 2 
Summer Beginning of May 2nd Friday in May Mid-September 

Independent Study (Athletic): 

● Athletic Independent Study for physical education credit cannot be used for athletic eligibility or 
NCAA eligibility. 

Season Application Available 
Data Form and  
Pre-Season Essay Due Final Project Due 

Fall Season 1st Day of August 3rd Friday in August 1st Friday in November 
Winter Season Beginning of November 3rd Friday in November 1st Friday in March 
Spring Season Beginning of March 3rd Friday in March 3rd Friday in May 

Independent Study (Health): 
● Health, taken through an online course, must be completed prior to the second semester of 

senior year. Students who have room in their schedules are encouraged to take Health at school. 
Health cannot be taken Pass/Fail. 
 
 

ONLINE COURSES 
Online courses utilize the Ohio Online Learning Program, an extensive selection of high-quality courseware 
approved for credit by the Ohio Department of Education. These courses are open only to students in the 
Shaker Heights City Schools. The program includes over 250 courses including, but are not limited to, 
World Languages, Advanced Placement, higher level Math and Science and Electives. Interested students 
must meet with their school counselor to discuss online course options. 
 
NCAA will not accept many online courses. It is essential to check with your school counselor before enrolling. 
 
 

SUMMER SCHOOL 
The student’s counselor must give prior approval for all summer school work. Summer School courses are not 
limited to a particular number of courses.  When a class is retaken in the summer, the original and the summer 
school grade is figured into the student’s GPA. The summer school grade will appear on the transcript.  
 
Summer school classes are not always offered at Shaker Heights High School. Counselors can help students 
locate an endorsed summer school program or an appropriate on-line course. Official summer school grade 
reports must be mailed by August 15 directly to Records, Shaker Heights High School, 15911 Aldersyde 
Dr., Shaker Heights, OH 44120.  
 
NCAA will not accept all summer school courses. It is essential to check before enrolling. The Ohio High 
School Athletic Association (OHSAA) does not accept summer school for eligibility. 
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TUTORIAL CREDIT 
General Guidelines: 

1. The tutorial program requires a minimum of 20 hours of formal tutoring and a minimum of 40 
hours of assigned work for each ½ unit of credit. 

2. Students using tutorials for grade improvement or to earn credit for a course failed must find a 
certified tutor. The new grade shows up on the transcript and is also averaged into the GPA. Only 
the new grade is on the transcript that is sent to colleges. 

3. Credit for tutorials may be granted when a course is interrupted because of extenuating 
circumstances, and then completed through a tutorial arrangement. (The grade is issued through 
the tutor, averaging in the teacher’s grade.) 

4. Tutorials must be completed within four (4) months of approval. 
5. Complete a Flexible Credit Application available from the student’s guidance counselor or at 

www.shaker.org/guidancedepartment_hs.aspx. 
 
Exceptional Circumstances 
Any work taken for credit at a time and place other than the academic year (includes grades 9-12) at Shaker 
Heights High School is designated as irregularly earned credit. Any such work must have prior approval 
from the principal, if it is to be transferred to the Shaker Heights School record. Exceptions for students 
with special needs must have the approval of the Principal. 

 

 
COLLEGE ENTRANCE TESTS 

 
Students need to consult with their school counselor each year during their program planning about college 
entrance tests they should be taking during the next school year. Please note that: 
 

1. Shaker Heights High School is a national test center for the PSAT, PLAN, SAT Reasoning, SAT 
Subject, ACT, Advanced Placement Exams, and IB exams. 

 
2. Test dates are posted in the Guidance Office and printed yearly in Guidance Bulletins, and the 

PTO/District Calendar. They are also found at www.collegeboard.org and www.ACT.org. 
 
3. Fees are charged by the testing agencies for all SAT and ACT tests, except for one state-paid 

administration of the ACT test in 11th grade. Please consult your school counselor for the testing 
date – no registration for this test is required. For all other SAT and ACT testing dates, students 
must pay when they register. They may register online at www.collegeboard.org or 
www.ACT.org, or obtain packets from the guidance office.  Fee waivers are available for students 
who qualify; see your school counselor for details. 

 
4. SAT and ACT tests may be repeated, but when one sends SAT Reasoning scores to colleges all 

scores are reported, including SAT Subject scores unless choosing score choice. Some schools 
encourage students to report all scores (super scoring) and only consider the highest scores. ACT 
will send the scores from a specified test date. 

 
5. Students must be aware of the test requirements for individual colleges and testing dates. There are 

also some test optional, or test free colleges. If there are any questions, contact your school 
counselor.  

 
6. The Ohio Department of Education is announcing that students with disabilities who take the 

Alternate Assessment for Students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities (AASCD), instead of the 
general Ohio State Tests, are exempt from the requirement that all 11th grade students participate 
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in the ACT/SAT. This does not, however, prohibit a student with a significant cognitive disability 
from taking the ACT or SAT if the student and/or parent requests to participate in the test. 

7. Test information:  

● PSAT – All 11th graders are encouraged to take the PSAT in October. Besides being a good 
practice session for the SAT, the results may qualify a student for National Merit Scholarship 
recognition. Students may register through the www.shaker.org website. 

 
● SAT Reasoning Test and ACT Test – Most colleges will require either the SAT Reasoning 

Test or ACT. We encourage 11th graders to take the SAT Reasoning Test and/or the ACT Test 
in the spring and, if necessary, repeat it in the fall of the 12th grade. 
 

● SAT Subject Tests – Many highly selective schools require two or three SAT Subject Tests 
for selection criteria and/or academic placement. It is advisable to take SAT Subject Tests for 
subjects that have just been completed. For example, 10th graders completing Honors or AP 
Biology should consider taking the Biology SAT Subject Test in June of their 10th-grade year. 
Engineering schools may require chemistry and math tests.  

 
● Advanced Placement Exams – These examinations are taken each May by students taking 

AP classes. All students in AP classes are required to take the AP exam. Students register for 
the AP exams online in March/April. Students enrolled in 11 Advanced Math should take 
SAT subject test in January.  

 
● International Baccalaureate Exams – All students enrolled in IB courses must complete 

both the IB Internal and External Assessments. Exam fees are collected in October for 
External Assessments, which are completed the following May.  
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ART 
 

Philosophy 
 
The philosophy of art education is that all individuals, regardless of background and abilities, are entitled to 
develop their artistic potential to the fullest extent of their capacity. A developing concern for the quality of 
life makes it imperative that students become globally aware, culturally nurtured and self-reflective in the 
visual arts. Art education affirms the general premise of education, which is based on each student 
becoming an active, compassionate and lifelong learner who is all-embracing and internationally aware in 
order to create a more peaceful planet. Students who learn to think through art will internalize their 
experiences and be able to begin to make decisions: to distinguish, to reflect, to devise and to understand 
“why.” 
 

ART EXPLORATION 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12  

Full Year 
Required Supply Kit 

Explore this Visual Foundation Course: 
§ Emphasis on technical, two-dimensional drawing skills. 
§ Study of art history, material, and technique practices. 
§ Development of a portfolio for upper-level art courses. 
§ Supply kit required. 

MIXED MEDIA 1/2 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or Semester II 9th Grade with Permission 

§ Explore – a variety of art mediums. 
§ Create – two-dimensional art and work with collages, print making and combining different 

mediums to create art. 
§ Produce – a variety of projects that will relate to art history, self-expression and abstraction.  

Learn about the principles and elements of art. 

THE NATURE OF DRAWING  1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Full Year of Art Exploration plus 
 Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

The Art of Seeing: 
§ Observational study of the landscape, still life and self-portrait. 
§ Antiquity and how it pertains to contemporary art. 
§ Individual creative processes and self-expression. 
§ Careers in the Visual Arts through scheduled college presentations, field trips  and artist 

demonstrations. 
§ Supply kit required. 
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VISUAL ARTS HL OIL PAINTING 1 UNIT 
Honors or 1st Year IB Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year The Nature of Drawing plus 
 Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation  

§ Color theory and oil painting practices. 
§ Observational study exercises, still life, portrait and landscape. 
§ Master techniques and art styles. 
§ College presentations, museum field trips and critiques. 
§ Home studio assignments. 
§ Studio Work (SW) portfolio series. 
§ Process Portfolio (PP). 
§ Supply kit required. 

VISUAL ARTS HL/PORTFOLIO WORKSHOP 2 UNITS 
Advanced/IB Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year (2 consecutive class periods) The Nature of Drawing, Oil Painting (or equivalent) 
 Plus Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation Emphasis on: 

§ Creating 16-20 portfolio works of art for college admission in the Visual Arts. 
§ Submitting artwork to the Cleveland Clinic Expressions, Scholastic national/state competitions and 

for the college Merit Scholarship application. 
§ Creating a series of five works. 
§ Anatomical rendering, gesture and figurative drawing (Evening Life Drawing classes available at 

area colleges and art centers are strongly encouraged.) 
§ Weekly critiques, museum field trips, college presentations and home studio assignments. 
§ Developing a strong independent work ethic in the studio setting and cooperative learning 

environment. 
§ Process portfolio 
§ IB external examiner will review final portfolio exhibit. 

ILLUSTRATION & DIGITAL DESIGN I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Art Exploration plus 
 Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

Students will: 
§ Learn professional studio and computer techniques in advertisement. 
§ Create black and white line and tone art. 
§ Download, scan and manipulate images on the computer. 
§ Supply kit required. 

VISUAL ARTS HL/ILLUSTRATION & DIGITAL DESIGN II 1 UNIT 
Honors or 1st Year IB Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Illustration & Digital Design I (or equivalent) 
                              and/or Drawing, plus Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

Students will: 
§ Learn advertisement techniques creating package designs, logo applications and  product 

illustrations. 
§ Design/illustrate full-color compositions. 
§ Problem solve with different techniques, including logos, posters, subjects and themes. 
§ Supply kit required. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING I 1 UNIT 
Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP)   Recommended: 

Advanced Grade 11/12 Full Year of Art Exploration,  
Full Year Full year of Illustration & Digital Design I  
 (or equivalent), Teacher Recommendation,  
 Required: Acceptance to Kenyon College (KAP) 

The Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP) pro--gram allows students to receive college credit for taking 
this high school course. KAP Digital Imaging I uses the framework of Illustration & Digital Design II, plus 
an additional studio assignment per semester. Approximately an additional five hours per week outside of 
class is required for the additional credit to be awarded. Upon successful completion of the course, students 
will receive 1 high school credit, and 4 semester hour credits from Kenyon College, through College Credit 
Plus. Supply kit required. 

VISUAL ARTS HL DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA 1 UNIT 
Honors or 2nd Year IB Option Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Illustration & Digital Design II (or equivalent),  
 plus Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

Students will: 
§ Learn multimedia advertisement through video film, audio sound, 2D and 3D animation. 
§ Create a multimedia presentation combining art and music. 
§ Produce independent projects. 
§ Supply kit required. 

INDEPENDENT DIGITAL MULTIMEDIA 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 12  Recommended: 

Full Year Teacher Recommendation Only 

Content to be arranged by student and teacher. 

CREATIVE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Art Exploration, or 
 Permission of Department Faculty 

§ The fine arts will be covered with the application of digital photography and Photoshop 
fundamentals. 

§ Students will learn the history of photography and how it pertains to our contemporary culture 
while reviewing the elements of design and aesthetics. 

§ Students are required to supply their own camera; however, some digital cameras are available to 
sign out. 

CREATIVE DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY II  1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Creative Digital Photography I 

§ This class emphasizes the building of your photographic portfolio. Students are required to take 
photos throughout the summer to start their portfolio at the start of the school year. 

§ Students build upon the previous year’s techniques and photographic fundamentals. 
§ Students will further learn how to use their digital camera including the technical fundamentals as 

well as creative and experimental techniques as they relate to both realistic and abstract images. 
§ This course uses Adobe Photoshop for editing photographs. Technical aspects of digital 
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photography will be taught, and other techniques used to improve and prepare one’s work as it 
relates to their portfolio. Ideally, students should have a digital DSLR camera capable of manual 
operations. 

§ There will be a supply fee added for the course. 

PHOTOGRAPHY I  1 UNIT 
Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP) 

Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Full Yea Creative Digital Photography I 
 Required: Acceptance to Kenyon College (KAP) 

The Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP) program allows students to receive college credit for taking this 
high school course. This is a second year digital photography course. KAP Photography I uses the 
framework of Honors Creative Digital Photography II. Approximately an additional five hours per week 
outside of class is required for the additional credit to be awarded. Technical skills will be learned from 
lectures and the course book, “A Short Course in Digital Photography.” Upon successful completion of the 
course, students will receive 1 high school credit, and 4 semester hour credits from Kenyon College, 
through College Credit Plus. 

CERAMICS I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12  

Full Year 

Exploration of three-dimensional art: 
§ Medium – clay. 
§ Methods – pinch, coil, slab and potter’s wheel. 
§ Functional/non-functional artwork. 
§ Sculptures in round/relief. 
§ Supply kit required. 

CERAMICS II 1 UNIT 
Honors  Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Ceramics I plus 
 Teacher and Portfolio recommendation 

Continuation of three-dimensional sculpture: 
§ More sophisticated concepts and techniques. 
§ Emphasis on student choice, utilizing diverse media. 
§ Emphasis on exhibitions (shows, school showcases). 
§ Supply kit required. 

INDEPENDENT SCULPTURE STUDIO 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Ceramics II plus Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

Third year independent three-dimensional study: 
§ Development of higher-level sculptural work. 
§ Expectations include student research, journaling, conferencing, self-assessment and reflection. 
§ Exhibition of work in Scholastic shows, school venues. 
§ Cooperative learning/peer tutelage. 
§ Supply kit required. 
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JEWELRY/METALS I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12  

Full Year 
  

§ Explore – the process of jewelry making. 
§ Medium – paper, glass, clay, enamel and metal. 
§ Methods – piercing, forming, soldering and stone setting. 
§ Produce – earrings, necklaces, bracelets, pins and rings made from a variety of materials. 
§ Supplies – There will be a class fee that will cover all supplies. 
§ Supply kit required. 

JEWELRY/METALS II 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Jewelry/Metals I (or equivalent) plus 
 Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

§ Explore – more advanced techniques in the jewelry-making process. 
§ Medium – enamels, metal, silver, stones and metal clay. 
§ Methods – Cloisonné enameling process, casting rings, setting stones, photo etching and forming 

metal. 
§ Produce – Cloisonné enamel piece, rings, box and picture frames and line of jewelry for the 

school/community art exhibit. Students will also create works for the Cleveland Clinic Expressions 
Art Show, the Scholastic Art Show and the Governors Art Show. 

§ Supply kit required. 

INDEPENDENT STUDY JEWELRY/METALS 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Jewelry /Metals I & II (or equivalent) plus 
 Teacher and Portfolio Recommendation 

§ Explore – independent study of jewelry. 
§ Develop – higher level of metalsmithing. 
§ Expectations – research and explore different processes, create own line of jewelry. 
§ Supply kit required. 

GRISTMILL 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Application, Interview Entry 

§ The Gristmill staff publishes the yearbook each year. The book is produced entirely by the 
members of the student staff and attempts to portray the school accurately with a great deal of 
emphasis on photographic uniqueness and clarity. (This course does not satisfy NCAA eligibility 
requirements.) 

§ Second-year Gristmill students may be recommended by a teacher for honors credit. 
§ Students will be proficient with national journalism standards and publication standards. 
§ Specific leadership roles will be given.  
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CAREER TECHNICAL EDUCATION (CTE) 
 

 
Shaker Heights High School is part of Heights Career Technical Prep Consortium permitting Shaker High 
students to enroll in Career Technical Education (CTE) courses at Cleveland Heights High School, 
Warrensville Heights High School, and Maple Heights High School. Typically, Shaker Heights High 
School students spend part of their day at Shaker in core education and part of their day in the neighboring 
high school in career education. The Shaker Heights City School District pays all tuition costs for students 
in these programs. Counselors have detailed information about enrollment procedures. Listed below are 
current programs. 
 

Areas of Study Location 
Audio Engineering Cleveland Heights 
Automotive Technology Cleveland Heights 
Business Management Technology Cleveland Heights 
Clinical Health Careers Cleveland Heights (Delisle 

Center) 
Computer Networking Technology Cleveland Heights 
Construction Technologies Maple Heights 
Cosmetology Cleveland Heights (Delisle 

Center) 
Criminal Justice/Law Enforcement Cleveland Heights 
Digital Video Production Cleveland Heights 
Engineering Technology Cleveland Heights 
Exercise Science Cleveland Heights 
Firefighting/EMT Warrensville Hts. 
Graphic Imaging Technology Warrensville Heights 
**Marketing Management Cleveland Heights 
Pharmacy Technician Cleveland Heights (Delisle 

Center) 
Teacher Academy Maple Heights 

** This program is for seniors only. All other programs begin in the junior year and are two years in 
duration. 

All Career Technical Education Programs are part of Heights Career Technical Prep Consortium. Check 
https://heightsctp.wordpress.com/ for accurate articulation information. Conditions are subject to change as 
a result of funding or legislative changes. Qualified students who complete a two-year program and the 
academic requirements will receive Tech Prep college credit. Please see individual descriptions for 
potential college credits for a specific course. 

 
 

Course Selection 
 
Most JUNIOR Career Prep programs at Cleveland Heights High School, Warrensville Heights High School 
and Maple Heights High School are conducted in the morning. Please consult with your school counselor 
on the current hours. 
 
Most SENIOR Career Prep programs at Cleveland Heights High School, Warrensville Heights High School 
and Maple Heights High School are conducted in the afternoon. Please consult with your school counselor 
on the current hours. 
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The Shaker Heights Board of Education has demonstrated a sincere effort to support highly qualified 
students who seriously desire to master particular career skills not offered through the Heights Career 
Technical Prep Consortium. For example, students have studied career prep in commercial art, heating and 
air conditioning, horticulture, and hospitality and foods at schools in the Greater Cleveland area. Consult 
your guidance counselor as soon as possible if you have such special career goals. 
 

 

 
ATTENDANCE POLICY 

Students who attend a Career Prep program away from their home school  
must attend all classes in both districts whenever the classes are in session. 

 

 
 
Planning for Career Prep Involvement 
 
Following are two examples of Career Prep opportunities integrated into a total program. 
 

Combining Career Prep and 4-Year College Preparation 
 

Grade 9 Credits Grade 10 Credits Grade 11 Credits Grade 12 Credits 

English 1.0 English 1.0 English 1.0 English 1.0 
Math 1.0 Math 1.0 Math 1.0 Math 1.0 
Science 1.0 Science 1.0 Science 1.0 Science 1.0 
Global Studies  1.0 US Hist. 1.0 Social Stds. 1.0 Am. Govt. .5 
World Lang. 1.0 World Lang. 1.0   Sr. Soc. Stds. .5 
F/P Arts  1.0 P.E. .25 Career Prep 3.0 Career Prep 3.0 
9 P.E. .5 Health .5 P.E. Waived   
 TOTAL 26.25 

Credits 
 

Combining Career Prep and Technical or 2-Year College Preparation 
 

Grade 9 Credits Grade 10 Credits Grade 11 Credits Grade 12 Credits 

English 1.0 English 1.0 English 1.0 English 1.0 
Math 1.0 Math 1.0 Math 1.0 Math 1.0 
Science 1.0 Science 1.0 Science 1.0 Am. Govt. .5 
Global Studies  1.0 US Hist. 1.0     
Electives 1.0 Health .5   Sr. Soc. Stds. .5 
9 P.E.  .5 P.E. .25 P.E. Waived   
F/P Arts 1.0 Electives 2.0 Career Prep 3.0 Career Prep 3.0 
 TOTAL 25.25 

Credits 
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CTE Offerings at Cleveland Heights High School 

AUDIO 1st Year 2 UNITS 
ENGINEERING 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Geometry, Intro to Music Studio or equivalent 

The Audio Engineering training program consists of two years of study and skills development in digital 
and analog sound production and sound reinforcement. Audio Engineering students use professional quality 
software and hardware to gain the skills necessary to enter post-secondary study in the field of audio 
engineering. This program develops competencies in the areas of Audio Editing, Audio Production, Audio 
Post-production, sound for film, writing and communication, legal and ethical aspects, business processes, 
personal employability traits, and career exploration and development. Students that complete the two-year 
program successfully are eligible to receive Tech Prep college credits. (Possible college credits: 4.0) 

AUTOMOTIVE 1st Year 3 UNITS 
TECHNOLOGY 2nd Year 3 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12  Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Algebra I 

This two-year, Tech Prep and Automotive Service Excellence/National Automotive Technician Education 
Foundation (A.S.E./NATEF) certified program, is designed to develop entry-level automotive technician 
skills in the maintenance and repair of automobiles. Students enrolled in the program will learn automotive 
theory in a real world setting by working with state of the art equipment and using internet technology to 
access service information, technical training and web-based testing. In the junior year, students will focus 
on shop safety, preventative maintenance, tire repair and service, brake systems, steering and suspension, 
electrical and electronics. Students will have the opportunity to practice these skills by performing tasks on 
shop vehicles in the lab. In the senior year, students will further develop previously learned skills while 
adding engine repair, engine performance, emissions repairs, heating and air conditioning, computer 
diagnostics, transmission service, and largely focusing on work skills in the lab setting by performing 
repairs on customer’s vehicles. Second-semester seniors who meet the requirements have the opportunity 
for early job placement. Senior students are encouraged to take the A.S.E. certification test. Students must 
purchase uniform, work shoes/boots and safety glasses. Membership in Skills USA is available. (Possible 
college credits: CT2 college credits) 

BUSINESS 1st Year 2 UNITS 
MANAGEMENT TECHNOLOGY 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12  
Two-Year Program 
  

The program is designed to help develop the financial, economic, business and entrepreneurial skills and 
global awareness of juniors and seniors. This program prepares students for various management, finance, 
marketing and office technology-related careers. In the program, students discuss issues of global economic 
importance that today’s leaders in finance, economics and commerce strive to find solutions for. Students 
study methods of business operations, accounting and finance, budgeting and human resources. Students 
also learn document preparation, telecommunications, spreadsheet preparation and internet procedures. 
They will acquire skills in organization, leadership, planning, interpersonal communications, delegating and 
supervising. Students who meet the criteria are eligible for early job placement. (Possible college credits: 5 
to 11 with certifications) 
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CLINICAL HEALTH 1st Year 3 UNITS 
CAREERS 2nd Year 3 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Biology, Algebra I and 2.2 GPA 

This is an exciting two-year program for students interested in careers in the health care professions. In the 
first year students learn anatomy, medical terminology, infection control, communications skills and 
clinical procedures related to Medical Assisting. Students then apply their knowledge and skills in clinical 
rotations at Kaiser Permanente’s Cleveland Heights Medical Center. Observation and participation are 
arranged in a variety of outpatient clinics. Students also complete CPR certification and First Aid Training. 
Students will schedule Anatomy and Physiology as part of the three-period block which will be taught by a 
licensed science teacher and a science credit will be earned. In the second year, students complete the Ohio 
Nurse Aide Training Program and are eligible to take the test to become State Tested Nursing Assistants 
(STNAs). They also learn the employability skills necessary to seek and maintain employment, and do a 
more in-depth study of physiology and medical terminology. Early job placement is available to all second-
semester seniors who qualify. (Students provide their own white pants, wrist watch and shoes.) A criminal 
record background check and drug test may be required for entry into the field. (Possible college credits: 11 
college credits) 

COMPUTER NETWORKING 1st Year 2 UNITS 
TECHNOLOGY 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: Algebra I, 
Two-Year Program  Computer Applications 
  or Computer-Related Course 

In this two-year program, students will learn to design, build and maintain local-area networks (LAN) that 
link computer to computer and wide-area networks (WAN) that link building systems. Installation and 
maintenance of various network operating systems, such as Microsoft NT and Novell, will also be studied. 
Students will become knowledgeable in business computer applications, software selection and 
troubleshooting, basic computer repair and the fundamentals of business. Instruction for this class will be 
project-based. This program is an affiliate of the Cisco Networking Training Academy, and students who 
complete the course will be eligible to take the Cisco Certified Networking Associate Exam to receive 
CCNA certification. Membership in Business Professionals of America is available. (Possible college 
credits: CT2 college credits) 

COSMETOLOGY 1st Year 3 UNITS 
 2nd Year 3 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program 10 English and Terms Below 

This two-year program, beginning in the junior year, prepares students in the proper care and treatment of 
the hair, nails, skin and scalp. Students learn employability skills, shampooing, cutting, styling and hair 
coloring as well as the proper techniques used to do manicures, pedicures and facials. Extensive study of 
anatomy and physiology, as they relate to the nerves, bones and muscles, is also stressed. Chemistry is also 
stressed as it relates to the human body and cosmetics. Students are instructed in the care of the equipment 
used in beauty salons and all aspects of infection control procedures. Practical experience is gained through 
work on actual customers under the supervision of licensed Cosmetology instructors. They must receive a 
passing grade in Cosmetology and the science, math and English classes to be eligible to take the State 
licensing exam to become a National Licensed Cosmetologist. Membership in Skills USA is available. A 
kit of supplies may be purchased. (Possible college credits: 17.0 with certification) 
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CRIMINAL JUSTICE/ 1st Year 2 UNITS 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program No Criminal Record 
 Approval of Career Prep Staff 

This program is intended for those students interested in pursuing careers in a broad range of law 
enforcement/criminal justice disciplines. The curriculum includes, but is not limited to, training in criminal 
laws, arrest laws, CPR/First Aid certifications, loss prevention, defensive tactics, report writing, accident 
investigation, white collar crimes, search and seizure, forensic investigations. Ohio Peace Officer Training 
Commission (OPOTA) certification for Private Security Career paths is available to students. Membership 
in SKILLS USA is available. The student MUST purchase a uniform. Those students that complete the 
entire program and meet academic requirements will receive Tech Prep college credit along with their 
OPOTA certification in Private Security. (Possible college credits: CT2 college credits) 

DIGITAL VIDEO 1st Year 2 UNITS 
PRODUCTION 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Algebra I 

Digital Video Production is a two-year program designed for students who plan to enter the world of digital 
filmmaking. The curriculum is a balance of both the technical and creative aspects of video production. In 
this course, you’ll develop studio, technical and professional skills and build a strong and marketable 
portfolio with an emphasis on production, editing and visual effects. This exciting and fast-growing field 
offers career opportunities at advertising agencies, internet media outlets, corporate media departments, 
independent production companies and in broadcast television. Membership in SKILLS USA is available. 
(Possible college credits: 3.0 to 20.0 with certifications and portfolio) 

ENGINEERING  1st Year 2 UNITS 
TECHNOLOGY 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Math sequence that includes Algebra II 

This two-year program is designed to prepare students for a career in an engineering technology field and to 
establish a foundation for further university-level study in such fields as architectural, mechanical, 
electrical/computer, civil and environmental engineering. This is accomplished by applying problem-
solving techniques in collaborative real-world situations faced by design engineers. Engineering design 
principles will be evaluated and explored through exercises and projects that use traditional and computer-
aided design techniques. Class projects include mechanical and architectural models with the 
accompanying design documentation required to turn concepts into production-ready products and services. 
Senior year will continue the engineering design curriculum with the study of machine design, 
manufacturing process, robotics and computer programming. The Project Lead the Way curriculum will be 
incorporated in the program. Membership in Skills USA is available. (Possible college credits: CT2 college 
credits) 

EXERCISE SCIENCE 1st Year 3 UNITS 
 2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Algebra I, approval of Career Prep staff 

This two-year program is designed to prepare students for a career in a sports medicine, exercise science or 
other health-related field such as physical therapy, athletic training, cardiorespiratory rehab or medical 
doctor specialties. The exercise science program promotes and integrates scientific research, education and 
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practical applications of sports medicine and exercise science to maintain and enhance health, fitness, 
performance and quality of life. Coursework in exercise science prepares students to enter collegiate-level 
allied health care programs that will lead to prosperous careers. Students will schedule Anatomy and 
Physiology as part of the three-period block in the junior year which will be taught by a licensed science 
teacher and a science credit will be earned. (Possible college credits: CT2 college credits) 

MARKETING MANAGEMENT 4 UNITS 
Core Grade 12  

One-Year Program 
  

In the Marketing Prep class, students learn the principles of business and marketing, the concepts of 
economics, free enterprise, the stock market, and the understanding of human resource skills that an 
effective marketer must possess. The class also focuses on topics such as career exploration, employability 
skills and personal finance. The Marketing Education class helps students gain knowledge and skills 
associated with distribution, marketing information, management, pricing, promotion, purchasing, 
advertising and selling. The year ends with the writing of a business plan for a prospective business. The 
Cooperative Work Experience/Internship teaches students the responsibilities of a job, human and personal 
relations, and time management. A competitive activities program through the DECA club is part of the 
program along with a community service project. (Possible college credits: CT2 college credits) 

PHARMACY TECHNICIAN 1st Year 3 UNITS 
 2nd Year 2 UNITS  

Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 
Two-Year Program Algebra I and Biology 

This two-year program is designed to prepare students for careers in Pharmacy and other medical fields. It 
also gives students a sound foundation for further university-level study to become pharmacists, doctors, 
nurses, etc. This is accomplished through classroom, lab and work-based experiences. Students will receive 
instruction in pharmacy laws, ethics, calculations, prescription preparation, medical terminology, computer 
applications, anatomy, physiology and pathology, first aid, infection control, compounding routes and 
formulations, employability skills and pharmacy business. A criminal record background check and drug 
test may be required for entry into the field. Students will schedule Anatomy and Physiology as part of the 
three-period block that will be taught by a licensed science teacher and a science credit will be earned. 
(Possible college credits: CT2 college credit) 

 
  

CTE Offerings at Maple Heights High School 

CONSTRUCTION TECHNOLOGIES 1st Year 2 UNITS 
  2nd Year 2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 
Full Year 

Students train for technical and professional level careers in designing, planning, managing, building, and 
maintaining built environments. Students will learn about the materials and methods of carpentry, including 
application of construction layout and framing. Learning the fundamentals of mechanical, electrical, and 
plumbing systems allows students to apply these skills to actual construction projects. Students will also 
gain experience in interpreting plans and diagrams. Occupational communication and employability skills 
are incorporated into the curriculum. 
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TEACHER ACADEMY 1st Year  2 UNITS 
      2nd Year  2 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 
Full Year 

This program is a two-year orientation for the teaching profession. Students are exposed to teaching careers 
and the education system through simulations, “hands-on” activities, and observations. Students will learn 
the essential skills of conceptualizing, planning, and implementing curriculum for a variety of student 
populations. Content also includes a study of the legal and social issues surrounding public education. 
Students will gain a background in child development and learning theory. In addition to the curriculum 
components, all students are required to participate in field experience in a public school classroom for 
approximately 5 weeks. 

 
  

CTE Offerings at Warrensville Heights High School 

FIREFIGHTING/EMT ACADEMY 1st Year 1 UNITS 
 2nd Year 1 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 
Full Year 

In this fast-paced and highly challenging program, students learn about the science of firefighting, fire 
prevention and the safety and hazards associated with fires. Students study behavior, suppression, 
compartmentalization, and investigation of fire and its related emergencies, and all the associated training 
of an Emergency Medical Technician. Students will spend their senior year on the campus of Cuyahoga 
Community College Fire Academy, earning college credit and the opportunity to become certified 
Firefighters and Emergency Medical Technicians. 

GRAPHIC IMAGING TECHNOLOGY 1st Year 3 UNITS 
      2nd Year 3 UNITS 

Core Grades 11/12 
Full Year 

This two-year program offers students the opportunity to develop their creative talents. In this exciting 
program, students can design and produce their own projects from start to finish. They will learn about 
design, layout, typesetting, darkroom techniques and photo-offset printing. Through the use of Macintosh 
computers, students will learn techniques involved in desktop publishing. These skills are directly related to 
various phases of newspaper and magazine publishing. The fast-growing, $12 billion graphic industry 
presents a variety of career options, such as press operating, electronic and desktop publishing and screen 
printing. Membership in Skills USA is available. (Possible college credits: CT2 college credits) 
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INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 
 

Philosophy 

The study of Individuals and Societies is the search for patterns that reflect human experience. Laws, 
languages, institutions, arts, industries, political experiments, economic theories, religious values, military 
ambitions—all of these and more project the image of that experience. Individuals and Societies courses 
provide a glimpse of what has been, what is, and what might be, and they develop in students a curiosity 
about and sensitivity to the environment in which we live. All Individuals and Societies courses have been 
developed to raise questions. They challenge students to assess and interpret, and they provide a framework 
for recognizing and accepting personal and citizenship responsibility. 
 
The study of Individuals and Societies contribute to the total Shaker Heights High School experience by 
encouraging students to acquire: 
 
● the ability to grasp a question, to gather and analyze data, to marshal pertinent arguments, and to 

reach sound conclusions; 

● the ability to communicate, both in oral and written expression, with clarity and conviction; 

● a quality of open-mindedness that is reflected in respect for another point of view, tolerance for 
ambiguity, passion for truth, and respect for facts; 

● the ability to be sensitive to religious, racial, ethical and ethnic differences; and 

● the ability to make personal choices characterized by courage, dedication and moral decisiveness. 

Course Selection 
Three Individuals and Societies credits are required for graduation from Shaker Heights High School. All 
students should take Global Studies during 9th grade and 10 Individuals & Societies or US History during 
10th grade. Students are also required to take American Government as 12th graders and complete the 
senior Individuals and Societies requirement. 
 
The Individuals and Societies Department offers a multitude of electives and Honors and Advanced 
Placement courses designed to challenge and expand the horizons of all. In addition to fulfilling basic 
graduation requirements, students should consider complementing their studies with electives, especially 
during 11th and 12th grade. 

Economics and Financial Literacy requirement: students arriving in their junior year must take 
Financial Literacy. 

SATISFYING SENIOR INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES REQUIREMENT  
DURING 10TH-11TH GRADES 

 
Senior Individuals and Societies credit will be granted in the 10th or 11th grade for a student taking either 
one year-long social studies elective or any two one-semester electives in the same year. 
 
Students waiting until their 12th-grade year to satisfy their senior Individuals and Societies requirement 
must select from the list of 12th-grade electives. This requirement can be met with a semester course or a 
yearlong course. 
 
Students taking 10 Individuals & Societies, American Experience and certain electives will have the option 
to earn Honors credit. In order to earn Honors credit, students will elect to undertake criteria established by 
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the Social Studies Department. Requirements will include additional assignments, research, test questions 
and meeting a minimum grade percentage. 
 

9TH GRADE: ONE REQUIRED 

9 GLOBAL STUDIES LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grades 9  

Full Year 

This course focuses on the development of basic social studies skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
Standards. These skills include reading in the content area; using maps and globes; understanding the arc of 
world history; current events; and interpreting relevant print text through a global lens. 

9 GLOBAL STUDIES TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 9 Recommended: 

Full Year – 1 Unit Approval of School Counselor 

This course has been developed for students who are reading and writing below grade level. Students are 
encouraged to improve their reading, writing and comprehension skills in social studies. The course gives 
an overview of World History from Enlightenment to the present and also involves some thematic 
exploration of issues of social justice. Research skills taught will culminate in a required document-based 
research assignment to be completed in the second semester. 9 Language and Literature Team and 9 Global 
Studies Team employ team teaching techniques and are linked to 9 Lit Lab (READ 180). 

GLOBAL STUDIES 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10  

Full Year 

The primary purpose of this course is to provide an understanding and appreciation of the present in terms 
of the past, and to foster a global perspective. It presents an overview of human history from the 
Enlightenment to the present with a discussion of significant political, economic, cultural and geographic 
concepts. Units include the impact of Enlightenment ideals, revolutions in France and Latin America, 
industrialization, European imperialism, twentieth century conflict, independence movements in Asia and 
Africa, the Cold War and its aftermath, and modern ethnic and religious conflict in the Middle East and 
elsewhere. Emphasis in the course will be placed on developing students’ ability to conduct research, write 
effectively and think critically.  The research project (in conjunction with the Language and Literature 
Department) will end with a focused thesis statement, an outline, notecards, and a works cited page. 

 
10TH GRADE: ONE REQUIRED 

10 INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 10  

Full Year   

This course focuses on the development of basic social studies skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
Standards. These skills include reading in the content area; using maps and globes; understanding the arc of 
United States history; current events; and interpreting relevant print text through the lens of American 
history. 
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10 INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year – 1 Unit Any 9 Language and Literature  

This course has been developed for students who are reading and writing below grade level. A skilled 
approach to US History is used in this course. Attention is paid to the roles that Africans, Native Americans 
and women have played in American culture and history as we study the Declaration of Independence and 
US Constitution. The Civil War and other major events in American History from the Reconstruction 
Period through the twenty-first century will be addressed. Attention is also given to understanding current 
events within the context of our history. A research project will be done in conjunction with the 10 
Language and Literature Team class. 10 Language and Literature Team and 10 American History Team 
employ team teaching techniques and are linked to 10 Lit Lab. 

10 INDIVIDUALS AND SOCIETIES 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 10  

Full Year   

The course offers a chronological overview of American History with emphasis on the post Civil War 
issues, personalities and events that make a nation great. Readings, discussion, debates, research, etc., are 
part of an exciting experience awaiting you in the study of our nation. A research paper with a thesis 
statement, three pages minimum of text, note cards, outline, internal documentation and works cited is 
required to be completed in the second semester. 
For students selecting the Honors-level option, course expectations include a research paper with thesis 
statement, four pages minimum of text, note cards, outline, internal documentation and works cited to be 
completed in the second semester. Also, students will be required to complete an additional research 
requirement, learn how to write a document-based essay question, and demonstrate exemplary writing 
skills that reflect the use of evidence and analysis. 

10 AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option  Grade 10  

Full Year   

This is a co-curricular American history and American literature course. The history is explored in greater 
scope and depth in addition to the standard American History curriculum, maintains an Honors-level pace 
for all students, and requires independent reading of history outside of class for all students. Students taking 
the course at the Honors level will also complete additional writing and will produce a quality of writing 
that meets more rigorous expectations in terms of depth of analysis to the history studied from multiple 
perspectives. Students will explore American art history, social history, architecture, and music. Students 
make connections between the history studied and the American literature read. American social and 
cultural history will be explored through our literature, art, music and architecture. Academic emphasis is 
placed on essay writing and research skills. Students complete four quarterly projects, including a five- to 
seven-page formal research paper. Students also learn to write document-based essays and demonstrate 
exemplary writing skills that reflect the use of evidence and analysis. Students must take both components 
(Individuals and Societies and Language and Literature) at the same level of study. Dual enrollment in 
American Experience Language and Literature is required. 

AP US HISTORY 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year                                                                   Concurrent 10 Honors Language and Literature  

Advanced Placement US History accommodates the guidelines established by the College Board and is 
structured as a college-level survey course. This course considers the American past both chronologically 
and thematically, and encourages students to assess the ways in which the past informs a variety of 
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contemporary issues. Emphasis is on the development of critical-thinking skills, analytical reading and the 
construction of college-level essays. Students will be expected to engage in a long-term National History 
Day research assignment. Concurrent enrollment in 10 Honors Language and Literature is expected. This 
course requires students to take the Advanced Placement Test in US History. To receive Advanced 
Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced 
Placement Exam. 

 
11TH GRADE OPTION SATISFYING 12TH GRADE REQUIREMENTS 

11 GOVERNMENT/FINANCIAL LITERACY TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 11 Recommended: 

Full Year – 1 Unit 10 Language and Literature   

During the first semester of Government Team, the students will study the Legislative, Executive and 
Judicial branches of the US Constitution. They will also learn about each of the twenty-seven amendments, 
and their roles and responsibilities as US citizens. During the second semester in 11 Financial Literacy 
Team, the students will learn about basic economic concepts and adapt those economic principles to their 
personal lives. Students will study money, banking, taxes and other subjects that will help them to become 
productive citizens. In each of the two semesters, students will complete a research project to enhance their 
understanding of the respective curriculum. Lessons are appropriate for students who are reading and 
writing below grade level. 11 English Team and 11 Government/Financial Literacy Team employs team 
teaching techniques. These two semesters satisfy the senior social studies credit. 

AP MODERN EUROPEAN HISTORY/ IB HISTORY EUROPE 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year AP US History 

The junior year’s Modern European History will both conform to Advanced Placement guidelines and be 
overlapped with specific guidelines and requirements to fulfill at least 90 hours of the designed curriculum 
for the IB HL Program in History. Classroom methodology will include lectures, examination of primary 
sources and historiography, answering document-based questions, readings, and discussions, including 
Socratic seminars. Modern European History AP/History Europe IB will cover the history of Europe from 
1450 to the present, with particular attention to political, economic and cultural developments. AP students 
will be required to take the Advanced Placement Exam, and National History Day research projects are 
required for all students during first semester. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker 
Heights High School transcript, the student must complete IB Internal and External Assessments. To receive 
Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced 
Placement Exam. 
 

ONE REQUIRED 

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT LIFE 1/2 UNIT 
General Grade 12 

Semester I or II   
This course focuses on the development of basic social studies skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
Standards. These skills include reading in the content area; using maps and globes; understanding the 
structure and function of United States government; current events; and interpreting relevant print text 
through a participatory citizenship lens.  
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AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 1/2 UNIT 
Core Grade 12  

Semester I or II   

The principal focus of this course is the structure and operation of the American government, including the 
three branches of government, the Constitution, and government at the state and local levels. The course 
uses a basic text and supplementary readings. Each student is required to observe and report on meetings of 
local governments and to participate in the political process. 

AP AMERICAN GOVERNMENT 1/2 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Semester I or II   

Using a college-level text, this course studies not only the basic structure of American government but also 
concerns itself with political theory, public policy and political behavior. In addition to the text, each 
student must read a great deal of supplementary material, attend local meetings, participate in the political 
process, and complete extensive research papers and projects. All students enrolled in this course are 
required to take the Advanced Placement US Government and Policies examination in May. There will be 
review sessions in April and/or May for students who were enrolled in first semester classes. To receive 
Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the 
Advanced Placement Exam. 

 
SOCIAL STUDIES ELECTIVES: ONE REQUIRED 

AFRICAN AMERICAN HISTORY 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II 10 Individuals and Societies 

This course requires intensive reading, analytical writing and historical judgment. The course begins with 
the study of ancient Africa and ends with the challenges of contemporary Black America. Areas of study 
will include Africa, slavery, Reconstruction, Civil Rights and racism in America. Students will be expected 
to investigate, research, interview, visit museums and cultural sites, and contact members of the African-
American community to increase their awareness of and interest in an Afro-centric view of the world. 
Evaluation is based on a variety of tests, projects and research papers. 

EARLY BLACK HISTORY (Sem. I) 1 UNIT  
CONTEMPORARY BLACK HISTORY (Sem. II) 1 UNIT 
Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP)  Recommended: 

     Advanced Grades 11/12 10 Individuals and Societies 
2 Semesters Required: Acceptance to Kenyon College (KAP)   

This two-semester, two-unit Black History course is a college-level course offered by Kenyon College. 
KAP is a collaborative educational project between Kenyon College and selected secondary schools in 
Ohio. Through this course, students experience the intellectual challenges that enhance their pre-college 
education and prepare them for successful and enriching college careers. KAP seeks to create a common 
education ground for Ohio’s public, private, and parochial students and faculty, one that addresses students 
from all backgrounds and all economic levels. 
This course requires intensive reading, analytical skills, and historical judgment. The first-semester course 
begins with the study of Ancient Africa, and the second-semester course concludes with the challenges of 
contemporary Black America. Evaluation is based on a variety of tests, projects, and research papers. Upon 
successful completion of the course, students will receive 1 high school credit per semester, and 4 semester 
hour credits per semester from Kenyon College through College Credit Plus. 
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ASIAN STUDIES  (JAPAN)    (CHINA)    (INDIA)  (KOREA) 1 UNIT 
     Honors Option Grades 10/11/12   

Full Year Wednesdays, 7 - 9:30 p.m.  

Asian Studies is a team-taught Wednesday evening course for students from Shaker Heights and 
Beachwood schools. This course offers an opportunity for students to expand their global understanding 
through the history and culture of China, Japan, Korea, or India. The course includes six visits to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art (during class time) as well as guest speakers and performers in addition to 
lectures, discussions and activities. Students are required to complete weekly homework assignments, in-
class work and quarterly projects. Travel to China, Japan, Korea or India and hosting students from these 
countries are available to students who take the class. This course satisfies the Senior Language and 
Literature Elective requirement or can be used for a Language and Literature Elective credit or Individuals 
and Societies Elective credit. (Projected Schedule - India 2018-2019; China 2019-2020, Korea 2020-2021) 

FINANCIAL LITERACY LIFE 1/2 UNIT 
General Grades 11/12  

Semester I or Semester II   

This course focuses on the development of basic financial awareness skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
Standards. 

FINANCIAL LITERACY 1/2 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12  

Semester I or Semester II   

The Financial Literacy course engages students in reading, analyzing, managing and communicating about 
personal financial conditions that affect material well-being. It includes the ability to discern financial 
choices, discuss money and financial issues without (or despite) discomfort, plan for the future and respond 
competently to life events that affect everyday financial decisions, including events in the general economy. 
The areas of study include the topics of financial responsibility and decision making, income and careers, 
planning and money management, consumerism, investing, credit and debt, and risk management and 
insurance. Students arriving in their junior year must take Financial Literacy for graduation. 

IB HISTORY EUROPE HL/IB HISTORY ASIA AND OCEANIA HL SEMINAR 1 UNIT  
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year HL students must have completed  
 AP European History/History Europe IB or AP World History 
 (or equivalent) 

This course is a study of the twentieth century from multiple perspectives. This college-style seminar uses 
discussion, debates and films, as well as presentations by the teacher, guest lecturers and the students themselves. 
We assess and examine multiple points of view from Europe and Asia about authoritarianism, World War II, 
communist and capitalist economic systems, political ideologies and the Cold War. Cartoons, fine arts and music 
also enhance our study of this period. Then students examine the “miracles” of economic growth in West 
Germany and Japan from 1945 to the twenty-first century. These studies incorporate history, economics, politics 
and culture to create an in-depth study of the challenges of Communism and Capitalism during the past century. 
Readings include primary sources, journal articles and selections from studies by prominent historians.  

§ The HL level is for second year IB history students in the 12th grade. 
§ Students are required to take two years of IB History for HL credit. Junior year 

requirements can be met through either IB History Europe, which places students on the 
road to a European history focus, or IB History in World Experience, which leads students 
to an Asian History focus. 
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All students in the course, regardless European or Asian focus, prepare for the IB assessments, including a 
research paper, document-based essay, and essays concerning issues of the twentieth century. HL students 
will also review material from their junior year to prepare for the final IB exam in May. To receive 
International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete 
the IB Internal and External Assessments. 

LIFE ECONOMICS 1 UNIT 
General Grades 11/12  

Semester I or II   

This course focuses on the development of basic social studies skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
Standards. These skills include reading in the content area; using charts and graphs; understanding 
economic systems; current events; and interpreting relevant print text through an economics lens. 

COMPARATIVE ECONOMICS 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12  

Full Year   

This full-year course covers both microeconomic and macroeconomic concepts. This course is designed to 
help students gain an understanding of how those economic principles work within the economy of the 
United States; in relation to other disciplines, such as psychology and finance; and in nations throughout the 
world. Past nations of study have included Japan, Russia, China, various countries in Europe and developing 
nations in Africa and Southeast Asia. The course also ties economics to real world situations through student 
involvement in hand-on experiences including simulations and an interview with a local retailer. In addition, 
they will read a biography of an entrepreneur and participate in a regional stock market simulation. This 
course satisfies the Senior Individuals and Societies elective requirement. 

CRIMINOLOGY 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 12  

Semester I or II    

Criminology will deal primarily with the study of crime typologies, crime causation and our criminal 
justice system: law enforcement, the courts and corrections (prisons). Course procedures will include guest 
speakers, a Shaker Heights Police Department field trip, videotapes and independent research. 

HISTORY OF POPULAR AMERICAN MUSIC 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12  

Semester I or II        

History of popular American Music is an examination of the evolution of American popular music by 
making connections with historical themes.  It includes the exploration of music and musicians from the 
beginnings of jazz and rock and roll through artists and styles of today.  This course will be offered based 
on enrollment and staffing. In addition to the above description, this course includes a detailed examination 
of the influences and development of folk/roots music of other parts of the Americas. 

HUMAN RIGHTS & CONFLICT 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 11/12  

Semester I or II   

“People make choices. Choices make history.” This is the motto of Facing History and Ourselves, an 
organization devoted to analyzing the human—and the humane—side of history. In this course, inspired by 
the Facing History and Ourselves curriculum, we will examine the choices made by leaders, ordinary 
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people, bystanders, upstanders and even the choices we make, to ground our understanding of the potential 
for both good and evil in all people. While this class will devote a considerable amount of time to the study 
of the Holocaust and contemporary human rights issues in Cambodia and Sudan, our starting point of 
analysis will be with ourselves. If we are to understand societal forces that shape history and stand up in the 
face of injustice, we must understand the forces that motivate our own actions as individuals who are 
necessarily part of a larger society. In this way, our study of human rights and conflict will not merely be a 
study of external circumstances and far-away issues, but it will be a study of the ingredients of evil, the 
dangers of indifference and the strength of humanity—all of which are reflected in the past and present of 
our history. 

PERSONAL AND PROFESSIONAL SKILLS COURSE 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year    

Students engaged in this course will explore and develop the personal and professional skills necessary for 
success in today’s global society. This course supports student growth in the areas of responsibility, 
perseverance, resilience, self-esteem, and academic honesty across the five themes of personal 
development, intercultural understanding, effective communication, thinking processes, and applied ethics. 
These themes are explored through a variety of teaching strategies that are integrated with each student’s 
career aspirations and include learning beyond the classroom. Students will show evidence of their learning 
by conducting a final reflective project that displays their learning in the course. 

JOBS FOR OHIO GRADUATES (JOG) 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

 (N/A) 

Jobs for Ohio’s Graduates (JOG) is an in-school, for-credit, classroom-based program that focuses on 
career development and employability, life, and leadership skills. Taught by a Youth Opportunities 
Unlimited Career Coach AT SHAKER Heights High School, this multi-faceted program teaches life and 
study skills, goal setting, employability skills, time management, budgeting, and problem-solving.  JOG 
provides (1) case management outside of class where Y.O.U. staff coach and mentor youth to develop 
individual career plans and implement academic and attendance interventions; (2) after-school and summer 
leadership activities like the student-led Career Association, and statewide leadership conferences; (3) 
experiential learning, placing youth in work experiences and internships, and connections to high-growth 
career pathways; and (4) one year of follow-up after graduation. This course serves students with barriers to 
educational and career success. Application required. 

AP MACRO-ECONOMICS 1/2 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12  

Semester I    

This one-semester course requires students to develop a thorough understanding of the principles of 
economics that apply to a total economic system. It places particular emphasis on national income and price 
determination, measurement of economic performances, government response to changes in the business 
cycle, policies for economic growth, and international trade and finance. To receive Advanced Placement 
Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 
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AP MICRO-ECONOMICS 1/2 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12  

Semester II   

This one-semester course introduces students to the principles of economics that apply to the behavior of 
individual decision-makers within the larger economic system. It places primary emphasis on the nature 
and function of product markets, factor markets, and the role of government in the economy. To receive 
Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the 
Advanced Placement Exam. 

IB ECONOMICS SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12  

Full Year   

This one-year course, presented in conjunction with AP Macroeconomics and AP Microeconomics, aims to 
provide students with a core knowledge of economics, encourage students to think critically about 
economics, and promote an awareness and understanding of internationalism in economics. Students will 
develop the capacity to identify, analyze and evaluate theories, concepts and arguments about the nature 
and activities of the individual, the firm, the government and society. To receive International 
Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB 
Internal and External Assessments. 

IB ECONOMICS I HL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11  

Full Year   

This is the first year of a two-year course of study. Students will enroll in IB Economics HL 2 during their 
senior year. IB Economics HL is presented in conjunction with AP Macroeconomics and AP 
Microeconomics and IB Economics SL. It aims to provide students with core knowledge of economics, 
encourage students to think critically about economics, and promote an awareness and understanding of 
internationalism in economics. Students will develop the capacity to identify, analyze and evaluate theories, 
concepts and arguments about the nature and activities of the individual, the firm, the government and 
society. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the 
student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments given in the second year of study. 

IB ECONOMICS II HL 1 UNIT 
Advanced  Grade 12    Recommended: 

Full Year IB Economics I HL (or equivalent)   

This one-year course builds on the skills developed during the IB Economics HL first-year curriculum and 
will focus on contemporary issues in economics. Students will gain experience in collecting, describing, 
and analyzing data used in studies of society. Students will deepen their understanding of the four major 
areas of IB Economics: microeconomics, macroeconomics, international economics and economic 
development. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, 
the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 
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CONTEMPORARY ECONOMICS 1 UNIT 
Advanced  Grade 12                Recommended:  

 AP Macro & AP Microeconomics 

This course is presented with IB Economics II HL. This one-year course builds on the skills developed 
during the IB Economics SL curriculum and will focus on contemporary issues in economics. Students will 
gain experience in collecting, describing and analyzing data used in studies of society. Students will deepen 
their understanding of the four major areas of IB Economics: microeconomics, macroeconomics, 
international economics and economic development. Students who choose to take Contemporary 
Economics Advanced will not sit for the IB external exams and are ineligible to receive IB credit on their 
transcripts. 

PSYCHOLOGY 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 12  

Semester I or II  

This course will study the science of human behavior and mental processes and look at the hot topics in 
psychology. Students will learn how to conduct psychological research, understand how different parts of 
the brain affect human behavior, and acquire a better understanding of themselves and others. 
Demonstrations on different concepts of psychology will be used to supplement the textbook material. This 
will be good preparation for an introductory college psychology class. 

AP PSYCHOLOGY 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11 or 12  

Full Year   

This AP College Board audited course “is designed to introduce students to the systematic and scientific 
study of the behavior and mental processes of human beings and other animals. Students are exposed to the 
psychological facts, principles and phenomena associated with each of the major subfields within 
psychology. They also learn about the ethics and methods psychologists use in their science and practice.” 
All students enrolled in this course are required to take the Advanced Placement Psychology examination 
in May. No students are permitted to take the course pass/fail. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

IB PSYCHOLOGY SL  1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11 or 12  

Full Year   

This International Baccalaureate Psychology SL course “examines the interaction of biological, cognitive 
and sociocultural influences on human behavior, thereby adopting an integrative approach. Understanding 
how psychological knowledge is generated, developed and applied enables students to achieve a greater 
understanding of themselves and appreciate the diversity of human behavior. The ethical concerns raised by 
the methodology and application of psychological research are key considerations in IB psychology.” No 
students are permitted to take the course pass/fail. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External 
Assessments. 
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SOCIOLOGY 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 11/12  

Semester I or II   

This course introduces the sociological perspective to students who are curious about the impact of human 
behavior on society. It is a perfect complement to students who are interested in psychology. Topics 
include: personality development, societal norms, sexuality, morality, deviance, racism, culture, family, 
peer groups, the media and how to conduct a sociological investigation. The major emphasis of this course 
is to promote understanding through the use of facts, statistics and scientific data, and to reject the use of 
baseless stereotypes and generalizations. The discussions are lively and you will be surprised at how much 
you learn about yourself. This course will serve as an excellent introduction to any freshman college 
sociology class. 

AP WORLD HISTORY/IB HISTORY SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11   

Full Year    

This full-year survey course is a non-western historical analysis. AP World History/IB History SL offers a 
balanced global coverage with Africa, the Americas, Asia, Europe and Oceania all represented. This course 
presents an opportunity for students to study little-known civilizations (i.e. Islamic Caliphates, Chinese 
Dynasties and Mongol Empire), to gain perspectives never told through analysis of first person accounts, 
developing deeper understanding of the dynamic relationships in today’s world. Students will be required 
to read and evaluate a variety of sources, construct written products that analyze class discussions and 
readings, as well as participate in Socratic seminar discussions covering significant trends throughout world 
history. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student 
must take the Advanced Placement Exam. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker 
Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments.  
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LANGUAGE ACQUISITION 
 

Philosophy 
 
The goal of the Language Acquisition Department is to prepare students to communicate in and understand 
languages other than English, using both the spoken and the written word. Through the study of world 
languages, students will understand the importance and meaning of culture. Language Acquisition learning 
will enhance students’ knowledge of English, and reinforce and further their knowledge in other 
disciplines. The study of world languages will prepare students to understand and appreciate diversity in 
language and culture, both locally and globally, and lead them to become responsible world citizens. 

 
Program Planning Policy 

 
Language Acquisition courses are sequential and must be taken in the proper order. The Language Acquisition 
Department Chair must approve any variations in the regular sequence to meet individual needs. 

Course Selection 
● First-year courses are available to students at every grade level. 

● A student must complete Semester I and Semester II to earn one unit of credit in any language 
acquisition class. 

● A student must be enrolled in Semester I of a given language acquisition class during the semester 
immediately preceding enrollment in Semester II of that language class. 

● Language Acquisition teacher recommendations for third- through fifth-year language courses can 
assist students in making appropriate selections between levels of course offerings. 

● Students should recognize that there is often a challenging period of adjustment when they change from 
one level of instruction to another. There is a distinct difference in materials and in course levels. 

● Increasingly, institutions of higher education are making world languages a part of entrance and/or 
graduation requirements. The Language Acquisition Department encourages students to complete 
as long a sequence as possible in any one world language, and to choose a second world language 
as an additional elective.  

 

LANGUAGE ACQUISITION EXPERIENCES BEYOND THE CLASSROOM 

Language Acquisition students are afforded many opportunities to experience world languages and cultures 
through hosting international students and participating in exchange programs. Students are invited to host 
students from Chile, Germany, England, France, China, Italy Greece and Japan. When appropriate, spring 
and summer study trips and “sister” school relationships provide various exchange opportunities 
chaperoned by Shaker teachers. 

CHINESE, MANDARIN I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 

Full Year 

Students in Chinese I will develop an appreciation for the history and diversity of Chinese culture. Students 
will learn to use Chinese Pinyin and to write Chinese characters. Students will be able to talk about basic 
information in Chinese, such as greetings, numbers, family, time and seasons, colors, etc. Students will 
learn approximately 300 Chinese characters. Activities will focus on understanding, speaking, reading and 
writing basic characters in the Chinese language and gaining insights into the Chinese culture. 
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CHINESE, MANDARIN II 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Mandarin Chinese I with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Chinese II will help students learn more about contemporary China and modern Chinese culture. The 
ability to listen, speak, read and write Chinese characters will be increased through the use of textbooks, 
visual aids, videos, CDs and computer programs. Students will read and discuss ancient Chinese poems and 
modern novels. Students will learn approximately 600 Chinese words by the end of the school year. This 
course will focus on the development of conversational skills. 

CHINESE, MANDARIN III  1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Mandarin Chinese II with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Students in Chinese III will continue the study of grammar and characters, with an increased emphasis on 
reading and writing. Students will read and discuss famous Confucius sayings and Chinese idioms. Core 
level students are expected to learn 800 characters while Honors students will reach 1,000 characters. All 
language skills will be reviewed and further developed at a faster pace. Required: A student-purchased 
Chinese-English-Chinese Dictionary or downloading the Chinese-English-Chinese dictionary app on a 
smart device. 

CHINESE, MANDARIN IV/ CHINESE B, MANDARIN IV SL 1 UNIT 
Core, Honors or Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Mandarin Chinese III Honors 
 with grade of C or above or Permission of Dept. Chair 

The course will review and reinforce the approximately 1,000 characters learned previously and introduce 
800 new ones. Language skills based on modern Chinese life as well as traditional Chinese culture will be 
developed. Students will learn the basic knowledge about the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese 
literature, traditional regional operas, geography of Chinese provinces and 56 ethnic nationality traditions. 
Students will also have a chance to read the China Daily newspaper, and learn about the current policy in 
China, such as the one Child Policy, the New Country Policy, and the Hope Project. By the end of this 
course, students will be able to make conversation with native speakers and share their own opinion about 
major popular topics. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 

CHINESE, MANDARIN V/CHINESE B, MANDARIN V SL 1 UNIT 
Core, Honors, or Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Mandarin Chinese IV Honors (or equivalent) 
 with grade of C or above or Permission of Dept. Chair 

At this higher level of Chinese learning, students will be expected to be able to read and discuss daily 
Chinese newspapers and be able to present ideas on specific topics. They will also read, write and discuss 
the topics of global challenges, science and technology, contemporary life, personal and public identities, 
families and communities, and beauty and aesthetics. Language skills will reinforce the approximately 
1,000 characters learned previously and introduce 800 new ones. Language skills based on modern Chinese 
life as well as traditional Chinese culture will be developed. Students will learn the basic knowledge about 
the Four Great Classical Novels of Chinese literature, traditional regional operas, geography of Chinese 
provinces and 56 ethnic nationality traditions. Students will also have a chance to read the China Daily 
newspaper, and learn about the current policy in China, such as the one Child Policy, the New Country 
Policy, and the Hope Project. By the end of this course, students will be able to make conversation with 



 
 

| Shaker Heights High School | 
 

 

 
 

89 

native speakers and share their own opinion about major popular topics. To receive International 
Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB 
Internal and External Assessments. 

FRENCH I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12  

Full Year 

This course is designed for students who have had no previous French. The major emphasis is on the 
comprehension, acquisition, and use of vocabulary and basic language structures necessary for simple 
communication. Students will learn where French is spoken in the world and how French cultures 
compared to American culture. Students will be able to read, discuss and write about family, school and 
community activities relating to daily life. Emphasis is on all communication skills – listening, speaking, 
reading and writing. A student-purchased workbook is required. 

FRENCH II 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year French I or  
 7th & 8th Grade French with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair  

French II students will learn about various aspects of French culture and French regions. Communications 
skills are further developed, building on the core of material taught in French I and adding more 
complicated linguistic structures and opportunities for some creative sentence writing. The four language 
communications skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing) are continued, advanced and reinforced. 
Oral presentations encourage the development of spoken French. A student-purchased workbook is 
required.  

FRENCH III 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year French II with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

In this course, a consistent effort will be made to summarize and thoroughly review all grammar previously 
presented. Several new and important linguistic structures will be introduced and developed. Students will 
begin to read and write independently and more creatively. Emphasis is placed on mastery of the four 
language skills (listening, speaking, reading and writing).  

FRENCH III/FRENCH B, III SL 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year French II with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This course is for students who have demonstrated high ability and interest in French. All language skills 
will be reviewed and further developed at a faster pace. There will be increased emphasis on writing more 
fluently and correctly. Listening, speaking and reading are stressed with an increased emphasis on creative 
writing skills developed through multiple activities. Study of the language will be thematic and 
conceptualized. This will be accompanied by an introduction to the study of French history, art, music, 
literature and culture. Students will be required to actively participate in French. To receive International 
Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB 
Internal and External Assessments. 
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FRENCH IV 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year French III with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

The study of language structure and oral comprehension continues so that the student will be able to 
communicate more proficiently. Students will begin to progress from sentences to texts, and are expected to 
actively and independently use what they learned in French I, II, and III. Students will study various 
elements of French and Francophone literature, including poetry, short stories and one novel. Emphasis is 
placed on advanced reading, conversation and composition.  

FRENCH IV/FRENCH B, IV SL/HL  1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year French III Honors (or equivalent)    
 with grade of C or above, or Permission of Dept. Chair 

In the IB French SL course, learners build upon the grammar, culture and vocabulary they have learned in 
previous French courses. At this level, students are expected to be independent learners who will use 
previous knowledge to become better communicators with an in-depth understanding of current issues in 
the francophone world. It is expected that students should be able to function linguistically and culturally in 
a French-speaking country. We will also emphasize the way in which language influences knowledge as 
well as thought, and how the world can be perceived differently through the lens of a new language. 
Through various media (literature, movies, current news, podcasts or magazines), students will examine 
issues such as social relations, communication and media and world issues such as human rights and the 
environment, health, technology, leisure time and travel, all through the lens of cultural diversity.  Students 
will need to have an understanding of different registers of language using a wide variety of texts. This 
course combines IB and Pre-AP instruction. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker 
Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments.  

FRENCH V/AP FRENCH V/FRENCH B, V SL/HL 1 UNIT 
Honors or Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year French IV Advanced (or equivalent) 
 with grade of C or above, or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This course combines IB and AP instruction. IB French HL is a continuation of the SL course. Topics 
explored include personal and public identities, family and community, aesthetics, science and technology, 
and world challenges. As in level IV, these topics will be explored through the lens of customs, traditions 
and cultural diversity, with particular emphasis on the Francophone world. Students will be asked to 
demonstrate mastery of different registers of language in interpersonal and presentational communications, 
with an understanding of the linguistic and cultural subtleties of different French speaking countries on 
different continents. Therefore, students will be expected to be in great part responsible not only for their 
learning but also for the topics and texts we will explore in class within given parameters. Students should 
be able to talk with an open mind as well as have an informed and reflective understanding about current 
issues in the French speaking world. Students will need to demonstrate mastery of French using a wide 
variety of oral and written texts. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. To receive International Baccalaureate 
credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External 
Assessments. 
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GERMAN I/ GERMAN I AB INITIO 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 

Full Year   

Students will learn basic vocabulary and pronunciation, gradually building a foundation in speaking and 
understanding German. Some reading and writing follow in the natural development of the language skills. 
Students become acquainted with German culture and gain some insight into cultural similarities and 
differences. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the 
student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. Students who opt for the AB INITIO 
component will be 11th grade students in the IB diploma program. 

GERMAN II/ GERMAN II AB INITIO 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year German I with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This course is designed to develop more fully students’ ability to listen, speak, read and write German. Oral 
and listening skills will be developed through increased use of German in the classroom. Students begin to 
read simple stories and narratives as they expand their active vocabulary and master more complex 
structures. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the 
student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. Students who opt for the AB INITIO 
component will be 12th grade students in the IB diploma program. 

GERMAN III/GERMAN B, III SL 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year German II with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This course is designed to further the acquisition and production of German communicative structures and 
strategies introduced in the first two years of German study. All units are strongly contextualized and focus 
on German history as well as major movements in literature, politics and art. The course emphasizes the 
use of interactive technology as a bridge between cultures and a tool for achievement. Students continue to 
improve their skills in listening and reading comprehension, vocabulary knowledge and advanced grammar 
topics. Many students follow up third-year German with a summer home-stay trip or a semester in Goslar, 
Germany. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the 
student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 

GERMAN IV/AP GERMAN IV/GERMAN B, IV SL 1 UNIT 
Honors or Advanced option Grade 12 Recommend: 

Full Year German III (or equivalent) with grade of C or above  
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This is a college-level course conducted entirely in German. Students will read, discuss and write about 
current events, literary works and films as they fit into the major themes of global challenges, science and 
technology, contemporary life, personal and public identities, families and communities, and beauty and 
aesthetics. Proficiency in speaking and listening and command of advanced grammar topics are major foci 
in preparation for the Advanced Placement and IB exams. In addition to fostering advanced German 
linguistic ability, the course also emphasizes strong target cultural knowledge. To receive Advanced 
Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced 
Placement Exam. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 
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GREEK I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year 1 year of World Language 

This course introduces students to the language and culture of Ancient Greece. Emphasis is placed on the 
acquisition of basic vocabulary and grammar, and the recognition of the occurrence of Greek roots in 
English. Readings will include accounts of a family living in ancient Greece and the tales of Aesop. 

GREEK II 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Greek I 

Students will reinforce their knowledge of Ancient Greek with a review of first-year vocabulary and 
grammar principles. They will progress in language acquisition, reading comprehension and written 
expression. Readings continue from the first year and include mythological and historical recounting. 
Students will complete and present an individual research project on a subject relating to classical Greece. 

GREEK III 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Greek II 

Students will strengthen and improve their knowledge of Greek culture and complete their survey of 
Ancient Greek grammar while reading selections from Classical texts such as Herodotus, Plato and later 
Koine Greek writers. 

GREEK IV 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Greek III 

Students will complete their high school studies of Classical Greek by reading selections from the classical 
master, Homer. We will read selections from The Odyssey and continue to build vocabulary and grammar 
proficiency. 

LATIN I 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12  

Full Year  

This course begins the study of Latin, which provides a background for almost all European languages in 
both its grammar and vocabulary. Latin provides the root forms and the exact meaning of many English 
words. Roman history, culture, religion and mythology will also be studied to broaden Latin students’ 
appreciation of their heritage. 

LATIN II 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Latin I or 7th & 8th Grade Latin 
 with grade of C or above or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Second-year Latin students will continue their study of syntax and vocabulary while exploring the daily life 
and culture of Rome. We will read passages of increasing length and complexity which explore life in 
Rome for a typical Roman family circa CE 80. Students will participate in gladiator and chariot-racing 
activities. Students will also continue to use Latin roots to increase their English vocabulary. 
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LATIN III/LATIN III SL 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12  Recommended: 

Full Year Latin II with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Third-year Latin students will read a variety of Latin literature and continue their study of grammar, history 
and culture. The semester of prose literature will focus on the writings of Roman historians of the Late 
Republic and Early Empire, the letters of Pliny and the speeches of Cicero. The semester of poetry will 
focus on the poetry of Catullus, the odes of Horace, Vergil’s epic Aeneid and the Metamorphoses of Ovid. 
To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must 
complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 

LATIN IV/LATIN IV SL/HL 1 UNIT 
Core, Honors or Advanced option Grade 11 Recommended:  

Full Year Latin III with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Students will study a wide range of Latin literature in preparation for the IB SL assessments in the current 
school year, or for the HL assessments in Latin V the following year. In order to receive International 
Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, a student must complete the IB Internal 
and External Assessments. 

AP LATIN IV or V 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Latin III H or IV H/SL with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Students will study the AP Latin curriculum, which includes selections from Caesar’s Gallic War and 
Vergil’s Aeneid in preparation for the AP exam in May. In order to receive Advanced Placement credit on 
a Shaker Heights High School transcript, a student must take the AP Latin Exam. 

LATIN V/LATIN V HL 1 UNIT 
Core, Honors or Advanced option Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year  Latin IV (or equivalent) with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This class will prepare IB HL students for their HL assessment at the end of the year.  Additionally, for all 
students, this class will concentrate on oral and written composition of Latin utilizing video recordings, 
songs, games and competitions to build vocabulary and incorporate grammatical constructions into 
everyday conversations and writings. In order to receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker 
Heights High School transcript, a student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments.  

SPANISH I/SPANISH I AB INITIO 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12  

Full Year   

This course will introduce students to the Hispanic world. Activities will focus on how to understand, 
speak, read and write Spanish. Students will also develop an appreciation of the diverse Spanish culture 
through the use of textbooks, visuals, audio, videos, CDs and computer programs. To receive International 
Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB 
Internal and External Assessments. Students who opt for the AB INITIO component will be 11th grade 
students in the IB diploma program. A student-purchased workbook may be required. 
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SPANISH II/ SPANISH II AB INITIO 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish I or 7th & 8th grade Spanish 
 with grade of C or above or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Spanish II will provide students with the opportunity to learn more about Spanish speaking countries and 
their culture. The ability to understand, read, write and speak Spanish will be expanded as students work 
with authentic materials from Spain and Latin America. At the end of the language ab initio course, 
candidates will be expected to demonstrate ability to: 

§ Communicate information and some basic ideas clearly and effectively. 
§ Understand and use accurately the essential spoken and written forms of the language in a 

limited range of situations. 
§ Understand and use a limited range of vocabulary in common usage. 
§ Show an awareness of some elements of culture in which the language is spoken.  

To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must 
complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. Students who opt for the AB INITIO component will be 
12th grade students in the IB diploma program. A student-purchased workbook may be required.  

SPANISH III 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish II with grade of C or above  
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This course will help students increase their knowledge and use of Spanish. They will read short stories, 
poetry or plays, complete projects, conduct conversations and perform skits. A thorough review of 
grammar will be conducted. Activities designed to help students continue developing their language skills 
include work with textbooks, movies, audio and computer programs. This class is conducted in Spanish.  

SPANISH III/SPANISH B, III SL 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish II with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Spanish III concentrates on improving students’ ability to express themselves in Spanish. The class will 
involve participants in extensive speaking and writing practice. Students will learn about Spanish countries 
and their customs in more detail. They will read literature of the Hispanic world and review grammar as 
needed. All class activities will be conducted in Spanish. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on 
a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External 
Assessments. 

SPANISH IV 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish III with grade of C or above in Spanish 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This course provides an opportunity for students to use their Spanish language skills. They will learn more 
about the Spanish way by studying realistic Spanish situations. They will also refine their reading, speaking 
and writing skills through the use of visual aids, short stories, plays, novels and poems. 
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SPANISH IV/SPANISH B, IV SL/HL   1 UNIT 
Core, Honors or Advanced option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish III with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

This fourth-year class is for Honors students who wish to move at a somewhat faster pace and study more 
varied and challenging materials. The class will involve extensive speaking, writing and reading in Spanish. 
Instructional materials include movies, videos, CDs and the internet, and students will read short stories, 
plays, novels and poems. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 

SPANISH IV 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended 

Full Year Spanish III Honors with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair  

This course builds upon the grammar and culture learned at previous levels. The focus is on language 
development and acquisition with the ultimate objective of becoming independent learners. We seek to foster a 
positive interest in the culture of all Spanish-speaking countries and to promote real understanding. Students will 
appreciate that learning another language can enrich their lives and broaden their horizons, and possibly be an 
opportunity for international travel and work. The course will emphasize the unifying nature of language and the 
role of language with rspect to universal issues, such as environmental degradation and social justice. Students 
will examine the ways in which language influences knowing. This course combines IB and AP instruction. 
Course expectations include text handling, oral components, systematic study of grammar and written assessment.  

SPANISH V/AP SPANISH V 1 UNIT 
Core, Honors or Advanced option Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish IV with grade of C or above 
 or Permission of Dept. Chair 

Spanish V provides students with the opportunity to express themselves in Spanish through use of their 
understanding of Spanish culture and their knowledge of language, literature and history. Instructional 
materials will include books, movies, tapes and computer programs. In order to receive Advanced 
Placement credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, a student must take the AP Spanish Exam. 

SPANISH V/SPANISH B, V SL/HL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Spanish IV IB (or equivalent)    
 With a grade of C or above, or Permission of Dept. Chair 

The fifth year of language study is the final year of preparation for the Spanish Higher Level examination 
of the International Baccalaureate program. The objective of the course is to have students reach a 
competent level in communicative skills in Spanish, to have them appreciate language and culture as an 
authentic and indispensable tool in the understanding of one’s own culture, and thus to start breaking down 
barriers of misunderstanding between people of different nations. 
The fifth-year course is conducted in Spanish and the consistent use and continual improvement of spoken 
Spanish is calculated as a part of the class grade. The skills of listening, reading, writing and speaking 
Spanish are practiced on a daily basis. Students learn to glean information, find and process main ideas, 
infer from linguistic, cultural and contextual clues, and synthesize ideas with a view to producing original 
thoughts on material they have heard or read. This course combines IB and Honors instruction. To receive 
International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete 
the IB Internal and External Assessments. 
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LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
 

Philosophy 
 
All students are expected to become competent readers, writers, speakers and listeners in every area of the 
curriculum. Growth in literacy is necessary so students can enrich their own lives and function in a 
changing world. An essential goal of education in Language and Literature is to develop the art and convey 
the joy of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

The student is the center of the learning process. Students, parents, and teachers are responsible for 
recognizing individual needs and building on strengths in a developmentally appropriate manner. They 
work collaboratively to set goals, develop instruction and assess progress. Students are encouraged to 
become reflective self-evaluators who move beyond basic literacy to critical and creative thinking. 

All educators are teachers of language and are responsible for modeling and nurturing the process of 
language development. Strategies for learning and applying the conventions of language will be taught 
within the context of the curriculum and life experience. Language proficient students are more likely to 
become independent, lifelong learners. 
 
To graduate from Shaker, each student must earn four units of Language and Literature credit. Of these, 
three units must be earned by successfully completing 9th-, 10th- and 11th-grade courses. The fourth unit of 
Language and Literature can be earned by taking one of the 12th-grade yearlong courses (both semesters of 
which must be taken for either to count toward fulfillment of the Language and Literature graduation 
requirement) or by completing two semester-long electives. The Language and Literature Department also 
offers some enrichment courses, which do not satisfy the English graduation requirements. Any student 
interested in Advanced, IB or Advanced Placement courses should enroll in 9 Language & Literature, 10 
Language and Literature or 10 American Experience at the Honors level. 
 

Course Selection 
 
The following course descriptions indicate the variety of offerings within the Language and Literature 
Department. Make course selections consistent with your interests, aptitude and past achievement. Higher 
levels present greater challenges and require greater individual investment. 
 

Weekly Writing Policy 
 

To encourage all students to write more effectively, the Language and Literature Department is committed 
to a writing program that requires each student to write weekly. 
 
Weekly writing will take a variety of forms – completed work, journals, writers’ notebooks, free writes, 
short, focused reflections, prewrites, rewrites and more. Some of these will be read and evaluated by 
teachers; some may be shared with and responded to by students, while some may remain private and 
ungraded. 

 

Summer Reading Program 
 
All students are required to complete a summer reading assignment. Students are expected to finish their 
summer reading before school begins. Summer reading will be assessed during the first week of school. 
Assignment lists are distributed annually in June; extra copies of the list are available in the High School 
Main Office and on the website at www.shaker.org.  
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9 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 9  

Full Year   

This course focuses on the development of basic reading, written language and communication skills based upon 
the Ohio Extended Standards. These skills include phonemic awareness and decoding strategies; reading 
comprehension; literal and inferential thinking; oral communication; writing conventions, grammar and syntax. 

LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 9 Recommended: 

Full Year 8 Language and Literature and 
 Approval of School Counselor 

This course has been developed for students who need supplemental instruction in reading and writing. The 
focus will be improving organizational skills and reading comprehension through several literary genres 
(poetry, short stories, novels, plays, etc.) while developing the ability to write coherent paragraphs and multi-
paragraph essays. A research component will have students produce a brief document and presentation and 
learn the correct format for a works cited page. 9 Language and Literature Team and 9 Global Studies Team 
employ team teaching techniques and are linked to 9 Lit Lab (Read 180 for a total of 4 units). 

9 LITERACY LAB TEAM (READ 180) 2 UNITS 
Core Grade 9  

Full Year   

Students enrolled in 9 Global Studies Team and 9 Language and Literature Team will also be enrolled in 
READ 180, a two-period computer-based intensive reading program. READ 180 will help students decode 
and spell words, read with fluency, and comprehend text. The goal of this program is for students to read 
grade-level material independently, with confidence and fluency in all subjects. Students must be 
concurrently enrolled in the 9 Team program. 

9 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 9 Recommended: 

Full Year 8 Language and Literature 

This course focuses on organizational skills of students, as well as reading, writing and speaking abilities. 
Students read mythology, drama, novels and short stories. Vocabulary study will be integrated into the 
study of literature. Students receive instruction in expository and creative writing. Expository writing 
begins with mastering single paragraphs and continues with mastering multi-paragraph essays. During the 
first semester, students will work on mastering research skills such as paraphrasing, summarizing and citing 
direct quotations. The research project, in conjunction with the Individuals and Society department, will 
end with a focused thesis statement, an outline, note cards, a research paper, and a works-cited page.  

9 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE  1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 9 Recommended: 

Full Year 8 Language and Literature 

This is a challenging course for those students who have already demonstrated superior ability in reading 
and writing. Like 9 Language and Literature, this course focuses on reading mythology, drama, novels and 
short stories. However, it goes beyond the 9 Language and Literature course in scope and depth and places 
greater demands on each student, both in quantity and quality of writing and reading and in the expectation 
of a good understanding of grammar. The research component of this course, taught in the first semester, 
concentrates on creating note cards, forming an outline, and writing a research paper of at least three pages 
with a focused thesis statement, internal documentation and a works-cited page. 
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10 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 10   

Full Year   
This course is an extension of 9 Language and Literature Life. This course focuses on the development of 
basic reading, written language and communication skills based upon the Ohio Extended Standards. These 
skills include phonemic awareness and decoding strategies; reading comprehension; literal and inferential 
thinking; oral communication; writing conventions, grammar and syntax. 

10 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 10  Recommended: 

Full Year 9 Language and Literature 
This course is provided for students whose reading and writing skills need development and reinforcement. 
In 10 Language and Literature Team, students will read and discuss works of American authors and 
develop an awareness of themes in American literature, with frequent writing exercises both in and out of 
class. The research component of this course taught in the first semester concentrates on writing a research 
paper of at least two pages, crafting a focused thesis, citing works internally and creating a works-cited 
page. The topic of this paper is relevant to both 10 Language and Literature Team and 10 American History 
Team. 10 Language and Literature Team and 10 American History Team employ team-teaching techniques 
and are linked to 10 Lit Lab for a total of three units. 

10 LITERACY LAB TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 10  

Full Year   
Reading, writing, vocabulary and study skills taught in this class will help students to be successful in 10 
Language and Literature Team and 10 Individuals and Societies Team classes. Time will be allotted for 
students to engage in independent reading on a daily basis. Students must be concurrently registered for the 
10 Team program. 

10 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year 9 Language and Literature 
The focus of this course is American literature. Students study major works of American writers. Students 
continue to receive instruction in expository and creative writing. They continue their work of mastering 
single paragraphs and multi-paragraph essays. Vocabulary will be integrated into the study of literature. The 
research component of this course, taught in the first semester, concentrates on writing a three-page research 
paper with a focused thesis, creating note cards, creating an outline, including internal documentation and 
crafting a works cited page. In the second semester, students will complete a career project. 

10 LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year 9 Language and Literature 
The focus of this course is an intensive study of major works by American authors, preceded by a 
foundational unit called The Bible in Literature. The literature is explored in greater scope and depth than 
10 Language and Literature and places greater demands on each student, both in quantity and quality of 
writing and reading and in the expectations of a good understanding of grammar. Vocabulary is integrated 
into the study of literature. Students write expository essays and write creative pieces. For the research 
component of this class, completed during the first semester, students will write a four-page research paper 
complete with a focused thesis, internal documentation and a works-cited page. During the course of the 
project, students will produce note cards as well as an outline. In the second semester, students will 
complete a career project. 
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10 AMERICAN EXPERIENCE 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year 9 Language and Literature 

This is a co-curricular American literature and American history course. Students focus on an intensive 
study of major works by American authors. The literature is explored in greater scope and depth than 10 
English, maintains an Honors-level pace for all students, and requires independent reading of literature 
outside of class by all students. Students taking the class at the Honors level will also complete additional 
writing and will produce a quality of writing that meets more rigorous expectations in terms of depth of 
analysis and a good understanding of grammar. Vocabulary will be integrated into the study of literature. In 
addition to the American literature studied, students explore American art history, architecture and music. 
Students make connections between the American literature read and the history studied. Students complete 
four Quarterly Projects, a five- to seven-page formal research paper and a career project. Students must 
take both components (Language and Literature, and Individuals and Societies) at the same level of study. 
Dual enrollment in American Experience Individuals and Societies is required. 

11 ENGLISH LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 11  

Full Year    

This course is an extension of 10 Language and Literature Life. This course focuses on the development of 
basic reading, written language and communication skills based upon the Ohio Extended Standards. These 
skills include phonemic awareness and decoding strategies; reading comprehension; literal and inferential 
thinking; oral communication; writing conventions, grammar and syntax. 

11 ENGLISH TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 11 Recommended: 

Full Year  10 Language and Literature 

This course is provided for students whose reading and writing skills need development and reinforcement. 
In 11 Team English, students will read and discuss works of world authors and develop an awareness of 
themes in world literature. There will be frequent writing exercises both in and out of class. Students will 
also participate in reading workshops and the reading of Young Adult literature. 11 English Team and 11 
Government/Financial Literacy Team employ team teaching techniques for a total of two units. 

11 LITERACY LAB TEAM 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 11  

Full Year – 1 Unit   

Reading, writing, vocabulary, and study skills taught in this class will help students to be successful in 11 
Language and Literature Team and 11 Government/Financial Literacy Team classes. Time will be allotted 
for students to engage in independent reading on a daily basis. Students must be concurrently registered for 
the 10 Team program. Students must be concurrently enrolled in the 11 Team program. 

11 ENGLISH 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grade 11 Recommended: 

Full Year 10 Language and Literature 

This course focuses on world literature as the subject matter for further developing all language skills. 
Students read and discuss works by world authors to develop a greater understanding of world culture as 
revealed through literature. Students write expository essays and explore creative and personal writings in 
this course. Students will also complete a college essay. Vocabulary study and opportunities for short 
research assignments are also included. 
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11 ENGLISH/IB ENGLISH A: LITERATURE HL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11 Recommended: 

Full Year 10 Language and Literature 

Students will read a wide variety of world literature and engage in detailed study of these texts, as well as 
the cultures and contexts out of which they emerge. They will develop and apply critical-thinking skills and 
analyze the literature through both oral presentations and written responses. Through their study of texts 
from around the world, students will gain an understanding of other cultures, as well as their own, and an 
appreciation for the shared nature of the human experience. The course will guide students to express ideas 
with clarity, precision and fluency; to structure arguments, both orally and in writing in a logical, sustained 
and persuasive way; and to support their arguments with precise and relevant examples. Texts will be 
examined with the thematic link of power in its many manifestations and its effect on those who wield it 
and those who are victims of it. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High 
School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 

12 ENGLISH LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 12  

Full Year   

This course is an extension of 11 English Life. This course focuses on the development of basic reading, 
written language and communication skills based upon the Ohio Extended Standards. These skills include 
phonemic awareness and decoding strategies; reading comprehension; literal and inferential thinking; oral 
communication; writing conventions, grammar and syntax. 

12 ENGLISH 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 11 English Core 

12 English is for students whose reading, writing and communication skills need reinforcement.  
Curriculum consists of the study of contemporary literature and its connection to real world situations.  
Writing and technology skills are emphasized through extensive use of the computer lab.  The writing 
process includes a thesis-driven career research paper, reflective essays and the college essay.  A strong 
career exploration and preparation component includes writing cover letters and resumes, participating in 
mock interviews, and interacting with guest speakers from business and higher education. 

ANATOMY OF WRITING 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 11 English 

Anatomy of Writing students learn how to write the major types of composition that will be needed for 
college writing: narrative, descriptive, expository, argumentative and critical. Students write daily in a 
computer lab. They also learn mechanics and rules of English usage, methods of organization, and stylistic 
improvement through correction and revision. Second semester involves instruction in research techniques 
which culminates in a term paper. Proficiency in keyboarding is essential for this course.  Students must 
have a strong work ethic and an ability to work independently to meet deadlines. 

LITERATURE AND HUMAN EXPRESSION 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 11 English 

Literature and Human Expression is a course designed to expose students to a variety of artistic media, 
including visual arts, music, dance, theater and cinema and to connect it to a study of literature. Students 
will read novels, plays and poetry related to art as well as produce sketch journals, short fiction, literature 
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relationship writing and other writing to reflect their learning and understanding of both literature and art. 
Students will present literature that connects to art and their own lives. 

12 AP ENGLISH COMPOSITION 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 11 English 

As an option for students wishing to take 12th-grade AP English, this course is focused on writing and 
preparation for the AP Exam in English Language & Composition, an alternative to the exam following the 
AP literature course. Students experience sophisticated writing through studying examples in the major 
modes of writing—narration, description, exposition, argumentation—by ancient and modern writers; they 
develop sophisticated skills by writing exercises, short pieces, full-length essays and a research paper. 
Analysis of written passages for style, syntax, structure, tone, diction and other techniques prepares 
students for the AP exam. All students enrolled in this course are required to take the AP English Language 
and Composition exam. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

12 AP ENGLISH LITERATURE 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 11 English 

The AP English Literature and Composition Course is designed to comply with the curricular requirements 
described in the AP English Course Description of the College Board. The course parallels the academic 
experience of a college-level literature course, emphasizing sophisticated literary analysis of masterpieces 
of American and World literature in a number of genres, from novels to short fiction and poetry, essays, 
and others. The course revolves around student-led discussions of literature, but it has a writing and 
research component as well. Through the analysis of the literary texts, students explore the ideas of others 
and the worlds beyond their own, enabling them to develop understanding of and empathy for other 
genders, ethnicities, generations, nationalities, religions, and cultures and to appreciate differences in 
expression, perspective, and through across cultural, political, and linguistic borders. They will enhance 
their awareness of authorial choices in structure, style, and audience and of connotation, figurative 
language, sound devices, imagery, symbolism, and other elements that help the author convey themes to the 
reader. The goals for the course include enhancing a student’s love of reading, discussing, and writing 
about literature; preparing students for the AP English Literature and Composition exam given by the 
College Board in May; and enabling students to enjoy and succeed in college literature and writing courses. 
To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take 
the AP English Literature Exam in May.  

 

IB A-1 ENGLISH HL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year English A: Literature HL 

The IB Language A-1 Literature HL involves one semester of a detailed study of works from three genres 
(non-fiction, drama, and poetry) and a second semester focusing, through not exclusively, on the genre of 
drama. The students engage in the formal analysis of texts and cover a wide variety of literature – both in 
the language of the subject and in translated texts from other cultures; this analysis includes a study of the 
way literary conventions shape responses to texts. Students completing this course have a thorough 
knowledge of a range of texts and an understanding of other cultural perspectives. They develop skills of 
literary analysis and the ability to support an argument in clearly expressed writing, sometimes at 
significant length. This course enables students to succeed in a wide range of university courses, 
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particularly in literature but also in subjects such as philosophy, law and language. Texts are chosen from a 
comprehensive list of works in English and in translation from a variety of languages. The aims of the 
course are to encourage a personal appreciation of literature and an understanding of the techniques 
involved in literary criticism; to develop the students’ powers of expression, both in oral and written 
communication; to provide the opportunity to practice and develop writing and speaking skills, in student-
led class discussions, oral commentaries and other situations; to expose students to a range of literary works 
of different periods, genres, styles and contexts and broaden the student’ perspective of other cultures and 
languages; to develop the ability to engage in close, detailed analysis of written texts, and to promote in 
students an enjoyment of, and lifelong interest in, literature. At the end of semester one, students will take 
an IB assessment in the form of a recorded oral commentary and at the end of semester two, they will take 
a second IB assessment in the form of two written papers – the first a close reading of a poem or prose 
passage, and the second, an in-depth discussion of drama. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on 
a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External 
Assessments. 

COLLEGE COMPOSITION I 1 UNIT 
COLLEGE COMPOSITION II  1 UNIT 

Advanced Grade 12 Required: 
2 Semesters Meet the established standards for admission  
                                                                    and for course placement of the college/university 

College Composition I & II focus on the writing process and on the composition of expository writing 
assignments, including personal, informational, and critical essays.  Students will read and analyze 
expository and imaginative texts (fiction, nonfiction, poetry).  Each semester reviews the principles of 
writing effective sentences and paragraphs as students analyze argumentative strategies, models, and texts, 
and students will also engage in the research process. Upon completing course requirements, qualifying 
students will receive 1 high school unit per semester, and 3 college credit hours per semester from 
Cuyahoga Community College, through College Credit Plus. 

 

Semester Electives 

INTRO TO CREATIVE WRITING 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I 10 Language and Literature 

This is a survey course that is introductory in nature and gives students an opportunity to write in a variety 
of areas including vignettes, fairy tales, short stories, poetry and children’s books. Students will be 
expected to: 1) write daily, 2) maintain a writer’s notebook, 3) revise/edit their writing, 4) participate in 
group sharing and critiquing, and 5) submit completed works for publication through contests and to 
Semanteme. A portfolio is the final assessment that highlights the student’s growth as a writer, contains 
final drafts and includes thoughtful self-reflection.  

FILM AS ART 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II 10 Language and Literature 

This course will explore films and, in some instances, television as a visual text so that students may gain a 
better critical understanding of what they see. Students will study the history of filmmaking, its methods 
and techniques, and be required to participate in class discussion, work in small groups, create and deliver 
presentations, demonstrate proficiency using industry standard film vocabulary, and write in-depth 
analyses. Projects include the creation of storyboards, film trailers and 10-minute screenplays. The course 
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includes guest artists working in the film industry and a visit to the Cleveland International Film Festival. 
Additional writing is required for Honors level credit. (This course may be taken for Language and 
Literature or Theatre Arts credit.) 

POETRY WRITING  1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II 10 Language and Literature 

This course will be offered in even numbered graduation years. Students will examine the works of many 
great poets to learn techniques involved in crafting fine poetry. Students will experiment with writing 
poetry, using rhyme and meter in a sonnet and poem styles like concrete and free verse. Students should be 
prepared to write daily, participate in group sharing and critiquing, research different poets, read examples 
of poetic forms, prepare for performance poetry events, self-publish chapbooks and/or zines, and submit 
completed pieces for publication through contests, Semanteme. A poetry portfolio is the final assessment 
for the semester.  

FICTION WRITING 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II 10 Language and Literature 

This course will be offered in odd numbered graduation years. Students will spend the majority of the 
semester writing the well-crafted short story, but will also be encouraged to develop ideas that might lend 
themselves to a novella or full-length novel. Reading examples of and examining the techniques of well-
known short story writers are course requirements. Students should be prepared to write daily, participate in 
group sharing and critiquing, and submit completed works for publication through contests and Semanteme. 
A fiction portfolio is the final assessment for the semester in which students revise the main projects to 
final/best drafts; time constraints will be considered. 

DRAMATIC LITERATURE AND WRITING 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Theatre I & II or Permission of Dept. Head 

Students learn the step-by-step process of putting together a script by reading plays, by reading specific 
scenes in class from published plays, and by writing various kinds of scenes themselves. Final projects for 
the course will be the creation of one-act plays of ten to thirty minutes in length. Students electing Honors 
credit will be expected to complete additional assignments. Tenth graders wishing to take this course must 
obtain Department Head permission. (This course may be taken for one year of Senior English or Theatre 
credit.) 

SOCIAL ISSUES IN CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE 1/2 UNIT or 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II or Full Year 10 Language and Literature 

This semester elective will expose students to fiction and nonfiction concerning current social issues su as 
xenophobia, immigration, racism, gender roles, homophobia, homelessness and violence. Students will be 
required to read several books and selected shorter sources, participate in class discussions, evaluate each 
author’s bias and point of view, and engage in extensive research for written reports and class 
presentations. Students electing this course for Honor’s level credit will be expected to complete additional 
readings and assignments.  
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Enrichment Electives 

ASIAN STUDIES  1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12  

Full Year Wednesdays, 7 - 9:30 p.m.  

This is a team-taught Wednesday evening course for students from Shaker Heights and Beachwood 
schools. This course offers an opportunity for students to expand their global understanding through the 
history and culture of China, Japan or India. The course includes six visits to the Cleveland Museum of Art 
(during class time) as well as guest speakers and performers in addition to lectures, discussions and 
activities. Students are required to complete weekly homework assignments, in-class work and quarterly 
projects. Travel to China, Japan or India and hosting students from these countries are available to students 
who take the class. This course satisfies the Senior Social Studies Elective requirement or can be used for 
Language and Literature Elective credit. (Projected Schedule - India 2018-2019; China 2019-2020) 

JOURNALISM I 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 9/10/11/12  

Semester I 

This course presents journalistic principles and skills necessary to produce quality multimedia publications. 
The course addresses news values, journalism ethics, press law, interviewing techniques, copy editing and 
writing news and basic feature stories, as well as basic audio and visual storytelling skills. Student work is 
published in The Shakerite and at Shakerite.com. This course is designed for students who possess strong 
writing and time-management skills. Students electing the Honors option will report, write and edit a 
quarterly investigation in addition to regular class assignments. 

JOURNALISM II 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II Journalism I 

This course satisfies a portion of the Practical Arts Requirement. This course concentrates on information 
design for multimedia publications. It emphasizes Adobe InDesign and Photoshop skills for newspaper 
pages and graphics, as well as elementary news website design. The course also covers reporting, writing 
and editing complex feature stories and commentary as well as advanced multimedia storytelling skills. 
Student work is published in The Shakerite and at Shakerite.com. This course does not satisfy senior 
English requirements. Students electing the honors option will complete an additional quarterly project. 
(This course does not satisfy NCAA eligibility requirements.) 

NEWS PRODUCTION 1 UNIT 
EDITORS & MANAGERS Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Honors  Journalism I and/or II 
Full Year Permission of Faculty Advisor 

This intensive course, through the production of the student newspaper, The Shakerite, and its companion 
news site Shakerite.com, applies and develops skills acquired through previous journalism training. Editors 
and managers will be responsible for all production and business aspects of the publications. To enroll, 
students must apply and be selected for an editorial position. (This course does not satisfy NCAA eligibility 
requirements.)  
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SHAKERITE 1/2 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Period 10/11 Journalism I and/or II 
 and Permission of Faculty Advisor 

This course, through the production of the student newspaper, The Shakerite, applies skills acquired 
through previous journalism training. Reporters will gather news and write and revise articles covering all 
facets of the Shaker Heights High School community, refining their understanding of journalistic methods 
and style. Photographers and artists will contribute monthly to the paper’s visual appeal. Editors and 
managers will be responsible for all production and business aspects of The Shakerite. (This course does 
not satisfy NCAA eligibility requirements.) 

WRITING CENTER 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 11 Honors or ADV/IB Language & Literature 
 & recommendation from 11th grade English teacher   

The participants in this course will be trained in writing process theory, revision strategies, various genres 
of writing, MLA documentation, different styles of learning, and effective tutoring methods. They will 
enhance their own writing, listening, speaking, assessment, and collaboration skills by assisting other 
students in the Writing Center in one-on-one tutoring sessions, writing about and reflecting on their 
experiences, planning and presenting writing-centered lessons and assisting teachers on a range of writing 
activities for different classes.  Students must not only be proficient writers, but should genuinely enjoy 
writing and have a strong work ethic. They must also possess strong social and interpersonal skills, as they 
will work with student writers on a daily basis.  
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MATHEMATICS 
 

Philosophy 
 
The mathematics program should ensure that all students have an opportunity to become mathematically 
literate, are capable of extending their learning, have an equal opportunity to learn, and become informed 
citizens capable of understanding issues in a technological society. Knowledge of mathematics is an 
essential element in the development of the whole person. 
 
All students should be provided access to the full range of mathematical topics. Knowledge of patterns, 
relations, and functions; of geometry and measurement; of probability and statistics; and of increasingly 
important topics in discrete mathematics is a necessary foundation for all students. Because students' 
interests, goals and achievements change as they mature and advance through high school, the mathematics 
program should be designed to keep options open. While recognizing that individuals have different career 
objectives, and may well pursue careers as yet undefined, we further recognize that all students have the 
right to learn significant mathematics and to develop power over mathematical ideas. 
 
The goals of the mathematics program are that all students: 

 learn to value mathematics; 
 become confident in their ability to do mathematics; 
 become mathematical problem-solvers; 
 learn to communicate mathematically; 
 learn to reason mathematically; and 
 learn to use technology as a tool to solve problems. 

Hand-held graphing calculators are playing an integral part in the learning and comprehension of mathematics. It 
is the Mathematics Department’s policy that all students are required to have their own graphing calculator, 
which is needed for classwork and homework assignments. Thus, it is necessary for students to purchase a 
graphing calculator. Special arrangements may be available to students who are unable to purchase one. 
 
 

PROGRAM PLANNING SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDENTS ENTERING 9TH GRADE 

Students completing ALGEBRA I with a grade of A should consider the following four-year program 
for high school mathematics: 

  AP Sequence IB Sequence 
 Grade   9:  9 HONORS MATH H ! 9 HONORS MATH H ! 
 Grade 10: 10 HONORS MATH H ! 10 HONORS MATH H ! 
 Grade 11:  11 ADVANCED MATH D ! MATHEMATICS IB 1 HL ! 

 Grade 12:  BC CALCULUS AP !and/or  MATHEMATICS IB 2 HL ! and 
   STATISTICS AP ! MATHEMATICS IB 3 HL ! 
 
Students completing ALGEBRA I with a grade of B should consider the following four-year program 
for high school mathematics: 

  AP Sequence IB Sequence 
 Grade   9:  GEOMETRY H ! GEOMETRY H ! 
 Grade 10:  ALGEBRA II H ! ALGEBRA II H ! 
 Grade 11:  PRECALCULUS H ! MATHEMATICS IB 1 SL ! 
 Grade 12:  AB CALCULUS AP ! and/or MATHEMATICS IB 2 SL ! 
   STATISTICS AP !  
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Students completing ALGEBRA I with a grade of C, D or F; or 8 MATH with a grade of A should 
consider the following four-year program for high school mathematics: 
 
 Grade   9: ALGEBRA I H ! (generally intended for students with standardized mathematics  
  test scores in the 7th, 8th or 9th national stanines) 
 Grade 10: GEOMETRY H ! 
 Grade 11: ALGEBRA II H ! 
 Grade 12: PRECALCULUS H and/or STATISTICS AP ! 
 
Students completing GRADE 8 MATH with a grade of B, C, D or F should consider the following four-
year program for high school mathematics: 
 
 Grade   9: ALGEBRA I ! (generally intended for students with standardized mathematics  
  test scores at or below the 6th national stanine) 
 Grade 10: GEOMETRY ! 
 Grade 11: ALGEBRA II ! 
 Grade 12: PRECALCULUS or STATISTICS or FINANCIAL ALGEBRA ! 
 
(! A graphing calculator is required for all courses.) 
 
 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDENTS EARNING LESS THAN C GRADES IN MATH  
 
Students who are earning less than C grades during the first semester of a full-year mathematics course should 
schedule conferences with their teachers and school counselor to discuss options. Students earning grades less than 
C during the second semester of a full-year mathematics course should plan to exercise one of the following 
options before attempting the next sequential mathematics course: 
 

a) Repeat the course on a remedial basis in summer school or through online/blended instruction at 
the student’s expense. 

b) Repeat the course on a private tutoring basis at the student’s expense. 
 
 
 
SUGGESTIONS FOR STUDENTS PLANNING TO ATTEND COLLEGE 
 
Students planning to attend college for a liberal arts education (English, History, Music, Art, etc.) should complete 
four years of mathematics in high school including at least ALGEBRA I, GEOMETRY and ALGEBRA II. 
 
Students planning to attend college for a science education (Mathematics, Economics, Medicine, Engineering, 
Physical or Social Science, etc.) should complete four years of mathematics in high school including at least 
ALGEBRA I, GEOMETRY, ALGEBRA II and PRECALCULUS. 
 
 
 
GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS WHO FAIL FIRST SEMESTER OF A MATH COURSE 
 
A student who fails the first semester of a course listed below may be enrolled in the indicated course for the 
second semester for the purpose of earning one credit. 
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 SEMESTER I COURSE FAILURE INDICATED COURSE FOR 1 UNIT OF CREDIT 

 BC CALCULUS INTRO TO CALCULUS or AB CALCULUS 
 AB CALCULUS INTRO TO CALCULUS 
 11 ADVANCED MATH PRECALCULUS H 
 PRECALCULUS  H PRECALCULUS 
 10 HONORS MATH ALGEBRA II H 
 ALGEBRA II H ALGEBRA II 
 ALGEBRA II ALGEBRA II 
 9 HONORS MATH H GEOMETRY H 
 GEOMETRY H GEOMETRY 
 GEOMETRY GEOMETRY 
 ALGEBRA I H ALGEBRA I 
 ALGEBRA I ALGEBRA I 
 

 
CALCULATORS 

Lost or stolen calculators are replaced at the expense of the student. 
 

GRAPHING CALCULATORS 

For all math courses students are required to purchase a graphing calculator.  
 
The Shaker Heights High School Math Department is experienced in the use of Texas Instruments graphing 
calculators and uses Texas Instruments calculators for classroom demonstrations. We recommend that students 
purchase a TI-84 Plus, unless the student plans on taking AP Calculus AB or BC his/her senior year, in which 
case we recommend a TI-89 Titanium graphing calculator. Do NOT purchase TI-81, TI-82, TI-85 or TI-86 
calculators because they are obsolete. Do NOT purchase a TI-92, which is not permitted on standardized tests. 

 

9 LIFE MATH 1 UNIT 
 Grade 9  

Full Year   

This course focuses on the development of basic numeracy and problem-solving skills based upon the Ohio 
Extended Standards. Calculator is provided. 

9 HONORS MATH 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 9 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra 1   

9 Honors Math is intended for students who completed Algebra 1 in middle school with an A or B. Unit 
Topics: Congruence, Proof, and Constructions; Similarity, Proof and Trigonometry; Extending to Three 
Dimensions; Connecting Algebra and Geometry through Coordinates; Circles with and without 
Coordinates; Applications of Probability; and Foundations of Intermediate Algebra. A graphing calculator 
is required. A TI-89 Titanium graphing calculator is recommended for students who plan on taking AP 
Calculus AB or BC as seniors. Otherwise, a TI-84 Plus is acceptable. 
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ALGEBRA I 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 9/10/11/12  

Full Year   

Algebra I is intended for students in grade 9 who completed Math 8 in middle school. Unit Topics: Equation 
Solving, Graphing Functions, Polynomial and Quadratic Expressions, Linear Functions, Exponential 
Functions, and Descriptive Statistics. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus is recommended.  

GEOMETRY 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra I 

Geometry is intended for students who completed Algebra I in middle school. Unit Topics: Basics of 
Geometry, Segments and Angles, Parallel and Perpendicular Lines, Triangle Relationships, Transformations, 
Congruent Triangles, Quadrilaterals, Similarity, Polygons and Area, Surface Area and Volume, Right 
Triangles and Trigonometry, and Circles. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus is recommended.  

10 LIFE MATH 1 UNIT 
General Grade 10  

Full Year   

This course is an extension of 9 Life Math. This course focuses on the development of basic numeracy and 
problem-solving skills based upon the Ohio Extended Standards. Calculator is provided. 

10 HONORS MATH 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year 9 Honors Math 

10 Honors Math is intended for students in grade 10 who completed 9 Honors Math with an A, B or C. 
Topics: Linear, quadratic, polynomial, rational, exponential, and logarithmic functions, quadratic relations, 
conics, sequences, series, probability, functions, limits, curve sketching, max/min problems and other 
topics as time permits. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-89 Titanium calculator is recommended.  

ALGEBRA II 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Geometry & Algebra I 

Algebra II is intended for students who completed both Geometry with an A, B or C and Algebra I with an A, B 
or C. Unit Topics: Quadratic Functions, Polynomials and Polynomial Functions, Rational Exponents and Radical 
Functions, Exponential and Logarithmic Functions, Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, Rational Functions, 
Probability, Data Analysis and Statistics. A graphing calculator is required.  A TI-84 Plus is recommended. 

ALGEBRA II 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11 Recommended: 

Full Year Geometry Honors 

Algebra II H is intended for students who completed Geometry Honors with an A, B or C. In addition, 
students who completed both Algebra I with an A and Geometry with an A should attempt Algebra II 
Honors. Unit Topics: Quadratic Functions, Polynomials and Polynomial Functions, Rational Exponents and 
Radical Functions, Exponential and Logarithmic Functions, Sequences and Series, Trigonometry, Rational 
Functions, Probability, Data Analysis and Statistics. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-89 Titanium 



 
 

| Shaker Heights High School | 
 

 

 
 

110 

calculator is recommended for students who plan on taking AP Calculus AB as seniors. A TI-84 Plus is 
recommended for future AP Statistics or IB Diploma Program students. 

MATHEMATICS I and II SL 2 UNITS  
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra II Honors or 10 Honors Math 

Mathematics SL I and II offer a two-year experience for 11th and 12th graders. The courses will have an 
emphasis on students appreciating mathematics as a body of knowledge that has important applications across 
various disciplines and in an international context. Topics: (Math SL I) algebra, functions and equations, 
circular functions and trigonometry, (Math SL II) vectors, statistics and probability, and calculus.  

During these two years, the students will be required to complete an internal assessment and an  
external assessment (the IB Math SL examination) taken in May of the senior year. The internal assessment 
is 20% and the external assessment is 80% of a student’s IB score. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-
84 Plus is recommended. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must complete IB Internal and External Assessments. 

MATHEMATICS 1 HL/11 ADVANCED MATH 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11 Recommended: 

Full Year 10 Honors Math  

Mathematics 1 HL/11 Advanced Math is intended for students who completed 10 Honors Math with an A or 
B. Topics: Circular functions, trigonometric functions, vectors, polar coordinates, complex numbers, infinite 
series, formal limits, continuity, derivatives, antiderivatives and differential calculus. A graphing calculator is 
required. A TI-89 Titanium calculator is recommended. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete IB Internal and External Assessments. 

11 LIFE MATH 1 UNIT 
General Grade 11  

Full Year   

This course is an extension of 10 Life Math. This course focuses on the development of basic numeracy 
and problem-solving skills based upon the Ohio Extended Standards. Calculator is provided. 

PRECALCULUS 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra II 

Precalculus is intended for students who completed Algebra II with an A, B or C. Topics: Functions, 
inverses, circular and trigonometric functions, sequences, series, probability and conics. A graphing 
calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus is recommended. 

PRECALCULUS 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra II Honors 

Precalculus H is intended for students who completed Algebra II Honors with an A, B or C. Topics: Circular 
functions, trigonometric functions, complex numbers, vectors, sequences, series, exponential and logarithmic 
functions, limits, continuity and derivatives. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus is recommended, 
except for juniors who will be taking AB Calculus next year. In that case a TI-89 is recommended. 
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12 LIFE MATH 1 UNIT 
General Grade 12  

Full Year   

This course is an extension of 11 Life Math. This course focuses on the development of basic numeracy 
and problem-solving skills based upon the Ohio Extended Standards. Calculator is provided. 

FINANCIAL ALGEBRA 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra II   

Financial Algebra is intended for students who are not planning to study calculus in college or at a 
university. It empowers students to think analytically about the important financial decisions that they will 
have to make in life. Financial Algebra connects the mathematics of piecewise functions, regression, limits, 
exponential functions, linear/quadratic systems, and more to financial decisions that one has to make in 
daily life. Unit Topics: The Stock Market, Modeling a Business, Banking Services, Consumer Credit, 
Automobile Ownership, Employment Basics, Income Taxes, Independent Living, Planning for Retirement, 
and Prepare a Budget. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus is recommended. 

COLLEGE ALGEBRA (Sem. I) 1 UNIT 
COLLEGE TRIGONOMETRY (Sem. II) 1 UNIT 

Advanced Grade 12 Required: 
2 Semesters Meet the established standards for admission 
 and course placement of the college/university 

Designed for the calculus-bound student or a student planning to continue the study of mathematics in college, 
these courses present a study of advanced algebra topics and analytic geometry, along with an exploration of 
various functions, including polynomial, rational, exponential, logarithmic and trigonometric models. Polar and 
parametric equations, mathematical induction, and the binomial theorem will be studied as well. These topics 
will be explored using modern technology and graphical analysis along with the more traditional approaches. 
Upon completing course requirements, qualifying students will earn 1 high school unit per semester, and 3 hours 
of college credit per semester from Cuyahoga Community College, through College Credit Plus.  

MATHEMATICS 2 HL/ AP BC CALCULUS 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full year Mathematics HL 1 (or equivalent) or 11 Advanced Math  

BC Calculus is intended for students who completed 11 Advanced Math with an A or B. The Advanced 
Placement Examination (Calculus BC) is a course requirement. Students are responsible for meeting 
registration deadlines and paying fees. A limited amount of financial aid is available. Topics: Differential 
calculus, integral calculus, sequences and series. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-89 Titanium 
calculator is recommended. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. To receive International Baccalaureate 
credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External 
Assessments. The AP BC Calculus exam is optional for IB students. 

MATHEMATICS 3 HL (concurrent enrollment) 2 UNITS 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Mathematics HL 1 (or equivalent) 

Mathematics HL 2 and HL 3 may be taken concurrently. When taken concurrently, students will be 
scheduled for two periods of math daily. One period will be for the IB topics that are not addressed in the 
BC Calculus course, and the other period will be for BC Calculus. Topics for BC Calculus: Differential 
calculus, integral calculus and series. Topics for HL: Vectors, probability and statistics, series and 
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differential equations. The IB internal assessments will also be completed in this course. The IB students 
will complete an Internal Assessment and an External Assessment (the IB Math HL examination) taken in 
May of the senior year. The Internal Assessment is 20% and the External Assessment is 80% of a student’s 
IB score. A TI-84 graphing calculator is required. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete IB Internal and External Assessments. 
The AP BC Calculus exam is optional for IB students. 

AP AB CALCULUS 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Precalculus Honors 

AB Calculus AP is intended for students who completed Precalculus Honors with an A or B or 11 
Advanced Math with a C. The Advanced Placement Examination (Calculus AB) is a course requirement. 
Students are responsible for meeting registration deadlines and paying fees. A limited amount of financial 
aid is available. Topics: Functions, limits, differential calculus and integral calculus. A graphing calculator 
is required. A TI-89 Titanium calculator is recommended. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

INTRODUCTION TO CALCULUS 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Precalculus  

Introduction to Calculus is intended for students who completed Precalculus with an A, B or C. 
Introduction to Calculus is not intended to prepare students for the Advanced Placement Examination. 
Topics: Functions, limits, and an inductive treatment of differential and integral calculus. A graphing 
calculator is required. A TI-89 Titanium is recommended. 

STATISTICS 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra II Core or Honors,  
 or Precalculus Core or Honors 

Statistics is intended for students who are not planning to study calculus in college or at a university. 
Topics: Interpreting categorical and quantitative data, making inferences and justifying conclusions, 
conditional probability and the rules of probability, and using probability to make decisions. A graphing 
calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus is recommended. 

AP STATISTICS 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra II Honors, 10 Honors Math 
 or Precalculus Honors 

AP Statistics is intended for students in grades 11 or 12 who completed 10 Honors Math with an A or B 
and Precalculus Honors or Algebra II Honors with an A. Eleventh graders who elect to take Statistics 
should be enrolled in 11 Advanced Math or Precalculus Honors. The Advanced Placement Statistics 
Examination is a course requirement. Students are responsible for meeting registration deadlines and 
paying fees. A limited amount of financial aid is available. Topics: Data analysis using graphical and 
numerical techniques, designing samples and experiments, probability and simulation, and statistical 
inference. A graphing calculator is required. A TI-84 Plus graphing calculator is recommended. To receive 
Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the 
Advanced Placement Exam. 
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MUSIC 
 

Philosophy 
 

Through music and the arts, people explore the emotional nature of human life. By learning to perceive 
music with more sophistication, people respond more deeply to the human emotion that gives life meaning. 
 
In performing ensembles, students create high quality performances of music in many styles. As they 
become discriminating performers and listeners, the students respond to music's expressive power. 
 
 

Departmental Activities 
 

Superior performance is a hallmark of the performing arts in the Shaker Heights schools. The District has 
been recognized as a “Best Community for Music Education” by the NAMM Foundation and as a Grammy 
Signature School by the National Academy of Recording Arts and Sciences Foundation for its outstanding 
music program. Shaker Heights High School provides rich opportunities for aesthetic development through 
music. Over 600 students (nearly 40% of the high school population) are enrolled in the choirs, orchestras 
and bands.  
 
In addition to an active school and community performance, concert and competition schedule, our musical 
ensembles have made numerous concert tours to Germany, Austria, England, France, Belgium, Hungary, 
the Netherlands, the Czech Republic, Italy, Spain, Gibraltar, Turkey and China. Performing opportunities in 
the band program include the Raider Marching Band, the Raiderette squad, the Concert Bands, Symphonic 
Band, Wind Ensemble, Jazz Band, Jazz Combo and Jazz Ensemble. String players perform in the Shaker 
String Orchestra or Chamber Orchestra. Shaker singers participate in A Cappella Choir, Soprano/Alto 
Choir, Tenor/Bass Choir, Chanticleers and Vocal Ensemble. 
 

Auditions for Shaker Choirs and Orchestras will be held in February and March. 

A CAPPELLA CHOIR 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition  

In this highly select choir, musical growth is pursued through choral literature in a wide range of styles. 
This objective of A Capella Choir is to develop solid vocal technique, musical listening skills, and to 
provide students with an appreciation for the art of vocal music. Membership is by audition in 
January/February. Successful participation in Choir requires attendance and participation in all its 
activities, including daily rehearsals and evening concerts. This choir is for soprano/alto voices only. 

SOPRANO/ALTO CHOIR 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition and/or Permission  
 of the Director of Choirs 

Students who want to develop solid vocal technique, basic musicianship skills, tone production, voice 
placement and pitch, and rhythm literacy will find enjoyment and challenge in this choir. Enrollment is 
open to all students after completing an audition. Ninth graders participate upon recommendation from the 
Middle School choir director. Successful participation in Choir requires attendance and participation in all 
its activities including daily rehearsals and evening concerts. This choir is for soprano/alto voices only. 
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TENOR/BASS CHOIR 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition and/or Permission of the Director of Choirs 

Students who want to develop solid vocal technique, basic musicianship skills, tone production, voice 
placement and pitch, and rhythm literacy will find enjoyment and challenge in this choir. Enrollment is 
open to all students after completing an audition. Ninth graders participate upon recommendation from the 
Middle School choir director. Successful participation in Choir requires attendance and participation in all 
its activities including daily rehearsals and evening concerts. This choir is for tenor/bass voices only. 

VOCAL ENSEMBLE 1/2 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition 

Vocal Ensemble is a select group of vocal musicians.  Advanced musical performance techniques including 
a cappella close harmony singing will be rehearsed. The group meets after school (during 11th period) for a 
minimum of 90 minutes per week. Members are selected by audition and must also be enrolled in A 
Cappella, Soprano/Alto or Tenor/Bass Choirs. This group performs with soprano, alto, tenor and bass 
voices. Grades for this ensemble are listed on transcripts, but are not included in the computation of grade 
point averages. 

CHANTICLEERS 1/2 UNIT 
Honors Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition  

Chanticleers is a highly select choir whose members are chosen on the basis of musicianship, vocal quality, 
dance skills and a desire to achieve high performance standards. The choir performs music from all periods, with 
special emphasis being placed on highly customized show choir arrangements. They perform at all school 
concerts, as well as festivals, contests and other special events. Chanticleers meets after school and at least one 
weeknight. Grades for this ensemble are listed on students’ transcripts, but are not included in the computation of 
grade point averages. Singer-dancers must be enrolled in Choir to participate. Membership is by audition in May. 

BAND 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition and/or Permission of the Director of Bands 

The band program is a full-year course beginning with the Marching Band. Marching season starts one 
week prior to the beginning of classes and concludes at the end of the varsity football season. After the 
marching season, students will be placed into one of five “concert”-type bands. Wind Ensemble and 
Symphonic Band membership will be determined by audition. Three concert bands will be equally drafted. 

Levels: All students initially enroll in Band. At the end of the marching band season, students may elect to 
take Band for Honors credit. Honors students must earn ten Honors credit points each semester by fulfilling 
additional requirements, described in “Honors Credit for Band,” available from the band directors. 

RAIDERETTES 0 UNITS 
Core Grade 9 Band Members or Recommended: 

Quarter I Grades 10/11/12 Audition in May of  
 Preceding school year 

Raiderettes perform with the marching band at football games and other selected events. Rehearsals begin 
in August. All practices and performances are required. 
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JAZZ ENSEMBLE 1/2 UNIT 
Honors Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition 

Jazz Ensemble performs the best of jazz literature. The group performs at local and regional contests and 
festivals and meets after school (during 11th period) for a minimum of 90 minutes per week. All wind, 
brass, and percussionplayers must be enrolled in Band class. Students who are not selected for Jazz 
Ensemble are eligible for Jazz Band. Instrumentation needs are for piano, guitar, bass, drums, trumpet, 
trombone, alto, tenor and baritone saxophones. Grades for this ensemble are listed on transcripts, but are 
not included in the computation of grade point averages. Enrollment is permitted after fall auditions. 

JAZZ BAND 1/2 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II Audition 

The Jazz Band is for those students who are not members of the Jazz Ensemble, but enjoy performing and 
studying jazz. All wind players are eligible for this group as well as the standard jazz rhythm section of 
piano, guitar, bass guitar and drums. All wind, brass, and percussion players must be enrolled in Band 
class. This group meets after school for a minimum of ninety minutes per week and performs at local and 
regional festivals and school/community events. Grades for this ensemble are listed on students’ transcripts, 
but are not included in the computation of grade point averages. Enrollment is open to Band students after 
the completion of Marching Band. 

JAZZ COMBO 1/2 UNIT 
Honors Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Permission by the Director of Bands  
 and membership in Jazz Ensemble 

The Jazz Combo is a very select group of members of the Jazz Ensemble. Advanced aspects of Jazz 
performance, improvisation and history will be discussed and rehearsed in detail. Rehearsals are held 
before and/or after school (during 11th period) 3-5 days per week. The group typically performs 8-12 times 
per year at festivals, competitions and school/community events. Grades for this ensemble are listed on 
students’ transcripts, but are not included in the computation of grade point averages. Enrollment is 
permitted after fall auditions. 

STRING ORCHESTRA 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Permission by the Director of Orchestras 

In String Orchestra, violin, viola, cello and bass players refine their playing technique and perform 
intermediate to advanced string orchestra repertoire. The String Orchestra performs in three concerts per year. 
In addition, String Orchestra students may be featured in local competitions, festivals and international tours. 
The prerequisite is previous involvement in the Shaker Orchestra program and/or department approval.  

CHAMBER ORCHESTRA 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Audition 

Chamber Orchestra consists of Shaker’s most experienced violin, viola, cello and string bass players. The 
Chamber Orchestra’s performances of complex literature at a high level are the result of many hours of 
strenuous individual and group practice. Like the String Orchestra, the Chamber Orchestra performs in at 
least three concerts per year and participates in international concert tours. Admission to Chamber 
Orchestra is determined by an audition in the spring semester of the previous school year. 
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MUSIC COMPOSITION & TECHNOLOGY 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Department Approval 

 This course offers students an opportunity to learn music theory, composition and arranging. This 
includes the mastery of modes, scales, intervals, melodic writing and harmonization. Also incorporated are 
sight singing and melodic dictation. The students will learn how to use computer programs in the areas of 
music writing, theory, arranging and sequencing. This course is highly recommended for prospective music 
majors. Prior music experience and departmental approval are required. 

AP MUSIC THEORY  1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Read and write musical notation, 
 familiarity with key signatures and scales, 
 basic performance skill on instrument or voice 

Advanced Placement Music Theory is equivalent to a first year college course in music theory. The class 
develops the student’s ability to recognize, understand, perform, analyze and describe the theoretical 
aspects of music. The course includes theory, harmony and dictation, and analysis of the structure of music. 
Melodic and harmonic dictation, sight-singing, listening skills and composition within given parameters are 
important aspects of the course. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

IB MUSIC SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Basic understanding of music notation 
 and music theory 

The class is designed to help students explore the structure and history of music, its global applications, 
performance, and composition. Students will study meter, melody, harmony, medium, form, style and 
context of music globally. The class will include the IB Music prescribed work and prepare and guide 
students for the required IB assessments: the Listening Paper, the Musical Investigation and their choice of 
creating, or solo or group performance. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights 
High School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal and External Assessments. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION AND HEALTH 
 

Philosophy 
 
The philosophy of the Physical Education Department at Shaker Heights High School is to place an 
emphasis on the physical, emotional and social development of the student. Physical activity is the vehicle 
that will be used to create an atmosphere for skill development, fitness and enjoyment. There are two major 
emphases for the high school program. The first emphasis is for students to become proficient in one or 
more activities that lead to achieving lifetime leisure activity participation. The second emphasis is for 
students to become proficient in and to participate in daily physical fitness exercises that lead to healthy 
exercise participation throughout their lives. 

Course Selection 

The Shaker Heights High School Physical Education program is composed of a co-educational curriculum 
offering courses in individual activities, team activities and physical fitness development. Consistent with 
the School District’s higher expectations, one credit (4 semesters) of physical education and one half credit 
(1 semester) of health education are required for graduation. 
 
The following plan is recommended for the completion of the physical education requirement for 
graduation: 
 

  9th grade 2 Semesters of Physical Education 

10th grade 1 Semester of Physical Education 
 1 Semester of Health Education 

11th grade 1 Semester of Physical Education 

PE Courses 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 1 1/4 UNIT Per Semester  
Core Grade 9 or 1st year PE student  

Semester I and/or II  

Physical Education is required of all ninth-grade students. This is a coordinated co-educational program 
offering courses in individual sports, team sports and physical fitness development. Students will be 
assessed in four areas, Materials, Performance, Knowledge and Sportsmanship in four units of activity to 
receive credit for one semester. Students are graded using a rubrics and earn points that will accumulate 
throughout the semester. Students attend physical education classes five days per week.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 2 1/4 UNIT Per Semester 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II Completed PE 1 

Upperclassmen MUST elect a minimum of two semesters of Physical Education. This course incorporates 
four instructional units each semester, all of which are elective, and more of a selection of lifetime and 
fitness activities. Students make their selections in their Physical Education classes during the first week of 
each semester.   

Students will be assessed in the areas of Materials, Performance, Knowledge and Sportsmanship during four 
units of activity to receive credit for one semester. Students are graded using a rubrics and earn points that will 
accumulate throughout the semester. Students attend physical education classes five days per week.  
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WEIGHT TRAINING  1/4 UNIT Per Semester 
     Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II 10th Grade Standing 

Weight Training is a semester class concentrating on building strength, speed, quickness, agility and 
explosive power. Instructors guide students to improve all areas of fitness and help create a personal work 
out program to follow once the course is over. This class is recommended for Shaker athletes and students 
who enjoy intense workouts. This is a great way to get personal training and your upper class PE credit.   

STRESS MANAGEMENT AND YOGA 1/4 UNIT Per Semester 
     Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II 10th Grade Standing 

A semester in Yoga/Stress Management will improve student’s ability to “de-stress”, while increasing their 
strength, flexibility and mindfulness. 

Yoga will include a plethora of balances, postures, vinyasas (routines), breathing techniques and 
meditation. Research continues to support and value the benefits of yoga and meditation for students of all 
ages. Stress management consists of practicing a variety of different stress relief techniques, such as: 
autogenic muscle relaxation, progressive muscle relaxation, visualization/mental imagery and journaling. 
These techniques, coupled with yoga, meditation and mindfulness, will encourage/enable students to live a 
healthier life, both physically and mentally. 

ZERO PERIOD COMPETITIVE BASKETBALL  1/4 UNIT Per Semester 
     Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II 10th Grade Standing 

Students in Competitive Basketball will get an enriched experience in a semester of basketball, including 
fundamental and strategic drills, along with tactical elements. The students will also be expected to 
complete a team project, and work to increase conditioning and strength for improved basketball play. 
Students will be responsible for team management, officiating, and record keeping. 

JUNIOR ENSEMBLE PE 1/4 UNIT Per Semester 
Core Grade 9 Recommended: 

Semester I or II Full Schedule 

Prospective Junior Ensemble students with full schedules without room to include Physical Education 9 
may enroll for Junior Ensemble PE as an elective. 

 
Health Courses 

HEALTH EDUCATION 1/2 UNIT 
Core Grade 10  

Semester I or II  

A semester experience in health science education will help students explore numerous issues around what 
it means to be a health conscious individual in today’s ever changing society. Understanding that good 
health is much more than being physically fit and free from disease, the class will study the interactive 
components of wellness and topics such as nutrition, character development, public speaking skills, job 
interview skills, self defense/street smarts, human sexuality and chemical abuse education. Diversified 
instruction, guest speakers, role playing, discussions, debates, audiovisual aids and challenging projects are 
learning strategies that are part of this exciting learning environment. 
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Interscholastic Athletic Participation 
Physical Education Independent Study for Credit Flexibility 

 
For Interscholastic Independent Study Program: 

Students participating on an in-season Shaker Interscholastic Athletic Team have the opportunity to 
receive one semester of Physical Education credit by enrolling in this independent study class. 

The student must complete a guided learning experience that requires pre-season essays, daily record 
keeping of participation and competition, coach’s evaluation, post-season essays and reflections that are 
related to the Physical Education curriculum and the Ohio Department of Education State Standards for 
Physical Education. Seniors are not permitted to participate in this program beyond the winter athletic 
season. All forms and information for this project are available through the High School page on 
shaker.org (see your School Counselor or PE Department for details). Please enroll within the time 
frames listed below, in the table which corresponds to your season.    

The eligible in-season Shaker interscholastic athletic teams and their corresponding season for participation 
in the program are listed next. 
Fall Season 
Boys’ Cross Country 
Girls’ Cross Country 
Field Hockey 
Football 
Boys’ Golf 
Girls’ Golf 
Boys’ Soccer 
Girls’ Soccer 
Girls’ Tennis 
Volleyball 

Winter Season 
Boys’ Basketball 
Girls’ Basketball 
Ice Hockey 
Swimming/Diving 
Wrestling 
Fencing 
Ice Skating 

Spring Season 
Baseball 
Boys’ Lacrosse 
Girls’ Lacrosse 
Girls’ Softball 
Boys’ Tennis 
Boys’ Track 
Girls’ Track 
Rugby 
Boys’ Crew 
Girls’ Crew
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Please review the table below for application availability and specific due dates for the forms and essays. 
All parts of the application and essays are to be submitted online to the class in which the student enrolled. 
 

Season Application Available 
Data Form and  
Pre-Season Essay Due Final Project Due 

Fall Season 1st Day of August 3rd Friday in August 1st Friday in November 
Winter Season Beginning of November 3rd Friday in November 1st Friday in March 
Spring Season Beginning of March 3rd Friday in March 3rd Friday in May 

 
 

OUTSIDE OF SCHOOL 
Physical Education Independent Study for Credit Flexibility 

If a student has a full academic course load, physical education credit may be applied for through the 
independent study program. The activity that is applied for must be one that is not offered in our physical 
education curriculum, not an outside-of-school sports team that is also offered through our interscholastic 
school athletic program, and not an activity for which the student is receiving financial compensation. The 
activity must have a professional sponsor guiding the project and helping in the final evaluation of the 
project. 

The student must complete an independent study class found on shaker.org through the High School page. 
See your School Counselor or the PE Department for more information. Registration for the Independent 
Studies class requires sponsor data information, pre-activity essays, record keeping of participation, 
sponsor evaluation and post activity essays and reflections that are related to the Physical Education 
curriculum and the Ohio Department of Education State Standards for Physical Education. 

Applicants must self-enroll in the Independent Studies class that can be found through the Shaker 
Heights High School Home Page starting in August. Please enroll within the time frames listed below 
in the table that correspond with the semester of your class. Once a student has enrolled please 
complete the listed assignments. The Department Chair of the Physical Education department will review 
the activity for approval. Freshmen are not permitted to participate in this program during the summer 
before they start high school. Seniors are not permitted to participate in this program beyond semester one 
of their senior year. Please also refer to the Independent Study guideline section of the Academic Planning 
Guide. 

Please review the table below for enrollment availability and see the Moodle class for specific due dates for 
the forms and essays. All parts of the forms and essays are to be submitted to the corresponding class.  
 

Semester Application Available 
Data Form and  
Pre-Season Essay Due Final Project Due 

Semester One Start of Semester 1 3rd Friday in September End of Semester 1 
Semester Two Start of Semester 2 1st Friday in February End of Semester 2 
Summer Beginning of May 2nd Friday in May Mid-September 
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SCIENCE 
 

Philosophy 
 
Recent studies have emphasized the need for all high school graduates to be scientifically literate. Our 
rapidly expanding scientific and technological base presents both solutions and problems for our present 
and future society. Therefore, all students are encouraged to enroll in a continuous sequence of science so 
they can function as responsible and knowledgeable citizens. Selections from all the scientific disciplines 
should be made. 
 
The laboratory is an integral part of all science instruction, serving as a place to practice the experimental 
method of science and obtain hands-on experience. Societal and technical issues are infused into each 
course through a wide variety of methods. 
 
Scientific literacy is an admirable goal for the student who is planning a high school education. 
Understanding the many scientific principles and ideas and applying them to real situations in our world is 
a useful practice for both the future scientist as well as those who seek careers outside the field of science. 
 

Course Selection 
 
Science uses mathematics as a tool to describe, explain and predict various principles. Science course 
selections should be compatible with mathematical skills. 
 
Students are required to earn three units of lab science for graduation, and to include at least one unit of 
biological sciences and one unit of physical sciences. If a student wishes to use science as one of the criteria 
for a Diploma with Honors, he/she must take four units of science. 
 
Some courses may require students to purchase goggles, laboratory manuals, or lab composition notebooks. 
 
With the exception of biology, students may select any particular sequence as long as the graduation 
requirement is completed.  
 
 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 9 Recommended: 

Full Year See Course Description 

This course focuses on the development of basic scientific literacy skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
standards.  These skills include systems of measurement; interpreting print text; science in the real world; 
using formulas; and problem solving. This course fulfills a laboratory requirement. 

PHYSICAL SCIENCE INTEGRATED 1 UNIT 
General Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year See Course Description 

This course is intended for the basic science student and is considered an introduction to physics and 
chemistry. Simple mathematical skills are used and applications of the physical sciences are made to our 
everyday world. This course is for students who received a D or F in eighth-grade science, and failed the 8th 
grade science assessment.  
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PHYSICAL SCIENCE 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 9/10 Recommended: 

Full Year Concurrent Geometry Core  
 or Algebra Core  

This course is designed for the college-bound student who desires a math-based foundation in the physical 
sciences. One semester will be devoted to chemistry topics and one semester to physics topics.  

PHYSICAL SCIENCE  1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 9/10 Recommended: 

Full Year Concurrent enrollment in either 
 Geometry Honors or 9 Honors Math 

This course is designed for the Honors level student with excellent mathematical skills. Students should 
expect a more rigorous use of the quantitative approach, application of problem solving abilities, and 
enriched laboratory experiences. 

BIOLOGY LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grade 10 

Full Year   

This course focuses on the development of basic scientific literacy skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
standards. These skills include systems of measurement; interpreting print text; science in the real world; 
using formulas; and problem solving. This course fulfills a laboratory requirement. 

BIOLOGY INTEGRATED 1 UNIT 
General Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year 1/2 unit in Physical Science 

This course is for the basic science student and focuses around two themes: Diversity of Life and Human 
Interaction with the World of Life. The emphasis will be on the biology a student finds in the everyday 
world including earth/space processes and their interactions with life.  

BIOLOGY 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year 1/2 unit Physical Science (Chemistry) 

This introductory biology course uses a traditional molecular presentation to biology. A systematic 
approach is used to illustrate the unity and diversity of life.  

BIOLOGY 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year One unit in Physical Science Honors  
 (grade C or better) or  
 Physical Science Core (grade of A) 

Honors Biology is fast paced and conceptual in design. A biochemical approach is used with evolution as a 
unifying theme. Analysis, synthesis, application and evaluation of biological themes are expected.  
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AP BIOLOGY 2 UNITS 
Advanced Grade 10 Recommended: 

Full Year One unit in Physical Science Hwith grade of B or higher 

Advanced Placement Biology is designed to be the equivalent of a two-semester college introductory 
biology course taken by biology majors. This course is fast paced and rigorous. The class meets for two 
consecutive class periods daily and is two units of credit. At Shaker it has been formulated to offer 
sophomores who have been very successful in Honors Physical Science the opportunity to be challenged 
and to learn at an accelerated pace. To complete the requirements for this course, it may be necessary to 
occasionally meet for extra time periods after school. The course takes a biochemical approach to biology. 
To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take 
the Advanced Placement Exam. 

DESIGN: INTRODUCTION TO ENGINEERING 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 9/10  

Full Year 

This course is designed to give students the opportunity to apply theoretical science and mathematical 
concepts in an engineering and technology environment. The course will stress the application of the IB 
Middle Years Programme Design Process: Inquiring and Analyzing, Developing Ideas, Creating a Solution, 
and Evaluating. Students will work on projects and solve problems dealing with topics such as: positive 
messaging, truss structures, architecture, programming, computer aided design and manufacturing, 
manufacturing, optics, biospherics and more. These projects will let the student experience a range of 
engineering genres including mechanical, civil, computer, systems, structural, biomedical and others. The 
course models real-world engineering and design practices and assessments. Students should have a 
propensity for science and mathematics. 

CHEMISTRY FOUNDATIONS 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year One unit in Physical Science and 
 Concurrent Algebra II 

This chemistry course is designed to prepare students to question, analyze, and draw conclusions about 
technological issues that society faces. Students should expect cooperative learning work, mathematical 
problem solving and laboratory experiences to explore chemical concepts found in our community. 

CHEMISTRY 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year One unit in Physical Science Core or Honors and 
 Concurrent Algebra II Honors or higher 

Honors Chemistry is designed to meet the needs of mathematically confident students with strong problem-
solving ability. Introductory inorganic concepts will be presented in theory and mathematically analyzed 
and applied. This course will help prepare students to take the SAT Subject Test in Chemistry. 

AP CHEMISTRY 2 UNITS 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Honors or Advanced Math  
 and one unit in Physical Science Core or Honors 

AP Chemistry parallels a college chemistry course and requires students to take the AP Chemistry test in 
May. The class meets for two consecutive class periods daily and earns two units of credit. In-depth 
training in chemistry with appropriate mathematical applications can be expected. This course will help 
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prepare students to take the SAT Subject test in Chemistry. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

CHEMISTRY I HL/SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 11 Recommended: 

Full Year Honors or Advanced Math and  
 1 Unit Physical Science Honors 

Chemistry I (IB HL/SL) is the first year of a two-year course taken in the junior year. During year one, HL 
and SL students will study the same core topics and develop manipulative and experimental skills 
necessary to successfully complete the course. Participation in the IB Group 4 Project is required once 
during the two-year program. To receive International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High 
School transcript, the student must complete the IB Internal (formal and informal lab work) and External 
(written exams at the end of the second year) Assessments. 

CHEMISTRY II HL/SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Chemistry I IB HL/SL 

Chemistry II (IB HL/SL) is the second year of the two-year course taken in the senior year. During the 
second year, HL and SL students will study organic chemistry and two options chosen by the teacher. 
Participation in the IB Group 4 Project is required once during the two-year program. To receive 
International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete 
the IB Internal (formal and informal lab work) and External (written exam) Assessments. 

PHYSICS AND ENGINEERING CONCEPTUAL 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Algebra I 

This course covers the classic core concepts of physics, such as Newton’s laws, energy, electricity and 
magnetism through contemporary topics like rocketry, space, robotics, flight, music and much more. The 
student will be exposed to answering such questions as “How do we know that?” and “Why does that 
happen?” The course includes projects, labs, hands-on activities, and demonstrations. The emphasis will be 
on conceptual development, applications of physics, projects, and “doing” physics, rather than on 
mathematics. Engineering concepts and applications will be stressed. 

PHYSICS FOUNDATIONS 1 UNIT 
Core Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Concurrent Precalculus or higher 

This course is designed to use mathematics in the description and analysis of basic physics ideas. 
Reasoning skills are extended through the interpretation of lab data and problems relating to the concepts. 
This course is appropriate for students considering such science and technology careers as engineering, 
architecture, medicine, nursing, therapy and computer sciences. 
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PHYSICS 1 UNIT 
Honors Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year 10 Advanced Math or 
 Concurrent Precalculus Honors or higher 

In this course, the student is challenged to reason and discover the underlying laws and theories that form 
the basis of modern physics. This course is excellent preparation for those seeking careers in science, 
engineering, medicine and computers, in addition to those seeking a Liberal Arts degree in college.  

PHYSICS SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Grade 11: 10 Advanced Math or  
 Concurrent Precalculus 
 Grade 12: IB Math HL (or equivalent) or Precalculus 

This class is designed to fulfill the requirements for the IB Standard Level Physics course. This course will 
be especially important in developing the student as a knowledgeable inquirer and as a thinker. Topics 
include measurement and uncertainties, mechanics, thermal physics, waves, electricity and magnetism, 
circular motion and gravitation, atomic, nuclear, and particle physics, energy production, rotational 
dynamics and thermodynamics. Participation in the IB Group 4 project is a requirement. To receive 
International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete 
the IB Internal (formal and informal lab work) and External (written exam) Assessments. 

AP PHYSICS: MECHANICS 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Concurrent 12 AP AB/BC Calculus 

This theoretical and lab course prepares students for and requires students to take the AP Physics C 
Mechanics test in May. It parallels a college physics course with an emphasis on mechanics. The major 
focus of the course is on problem solving, and it offers the highest level of preparation for those interested 
in science and engineering. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a Shaker Heights High School 
transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

AP PHYSICS: ELECTRICITY AND MAGNETISM 1 UNIT 
Advanced Placement Grade 12 Recommended: 

Full Year Concurrent AP Physics: Mechanics 

AP Physics: Electricity and Magnetism is a rigorous course that prepares students to take the AP Physics C 
Electricity and Magnetism Test in May. This course should be considered by students who wish to enter a 
science or engineering program of study in college, as it is similar to the second semester of an introductory 
engineering physics course. Students will participate in challenging laboratory investigations and become 
versed in solving physics problems, often requiring the use of calculus techniques. Students must be co-
enrolled in the AP C Mechanics course. In order to earn AP credit for this course, the student is required to 
take the AP Physics C Electricity and Magnetism Test in May. For a complete description of the course, 
please see collegeboard.org for the most current curriculum. 

ASTRONOMY, PLANETS 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I Algebra I 

Students will learn to explain the movements of celestial objects through use of the planetarium. Early 
astronomers, the tools of astronomy and space exploration, forces and motion, rocketry, and the formation 
of moons and planets will be the major topics of discussion. 
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ASTRONOMY, STARS 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II Algebra I 
Students will learn the nature of light and its use in studying stars, galaxies, and objects outside our solar system. 
Activities will involve using star maps, calculating distances to stellar objects, and learning about stellar 
evolution, cosmology and searching for extra-terrestrial life. This course can be taken without Semester I. 

BIOLOGY II INTEGRATED 1/2 UNIT 
General Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I One unit in Physical Science Integrated 
 and one unit in Biology Integrated 
This course offers an interdisciplinary study of the human body emphasizing body systems, human 
evolution, and current human health issues. Students will learn basic human anatomy and common medical 
conditions. 

BIOLOGY II FOUNDATIONS 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I One unit Physical Science Core or higher,  
 and one unit Biology Core 

Biology II offers an in-depth, interdisciplinary study of the human body with emphasis on body systems, 
human evolution, and current human health issues. Students can expect to learn college-preparatory human 
anatomy and common medical conditions. Laboratory experience and dissections enhance student learning 
of the human body.  

BIOLOGY III INTEGRATED 1/2 UNIT 
General Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II                                                       One unit Physical Science Integrated 
 and one unit Biology Integrated  
Biology III builds on knowledge from Biology II. We will delve deeper into human anatomy and connect 
our understanding of the human body to our earliest ancestors. Students will learn how the human body 
evolved, and also learn how scientists have made their greatest anthropological discoveries. 

BIOLOGY III 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II  One unit Physical Science Core or higher,  
 and one unit Biology Core or higher 
Biology III builds on knowledge from Biology II. We will delve deeper into human anatomy and connect 
our understanding of the human body to our earliest ancestors. Students will learn how the human body 
evolved, and also learn how scientists have made their greatest anthropological discoveries. Students can 
expect to learn the human story through hands-on laboratory experiences. 

INTRODUCTION TO COMPUTER SCIENCE 1 UNIT 
Core Grade 9/10/11/12 

Full Year   

This course will use block-based programming language to introduce students to coding for the first time. 
Students will explore a variety of computational thinking and cooperative projects using code. The material 
covered in the course is designed to help prepare students to take AP Computer Science A (JAVA).  
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AP COMPUTER SCIENCE A (JAVA)/ 1 UNIT 
PREP FOR COMPUTER SCIENCE SL  

Advanced Grades 9/10/11/12 Recommended: 
Full Year Co-enrollment or successful  
 completion of Precalculus 

AP Computer Science/Prep. For Computer Science SL is equivalent to a first-semester, college-level course 
in computer science. The course introduces students to fundamental topics including problem solving, 
design strategies and methodologies, organization of data (data structures), approaches to processing data 
(algorithms), analysis of potential solutions, and the ethical and societal implications of computing. 
Students should be proficient in independent problem solving and comfortable with mathematics. The 
course emphasizes both object-oriented and imperative problem solving and design using Java language 
exclusively. These techniques represent proven approaches for developing solutions that can scale up from 
small, simple problems to large, complex problems.. Successful completion of Introduction to Computer 
Science preferred, but not necessary if the candidate is a strong problem solver. 

COMPUTER SCIENCE SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11-12 Recommended: 

Full Year AP Computer Science A (JAVA)/ 
 Prep. For Computer Science SL  
 co-enrollment or successful completion of Precalculus 

The IB DP Computer Science SL course requires an understanding of the fundamental concepts of 
computational thinking as well as knowledge of how computers and other digital devices operate. The 
course, under-pinned by conceptual thinking, draws on a wide spectrum of knowledge, and enables and 
empowers innovation, exploration and the acquisition of further knowledge. Students study how computer 
science interacts with and influences cultures, society and how individuals and societies behave, and the 
ethical issues involved. 

ENGINEERING APPLICATIONS 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year Concurrent Foundations, or H or IB, or AP Physics 
 Concurrent Precalculus or higher 

This course is designed to give upper level science and mathematics students the opportunity to apply 
theoretical ideas in an engineering environment. Students must have taken or be currently taking Honors or 
AP Physics. The course will stress using the “Design-Construct-Test” model in various engineering 
disciplines. Students will work on projects dealing with microgravity, rocketry, flight, robotics, roller 
coasters, electronics, manufacturing, alternative energies, biospherics and more. These projects will let the 
student experience a range of engineering genres including mechanical, civil, computer, electrical, systems, 
mechatronics, aeronautical, structural, biomedical and others.  

ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE LIFE 1 UNIT 
General Grades 11/12  

Full Year  
This course focuses on the development of basic scientific literacy skills based upon the Ohio Extended 
standards.  These skills include systems of measurement; interpreting print text; science in the real world; 
using formulas; and problem solving. This course fulfills a laboratory requirement. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year One unit in Biology and 
 one unit Physical Science 

This course is designed to apply principles learned in both the physical and biological sciences to our 
environment. Ecological principles are developed using the outdoors as a laboratory. The human influence 
on the environment is stressed during the second semester. 

AP ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 1 UNIT 
Advanced Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year One unit in Biology, one unit in Physical Science,  
 and one unit in Chemistry or concurrent Chemistry 

AP Environmental Science is an inter-disciplinary laboratory science course designed to give students the 
knowledge and methodologies necessary to understand the interrelationships of our world, to analyze 
environmental problems, and to evaluate solutions to those problems. Field experiences, using satellite 
technology and state of the art software, will be used to demonstrate ecological principles. Students will be 
required to take the AP Environmental Science test in May. To receive Advanced Placement Credit on a 
Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must take the Advanced Placement Exam. 

ENVIRONMENTAL SYSTEMS AND SOCIETIES SL 1 UNIT 
Advanced  Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year One year of Physical Science and   
 one year of Honors or AP Biology or 
 Biology Core with teacher recommendation;  
 Algebra II or IB Math (or equivalent) concurrent 

This course is intended to provide students with a coherent perspective of the relationship between 
environmental systems and societies. We will explore how culture can shape the environmental feelings 
and practices of a society, and students’ attention will be constantly drawn to their own relationship with 
their environment and the significance of individual and collective choices and decisions that they make in 
their own lives. This course will encourage the exploration of the scientific, ethical and socio-political 
aspects of issues. This course requires a combination of field experiences and laboratory experiences along 
with lectures and projects. All students taking this class must complete the IB requirements of internal 
assessments with each quarter, and the IB end of course exam. This course can be used by students seeking 
the IB Diploma to fulfill either a Group 3 (Individuals and Societies) or Group 4 (Science). To receive 
International Baccalaureate credit on a Shaker Heights High School transcript, the student must complete 
the IB Internal (formal and informal lab work) and External (written exams at the end of the second year) 
Assessments. 

GEOLOGY 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester II Algebra I or higher 
 One unit in Physical Science Core o 
 r Honors, and one unit in Biology Core or Honors,  
 or concurrent Biology 

This introductory course in geologic principles includes a survey of the planet earth including its 
composition, structure, and dynamics. An understanding of both internal and surface processes is 
developed, serving as a framework for summary of geological history.  
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OCEANOGRAPHY 1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I Algebra I or higher  
 One unit in Physical Science Core or Honors, and one 
 unit in Biology Core or Honors, or concurrent Biology 

The Oceanography curriculum will focus on understanding the basic geologic processes of the world’s 
oceans. Strong emphasis will also fall on the biology of the oceans. In addition, students will learn about 
mapping, pollution and creatures of the deep. Students will have an abundance of labs and inquiry-based 
teaching to understand these concepts.  
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THEATRE ARTS 
 

Philosophy 
 
Through a varied and solid curricular and co-curricular production program, the Theatre Arts Department 
expands the concept of “classroom” to include the performance and production arenas. Academic study is 
wedded to practical theatre activity in order to provide efficient and meaningful learning experiences. Learning 
opportunities may include creation and use of printed study guides, dramaturgical research and writing, 
interdisciplinary classroom discussion, field trips, special workshops, physical and vocal performance work, and 
extension into the middle and elementary schools. Under the eclectic umbrella of Theatre Arts, large numbers of 
students and staff are regularly involved in performance and in fine and practical arts study. 
 
There are five aspects of the Shaker Heights High School Theatre program:  

§ The Ensemble Acting approach to development and training of student performers;  
§ The writing development program, which finds its regular voice through the annual 

production of the new playwrights series New Stages: Shaker Playwrights; 
§ The active shared invoement of students, alumni, faculty, community and professional artists 

through a Guest Artist Program; 
§ The Shakespeare and acting learning program, which finds its voice through text-based 

classroom work and main stage productions; 
§ A technical and production management program with course work in basic stagecraft, film 

studies and individually shaped programs for students in theatre production and company 
management. 

 
Course Selection 

 
Listed here are course offerings available to students through the department along with a suggested course 
sequence. Theater Exploration and Junior Ensemble serve as a foundation for the more advanced classes. 
Students in specialized situations may be admitted to upper-level courses with the permission of the 
Department Head. Film As Art and Dramatic Literature and Writing may be taken as English or as Fine 
Arts credits. However, these courses do not replace basic English requirements. 
 
Honors Ensemble and Senior Ensemble are audition courses, as are certain areas of study for Theatre 
Management. All other courses are entered without audition. 
 
Course of study goals for each course listed include the theatre's primary responsibility to develop skills in 
expressive as well as responsive communication. Other inherent goals include skill development and mastering 
tools for making effective, civic-minded, ethical decisions affecting the whole group, as well as skills with 
creative thinking and problem solving and opportunities to explore a range of theatre-related careers. All courses 
encourage students to develop a sense of mutual humanity in our global, multi-cultural society. 

 

THEATRE EXPLORATION   1 UNIT 
     Core Grades 9/10/11/12   
Full Year 

Students will learn about theatre by observing and practicing different aspects of the art form. Students will learn 
theatre vocabulary, theatre history, basic stage movement and vocal techniques. Students will practice 
improvisational and scripted acting, read plays, write scenes, watch performances, and write reflective reviews 
and journal entries. In the second semester, students will focus on performance-based projects including 
preparing monologues or scenes, writing plays, producing theatre, directing and undertaking design or research 
projects. Students will share their work with classmates, but no public performances are part of the course. 
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FILM AS ART  1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 11/12 Recommended: 

Semester I or II  10 Language and Literature 

This course will explore films and, in some instances, television as visual text so that students may gain a 
better critical understanding of what they see. Students will study the history of filmmaking, its methods and 
techniques, and be required to participate in class discussion, work in small groups, create and deliver 
presentations, demonstrate proficiency using industry standard film vocabulary, and write in-depth analyses. 
Projects include the creation of storyboards, film trailers and 10-minute screenplays. The course includes 
Guest Artists working in the film industry and a visit to the Cleveland International Film Festival. Additional 
writing is required for Honors level credit. (This course may be taken for English or Theatre Arts credit.) 

ACTING I  1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12  Recommended: 

Semester I  Any other Department Course or 
  Permission of Department Head 

This course presents acting from a philosophical point of view, as well as a practical one. It includes lecture 
and discussion sessions as well as written assignments, but the majority of the time will be spent on 
development of monologues and duet scenes. A final project is required of all students. Students are expected 
to attend the audition and some rehearsals for the fall production and see and critique the performance. 

ACTING II  1/2 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12  Recommended: 

Semester II  Acting I or Permission of Department Head 

Acting II continues the basic approach taken in Acting I, with focused attention to scene work, improv, and 
the practical aspects of the actor's art and vocation in both classical and contemporary theatre. Attention is 
given to program application, written résumés, head shots, portfolios, audition process, training in make-up, 
script analysis, physical and vocal techniques. Students develop a complete audition package, with an eye 
toward college and professional work. 

DRAMATIC LITERATURE AND WRITING 1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12 Recommended: 

Full Year  Any other Department Course 
 Department Head Approval for 10th Graders 

Students learn the step-by-step process of putting together a script by reading plays, by reading specific 
scenes in class from published plays, and by writing various kinds of scenes themselves. Final projects for 
the course will be the creation of one-act plays of ten to thirty minutes in length. Students electing Honors 
credit will be expected to complete additional assignments. Tenth graders wishing to take this course must 
obtain Department Head permission. (This course may be taken for English or Theatre Arts credit.) 

JUNIOR ENSEMBLE   1/2 UNIT PER SEMESTER 
     Core Grade 9   
Full Year 

This course is especially designed as the starting point for most ninth graders interested in exploring the 
Shaker Theatre program. Junior Ensemble prepares students for further study in acting, dancing, singing, 
playwriting and theatre management as well as the upper-level performance ensembles. Students focus on 
the basics of becoming a theatre artist, such as a daily physical warm-up, journals, personal growth, 
reflection, confidence and communication skills. Fall and spring performances and alumni and guest 
workshops are a highlight. Students should be able to work independently and take responsibility for 
creating a safe and supportive atmosphere. Students will participate in at least two evening performances 
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(Fall and Spring) for credit in the class. These may require limited after school rehearsals prior to the date 
of the performance. Because of the unique daily physical work, students may take the course for gym credit 
– see Junior Ensemble PE. 

JUNIOR ENSEMBLE PE  1/4 UNIT PER SEMESTER 
     Core Grade 9  Recommended: 
Semester I and II  Full Schedule 

Prospective Junior Ensemble students with full schedules without room to include Physical Education 9 
may enroll for Junior Ensemble PE. Students will participate in at least two evening performances (Fall and 
Spring) for credit in the class. These may require limited after school rehearsals prior to the date of the 
performance. Junior Ensemble PE students must also take two (2) semesters of Physical Education classes 
at Shaker Heights High School. 

HONORS ENSEMBLE  1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11/12  Recommended: 

Full Year  Audition 

Students hone skills and concepts first learned in ninth grade Junior Ensemble, with additional 
opportunities for one-on-one coaching and leadership within the group. Curriculum includes training in 
body alignment, vocal support and projection, and the inner life of the actor. Students will participate in at 
least two evening performances (Fall and Spring) for credit in the class. These may require limited after 
school rehearsals prior to the date of the performance.  

SENIOR ENSEMBLE 1 UNIT 
Honors Grades 10/11/12  Recommended: 

Full Year  Audition 

Goals are to provide a workshop format for maintenance and growth of student performers and to create a 
performance ensemble possessing group awareness, trust, rhythm and instinct. Members of this class will 
create original group performances through movement, scene work and exploration of world theatre 
traditions. Class meets daily, and may require an extended class period once per week during production 
rehearsals. This course incorporates a touring and special events schedule for parts of the year. Students 
will participate in at least two evening performances (Fall and Spring) for credit in the class. These may 
require limited after school rehearsals prior to the date of the performance.  

THEATRE MANAGEMENT  1 UNIT 
Core or Honors Option Grades 10/11/12  Recommended: 

Full Year  Permission of Department Head 
   For Ensemble Managers only 

Theatre Management is a hands-on course in small-business management, specifically “show business.” 
Through practical application and study, students gain knowledge and mastery of procedures and skills 
essential to organizing, managing, and supporting theatre companies in rehearsal and performance 
situations. Students work on computer publications, graphic design, promotional displays, photo and film 
editing, press releases, fundraising, database management, stage management, company management and 
more. Student work is used in producing the performances in the co-curricular Theatre Arts Department 
season. Students will meet during one period each day in a lab setting (Ensemble class periods or 
Management Workshop), and during 11th period twice per month.  
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STAGECRAFT AND DESIGN  1 UNIT 
     Core Grades 10/11/12   
Full Year  

Students in the course will participate in lectures, demonstrations, hands-on experience, and practical 
workshops on the use and function of a stage facility. The course covers Theatre History, the design, 
construction, and use of scenic elements, scenic painting, stage lighting, sound and costumes. Students will 
explore the design process, beginning with research and ending in practice implementation. Students will 
learn the craft of the Technical Theatre Arts. Projects will vary, but may include the development of scenic 
models, sound editing and prop design. 
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POLICY ON INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY ACCEPTABLE USE 
 

All students should read and adhere to this policy. 
 
The Shaker Heights City School District shall make available to students and employees such information 
technology facilities as it decides are appropriate to further its educational mission. School Information 
Technology Facilities may consist of numerous components including computer hardware, multimedia 
hardware, video equipment, computer software, documentation, communications support, on-line account 
administration, support services, internet access and instructional materials. This policy applies whenever 
one or more individuals utilize School Information Technology Facilities alone or in combination with 
other information technology facilities. 
 
Users may only utilize School Information Technology Facilities for the following acceptable uses: 
 

1. Learning activities facilitating School instructional objectives. 
2. Research supporting educational or research programs sponsored by the School. 
3. Communications between faculty, staff, students and others outside the School District containing 

messages or information the content of which is not in conflict with this Policy. 
 
Users may not utilize School Information Technology Facilities for unacceptable uses specifically 
including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

1. Infringing on the rights or liberties of others. 
2. Illegal or criminal use of any kind. 
3. Utilization involving communications, materials, information, data or images reasonably regarded 

as obscene, pornographic, threatening, abusive, harassing, discriminatory or in violation or 
inconsistent with any other School policy. 

4. Accessing, viewing, printing, storing, transmitting, disseminating or selling any information in 
violation of law or subject to privilege or an expectation of privacy. 

5. Causing or permitting materials protected by copyright, trademark, service mark, tradename, trade 
secret, confidentiality or proprietary data, or communications of another, to be uploaded to a 
computer or information system, published, broadcast or in any way disseminated without 
authorization from the owner. 

6. Damaging or altering the operation, function, content or design of the School Information 
Technology Facilities. 

7. Granting access to the School Information Technology Facilities to individuals not authorized by 
the School either by intentional conduct, such as disclosing passwords, or by unintentional 
conduct, such as failing to log off. 

8. Commercial, profit-motivated, or partisan political use not related to School programs. 
 
Online services provide access to countless computer networks, some of which contain material that may 
be deemed offensive or inappropriate. The School District is not responsible for the content of any 
materials students may access through online services. The School District does not condone accessing 
offensive or inappropriate materials. The School District retains the right to monitor and control any and all 
usage of its Information Technology Facilities. This right explicitly includes the right to read electronic 
communications, if any. No user should have any expectation of privacy regarding the use of the School 
Information Technology Facilities. 
 
The Superintendent is authorized to adopt such rules as are appropriate to implement this policy, including 
requiring students and their parents to sign an acknowledgment that they have read and understand this 
Policy and agree to its terms. All users of School Information Technology Facilities shall be given notice of 
this policy. 
 
Adopted: December 10, 1996 
Review date: May 28, 2008 
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APPENDIX A 
 

GUIDELINES FOR STUDENTS WHO  
FAIL FIRST SEMESTER OF A MATH COURSE 

 
A student who fails the first semester of a course listed below may be enrolled in the indicated course for the 
second semester for the purpose of earning one credit. 
 

 
 SEMESTER I COURSE FAILURE INDICATED COURSE FOR 1 UNIT OF CREDIT 

 BC CALCULUS INTRO TO CALCULUS or AB CALCULUS 
 AB CALCULUS INTRO TO CALCULUS 
 MATHEMATICS I HL PRECALCULUS H 
 PRECALCULUS H PRECALCULUS 
 10 HONORS MATH ALGEBRA II H 
 ALGEBRA II H ALGEBRA II 
 ALGEBRA II ALGEBRA II 
 9 HONORS MATH H GEOMETRY H 
 GEOMETRY H GEOMETRY 
 GEOMETRY GEOMETRY 
 ALGEBRA I H ALGEBRA I 
 ALGEBRA I ALGEBRA I 

 
 

APPENDIX B 
 

COURSE CHANGES FOR 2018-2019 
 
New Courses 

DEPARTMENT ...................... COURSE NAME 
Physical Education .................... Competitive Basketball 
Individuals & Societies ............. IB Psychology SL 
Individuals & Societies ............. Jobs for Ohio Grads (JOG) 
Individuals & Societies ............. Personal & Professional Skills 
 
Course Unit Changes 

DEPARTMENT ...................... FORMER COURSE NAME .................... UNIT CHANGE 
Individuals & Societies ............. AP Psychology ............................................ was 1/2 unit,  
  now 1 unit 
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Course Name Changes 

DEPARTMENT ....................... FORMER COURSE NAME ..................... NEW COURSE NAME 

Art .............................................. Illustration & Digital Design II (KAP) ........ Digital Design I (KAP/CCP) 
 Photography (KAP) ..................................... Photography I (KAP/CCP) 

Individuals & Societies .............. African American Studies (KAP) ................ Early Black History (Sem. 1) (KAP/CCP) 
  Contemporary Black History  
   (Sem. 2) (KAP/CCP) 

Language & Literature ............... College Composition ................................... College Composition I (Sem. 1) (TRI-C/CCP) 
  College Composition II (Sem. 2) (TRI-C/CCP) 

Mathematics ............................... Math Functions ............................................ Precalculus 
 College Math ............................................... College Algebra (Sem. 1) (TRI-C/CCP) 
  College Trigonometry (Sem. 2) (TRI-C/CCP) 

Science ....................................... Design .......................................................... Design: Introduction to Engineering 
 Computer Science AP .................................. AP Computer Science A (JAVA) / 
   Prep for Computer Science SL 
 
 





The Mission of the Schools

The District will nurture, educate, and graduate students 
who are civic-minded and prepared to make ethical decisions; 

who are confident, competent communicators, 
skillful in problem solving, capable of creative thinking; 

who have a career motivation and a knowledge of 
our global and multicultural society.

Shaker Heights Middle School
20600 Shaker Blvd.

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122
(216) 295-4100
www.shaker.org

Shaker Heights High School
15911 Aldersyde Drive

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44120
(216) 295-4200
www.shaker.org
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